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Year 8
This presentation will be available for you via our website

Mrs Cowlin – Assistant Headteacher (Student Progress)

Mr Holt – Assistant Headteacher (Head of  Water House)

Air House tutors – Mr Lasalle, Ms Samandi & Ms Nicolas

Earth House tutors – Mr Orme, Ms Shirley

Fire House tutors – Ms Bradbury, Ms Emmett & Mrs Schwick 

Water House tutors – Ms Kearns, Ms Dimoglou

Twitter
@LewesPriory

Facebook
Priory School
@LewesPriory



• will be with you by the 
end of September

• via child’s bag
• you’ll get an email
• double check everything! 

(including spellings…)
• two weeks to return it
• don’t lose it!
• it won’t be on the 

website because…
• …it’s a pre-populated 

form
• YOU CAN’T GO ON ANY 

TRIPS UNTIL IT’S 
RETURNED

• it’s two-sided, turn 
over…

DfE Schools’ Census requires us to ask for ethnicity, religion, etc. 



• Please read carefully
• School Trip Refunds 

Policy
• Please sign and date 

(if you don’t we’ll 
send it back to you)

• If you have more than 
one child with us… 
details should be the 
same

• Any changes mid-year, 
let us know, on form 
(Parental Info > 
Forms) not by email 
or phone



“The importance of a good start to a pupil’s secondary 
school education cannot be over emphasised”



Marginal gains to ensure your child develops good 
learning habits and makes progress



Research based approach to helping 
your child

Strategy Impact in Months of 
progress

Feedback 8

Meta-cognition and self-regulation 8

Homework (Secondary) 
5

Mastery learning 5

Reading 5



Justification

• Enforced Ebbac – History or Geography and a Language for all.

• Emphasis on exams at the end of Year 11

• Challenging content

• Content in most subjects is less prescriptive but more knowledge based



Metacognition 
Self awareness of study skills (Strengths and Weaknesses)

• You will receive a report 3 times 

during the academic year

• What do you do with that report?

• Get your child to talk through their 

strengths and areas to improve 

and ask them why?

• Ask them to reflect on the skills 

listed in skill zone.



Feedback

 You child will have teacher feedback, peer feedback 
and self reflection in their exercise books.

 Ask them to bring their books home from time to 
time so you can ask if they are using this feedback 
and how they are using it.



Knowledge is power - Curriculum guides



Term Wks/Com Outline Skillzone Homeworks Assessments

1

5 Sep
12 Sep
19 Sep
26 Sep
3 Oct

10 Oct
17 Oct

Paradise Lost – students will look at the 
impact tourism is having in Thailand and also 
think about the role eco-tourism has to play in 
Thailand’s future. Within the topic they will 
study climate change, the importance of the 
rainforest and the impacts of deforestation. 

Describing
Explaining
Problem solving
Analysing
Teamwork
Evaluating

Key words research on the 
topic. A map activity looking 
at the geography of the area 
studied.
An article to read about the 
topic we are looking at.

Students to write a report on 
how they can make 
Thailand’s tourism more 
sustainable.

2

31 Oct
7 Nov

14 Nov
21 Nov
28 Nov
5 Dec

12 Dec
19 Dec

3

2 Jan
9 Jan

16 Jan
23 Jan
30 Jan
6 Feb

Geography of the UK Students look at the 
past, present and future population trends in 
UK. They also look at migration and the 
different views on it. Students also study the 
causes and effects of flooding, with particular 
focus on the Ouse valley and how we can 
manage the local environment. 

Explaining
Describing
Teamwork
Problem solving
Listening
Comparing

Key words research on the 
topic. A map activity looking 
at the geography of the area 
studied.
An article to read about the 
topic we are looking at.

Piece of work on the Lewes 
Floods will be assessed. 
Students complete a piece of 
work about immigration.

4

20 Feb
27 Feb
6 Mar

13 Mar
20 Mar
27 Mar

5

17 Apr
24 Apr
1 May
8 May

15 May
22 May

Pole to Pole – Students will start this topic in 
the North Pole and travel down through 
North and South America looking at some of 
the wonders and issues facing this amazing 
continent. Some of the areas that will be 
covered is the tar sands in Canada, Niagara 
falls, tornadoes, the Amazon rainforest and 
the protection of Antarctica.

Describing
Listening
Explaining
Problem solving
Teamwork
Analysing
Creativity

Key words research on the 
topic. A map activity looking 
at the geography of the area 
studied.
An article to read about the 
topic we are looking at.

6

5 Jun
12 Jun
19 Jun
26 Jun
3 Jul

10 Jul
17 Jul



Homework

• Check what homework your child has been set
• Check they have a plan to ensure they meet deadlines
• Offer guidance but do not do it for them
• Ensure they have an area to complete work free from distractions
• Download the App and check on your phone?



 Test your child’s learning – a proven technique for helping 
embed knowledge

 Ask them to generate questions and answers and you can 
test them at a later date

 Get your child to read around subjects or even visit historical 
sites 

 These things will really help embed subject knowledge

Mastery learning



 ‘Reading for pleasure at the age of 15 is a strong factor in 
determining future social mobility. Indeed, it has been revealed as 
the most important indicator of the future success of the child’. 
Research carried out by the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development on education and reading

 Priory School uses accelerated reader for pupils to make rapid 
progress. Pupils choose books they enjoy and work through them 
with quizzes and character-based analysis to deepen their 
understanding.

Reading



Accelerated Reader
Aim: To improve outcomes by improving 

reading skills
 All year 7, 8 and 9 will take part.

 All students will take a test in 
their English lesson which will 
tell them which level book to 
choose.

 The library is now levelled 
appropriately for students to 
have a wide range of choice.

 Students then read regularly 
and take regular 
comprehension tests which are 
linked to over 30,000 different 
books

 Students will be given 
opportunities in school to read 
but reading at home is 
essential!

Expectations: 
 Bring their reading 

book and log book 
to school every day

 Read for at least 20 
minutes every day

Please try to support 
at home by asking 
your child to read out 
loud and ask them 
about what they are 
reading.



 Success in the new maths GCSE is heavily dependent on 
arithmetic 

 This skill can be developed by encouraging your child to use 
mymaths even if they do not get given homework

 The new GCSE Maths also relies on sound literacy skills 

Maths





INSIGHT



Rachel Clarke

Data Manager





Year 8 –The extra opportunities

Year 8

Enrichment activities

Leadership roles and projects outside of lessons

Projects, challenges and competitions

Start thinking about their futures



The Role of the House Team at 
Priory School



Educational Support, Behaviour 
and Attendance Service

How good is attendance? 

Last academic year our overall 
attendance rate was 94.45% This 
rate is likely to be in the bottom 
40% of all schools. One of the  
biggest contributing factors is  
from students having odd days off 
throughout the year. 



Student targets = 
house point rewards 
for good regular 
attendance  and 
punctuality



School values



Linking Parent & Teacher

Priory tries to work in an 

assertive manner.

It makes sense to understand and try to 
link the styles of guidance if possible.



Freedom within limits

Emotionally involved

Negotiates boundaries

Encourages young person to link choices with consequences



* Don’t be afraid to have rules!

They give a framework for what goes on in the classroom / home.

* We give responsibility and choices to your child. Have high 

expectations of your son/daughter
eg. Where are they? When they will be home? Treat others with respect; help with the chores...

Set clear boundaries – please be assertive!

“Some jobs need doing 

round the house.  Which 

will you do – the washing 

up or the hoovering?”

BUT: consequences must be applied if negotiation doesn't work!



If you can help, life is easier!

• Pack bag night before!
• Help them to help themselves 
• Don't do it all for them, but support them!

• Have a copy of timetable on bedroom 
wall

• Check student planner /diary…..
• Help with h/w…but don't do it for them!

• Provide a `quiet & organised` space of 
their own

• Give them `head space`

Organisation is the 
key!



Phones / Social Networking / Tech!

Consider monitoring accounts / having 
`open` accounts.

Talk about e-safety all the time. 
eg. No photos, comments can ever be deleted! 

Beware!




