
Monday 2nd March: Student Leader visit to the Palace of Westminster.  

We really enjoyed our trip to Westminster Palace, London, better known as the Houses of Parliament. 

During the tour, we had the opportunity to see the 

House of Commons and the House of Lords, which 

previously we had only ever seen on TV. Our tour 

guide provided us with a fascinating historical tour. 

We learnt lots about the history of the buildings and 

its incredible works of art, as well as many facts 

about the Monarchy, the Suffragists and the 

evolution of politics over the past 1000 years. This 

was all very apt, as the main purpose of our visit was to receive an award for participating in the East 

Sussex Democracy awards. 

Later on, we were given the chance to meet with our local MPs and discussed the results of the “Make 

your Mark” ballot that schools throughout East Sussex completed earlier this academic year. The 

climate crisis and knife crime were the top priorities from the ballot and so were the focus of the 

questions we put to Cllr Sylvia Tidy, Cllr Bob Standley, Huw Merriman MP, Lloyd Russell-Moyle MP, 

Sally-Anne Hart MP, Nus Ghani MP and Caroline Ansell MP.  

Daisy is our Youth Cabinet member and she and the rest of her team will 

continue to campaign and ensure that the voice of all young people in East 

Sussex is heard. She said, “The trip gave me a great insight into the way our 

country is run and how big decisions are made. It also gave me inspiration for 

my campaigns with the Youth Cabinet as we strive to find ways to protect the 

environment, stop global warming and reduce knife crime.” 

It was a privilege to have had a look around such a globally important site, to 

see for ourselves that we can all have a voice in the future of our country, and 

our planet. We were very surprised to hear that at any time we can all visit the 

public viewing galleries at the Houses, for free, or follow what’s going on via 

Parliamentlive.tv.  

When we are old enough, it is vital that we all exercise our democratic right to vote and choose the 

path our country takes on key national and international matters. We are very grateful to the East 

Sussex Participation Team, who made all of this happen for us, and the other students from schools 

around East Sussex.            Rosie and Millie 
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