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June 14th 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and Students, 
 
Over the past week the issues of sexual abuse in schools and colleges have been high profile in 
the media especially with the Ofsted report being released last week: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-sexual-abuse-in-schools-and-
colleges/review-of-sexual-abuse-in-schools-and-colleges . We all are shocked at the findings and 
appreciate that there is significant work to be addressed both in schools and in wider society. It is 
deeply disturbing that the report finds that sexual harassment and on line sexual abuse are such 
a routine part of the lives of young people. 
 
The review by the schools’ inspectorate concluded that sexual harassment has become 
“normalised” for young people, in school, online and in other unsupervised spaces including parks 
and house parties. It is therefore disappointing to see our school named on the ‘Everyone’s Invited’ 
website, however, the fact that it is highlights the importance of our safeguarding procedures and 
support. 
 
As parents should be aware, at Priory School we have a strict behaviour policy which includes a 
zero tolerance approach to any kind of sexual harassment or abuse. It is entirely right that this 
national issue is being debated and behaviours are being challenged. The issues are obviously 
not unique to Priory – they exist in all parts of society.  No-one, regardless of age or gender, should 
have to put up with any kind of sexual harassment. As a school we have robust safeguarding and 
pastoral systems and will take any concerns or allegations extremely seriously.  
 
We recently commissioned an external review of our safeguarding process from the Local 
Authority and were pleased with the many strengths identified but we are also working to address 
areas that can be improved. 
 
We have a robust Life Skills programme which includes the issues of sexual harassment in the 
programme of study, we have delivered assemblies and posters have been placed around the 
school highlighting our zero tolerance approach. 
 
We will continue to work hard to create an environment in which students can confidently and 
confidentially discuss issues with us, and we are determined our students should be able to learn 
free from any form of discrimination. We also will not hesitate to take firm action if it proves 
necessary.  
 
Please support us with our approach as this is an issue which requires all of us to play our part to 
ensure young people are safe in and out of school.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Tony Smith 
Headteacher 
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