
 

Announcing Priory School’s SSF production - of  

of… 
‘Macbeth’ 

Join the 2020 cast as we attempt a world record with Shakespeare’s classic tragedy!  

As part of the Shakespeare School’s Festival 2020, we will be performing a modern interpretation of Macbeth, 

thinking about the isolation of the doomed hero. This is an exciting opportunity for you to join our cast, as either 

an actor or as part of the backstage crew. Whether you are a musician, an artist, a dancer or interested in 

something like lighting or sound, we need your help with this production! We will be performing Macbeth as part 

of SSFs ‘One Night of Shakespeare’, on Friday 20th November 2020 when we will attempt to break the world 

record for most people performing Shakespeare simultaneously. This is an ambitious and exciting project, and 

even in these uncertain times we have taken this challenge to heart.  

You might be thinking that Shakespeare’s language is just too overwhelming, or perhaps that you shouldn’t sign 

up because you are not an actor. But note: we are working with an abridged version of the play so there are fewer 

lines, and we have set our production in the modern day to make it relevant to you, hopefully. Furthermore, we 

are looking for people to be involved in every aspect of the production. In the last few years, we have put on 

astounding productions of Twelfth Night, and more recently A Midsummer Night’s Dream, during the Festival. This 

was incredible and a huge success, as any of the cast members will tell you. So don’t miss out on this extraordinary 

experience! We need YOU to help us put on this unique theatrical event!  

FAQs about the production:                                                            

How is it going to run?                                                                                                                               

With schools coming back in September, it looks as if we will be doing workshops, 

auditions and rehearsals in ‘bubbles’, to begin. As we move forward towards the actual 

night, we will be doing full rehearsals with the entire cast, taking the necessary 

precautions. We hope to include some interesting promenade staging.  We will be 

following the government guidelines but we are determined to create a powerful 

performance piece of some kind! (See footnote below).                                                                 
Will there be auditions and will I have to learn lines for this?                                               

When we are back at school, we will begin moving forward ASAP. We are going to 

audition for roles by first having a workshop so that everyone can get to know each 

other and the play. Then we will hold a short audition at the end for the actors were 

they will perform a short monologue/duologue (preferably learned) from the script. 

You can start learning lines over the summer, for your favourite character! There are 

some non-speaking parts, too.  

How do I get involved and where do I find the script?                                                           

You can express interest and also get the script by e-mailing Ms Dimoglou at 

ssd@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk. You can also reach me, Oliver Cornish, the Student 

Director, through her. It would be amazing if you could pick your short audition piece 

and learn lines over the summer, ready for September.                                                                                

What roles are there?                                                                                                                               

In Macbeth there are the speaking parts, including a chorus (the actors). Some parts 

will be non-speaking parts (extra ghosts and witches). There are also lighting 

technicians, designers (costume and set), assistant directors and musicians.                      

 Who is it open to?                                                                                                                        

Unfortunately, most acting parts are only open to years 7, 8 and 9 but backstage roles 

are open to everyone across the school, including years 10 and 11.  We can bend the 

rules this year, though – so let us know if you are KS4 and wish to act!                                        

I understand that the script is abridged, but it will still be in old-fashioned English – is 

there a resource that will allow me to translate this into modern, more readable 

English? https://www.sparknotes.com/nofear/shakespeare/macbeth is a great 

website, with a modern version of the text next to the original.        

Footnote – Macbeth and indeed 

the live SSF Festival is currently 

going ahead but we will review 

according to any changes in 

Government advice. Filming is an 

option! 
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