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Full opening of school arrangements from 8 March 2021 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 
 
As you will likely be aware, the Prime Minister has announced that all school-age students will return 
to full-time on-site provision from Monday 8 March. We would like to take this opportunity to outline 
our arrangements for full opening prior to this date. 
 
Phased Return 
All students will be expected to return at some point during the week commencing 8 March, but will 
be offered rapid-result lateral flow device (LFD) tests to check for asymptomatic cases of coronavirus 
(COVID-19).   
 
In line with government guidance, we will be operating a phased return for students during the week 
beginning 8 March to deliver rapid-result testing (more detail below). Students in Years 11 and 9 will 
be first to be tested. Students who remain at home for any point during this week whilst they wait for 
their first test will be provided with remote education. Once students who are participating in testing 
have had their test and it is not positive, they can return to face-to-face teaching the next day. Students 
and parents will only be informed of the test results if they return positive. Please do not wait for 
negative confirmation before returning to school after their test.  Students not taking part in testing 
can return when their year group return (see below for the return timetable). Vulnerable students and 
the children of critical workers should access remote provision, off-site, until their year group are 
scheduled to return. Unfortunately, the school does not have the capacity to accommodate on site 
provision during the first three days. 
 
Lateral Flow Tests 
As per government guidance secondary-age students will be offered three on-site LFD tests, three- to- 
five days apart when they initially return from 8-10 March, and will be provided with home tests 
thereafter for twice weekly asymptomatic testing. Testing is not mandatory, but is strongly 
recommended by the government. Consent will need to be obtained prior to these tests being carried 
out – this has been sent out as a Microsoft Forms return. Students who are following public health 
advice should remain at home, e.g. if they are required to self-isolate or shield. 
If a student has tested positive for Covid 19 in the last 90 days, they should not take the LFT as it is 
likely to result in a false positive due to debris of the virus. 
 
Students will be offered three tests, three- to- five days apart, from Monday 8 March as detailed in the 
separate document and summarised below: 
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Year group Day of Testing First day of school 

Year 7 Wednesday 10 March Thursday 11 March 

Year 8 Tuesday 9 March Wednesday 10 March 

Year 9 Monday 8 March Tuesday 9 March 

Year 10 Tuesday 9 March Wednesday 10 March 

Year 11 Monday 8 March Tuesday 9 March 

 
Please check the attached sheet for the specific time each tutor group will be tested. Students must 
arrive at least 5 minutes before the start time for your tutor group. 
 
Please enter via the school gates and then through the doors to the ‘Banana Room’ where you will 
queue for your test (keeping social distance as designated) which will be in the Dance Studio. 
The Lateral Flow Tests are self-administered by the student and involve students swabbing their own 
nose and/or back of their throat.  
 
We suggest you watch the following clip from 1:13- 1:40 to gain an understanding of how to 
complete the test: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fQMa7LH-38E  

 
At the end of the test, please exit at the back of the Dance Studio and leave the premises. Please do 
not gather or congregate outside of the school. 
 
Once tested students should return home and if the test is negative attend school the following day 
(as per the table above). 
 
Home testing 
 
Following three on-site LFD tests upon the initial return to school, students will be offered home testing 
kits to conduct LFD tests twice per week. If your child takes part in these tests, results should be 
reported to NHS Test and Trace, either online or by telephone, and if a positive test this should be 
shared with the school. 
 
Students aged 12 to 17 should self-test and report their results under the supervision of an adult; 
students aged 11 should have their tests conducted by an adult. Where students are unable or 
unwilling to self-test, the school will have a very limited provision on site for a short period of time 
where we can test students, or supervise students to self-test. 
 
If your child tests negative in the LFD tests, they can continue to attend school, unless they start to 
display symptoms of coronavirus. 
 
If your child receives a positive LFD test result, they should begin to self-isolate immediately, and book 
a confirmatory polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test which can be done at an NHS testing site, or via a 
home PCR test. In rare circumstances where your child cannot obtain a PCR test from a testing site, the 
school has a small supply. Please get in touch with the school office if you think you cannot access a 
testing site or order a home testing kit. 
 
We appreciate all of your efforts made to conduct these tests, and thank you for your ongoing support 
in helping to create a safer school environment for our community.  
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Attendance 
 
During the week commencing  8 March, attendance is mandatory for all students, and the usual rules 
for attendance apply, e.g. sanctions could be issued in the case of non-attendance from the designated 
start day. 
 
If your child is following public health advice, e.g. they are shielding or have coronavirus, you will not 
be penalised for any non-attendance. Students not attending for these reasons will continue to receive 
remote education, where appropriate. Please see the school website for the explanation of this 
provision: https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/1406/remote-learning this includes an instructional 
video about provision for those self-isolating. 
 
If your child is required to attend the school site but you are anxious or concerned, please get in touch 
with your House Head and they can discuss your worries in more detail and provide any reassurance 
you need.   
 
Protective measures 
  
We want to reassure you that the school has implemented a number of protective measures to keep 
your child safe upon their return to the school site. We have updated our risk assessment to reflect 
any changes in circumstances pertaining to the full return of students, and will communicate any future 
changes to you as and when we make them. You can view the risk assessment on the school website. 
 
Our control measures will continue to be followed at all times.  
 
Hygiene 
 
Students must wash/sanitise their hands on arrival at school, returning from break, before and after 
eating and when they change rooms. Rooms will have tissues and it is essential that these are used for 
coughs and sneezes and binned immediately once used (Catch It, Kill It, Bin It). 
 
It is important to remember the fact that the school will have students and staff who are vulnerable so 
it is essential to be respectful of social distancing where possible. Students must not touch each other 
or touch staff and please remember to avoid touching your face. 
 
Toilets 
 
The DfE guidance states that different year groups/bubbles do not need to be allocated their own 
toilets but students must wash their hands thoroughly after using the toilet. There will be limits on 
number allowed in a toilet area (generally a maximum of 5). 
 
Start and end of the school day 
 
We will be operating staggered finish times to minimise any unnecessary contact between parents and 
student groups. We will implement the following structure each day: 
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Year group Start time Finish time 

Year 7 08:30 15:05 

Year 8 08:30 15:10 

Year 9 08:30 15:15 

Year 10 08:30 15:10 

Year 11 08:30 15:15 

 
Where possible, please ensure students avoid public transport as a means of travelling to and from the 
school site. Walking, cycling and scooting are encouraged. 
 
Face coverings 
 
As was the case prior to the third national lockdown commencing in January 2021, students in Year 7 
and above should wear a face covering when moving around the school premises, e.g. in corridors 
where social distancing cannot be easily maintained. The government also now recommends that 
students and staff wear face coverings in classrooms where social distancing cannot be maintained so 
we will expect face coverings to be worn at all times in the building including in classrooms. Students 
exempt from wearing face coverings will not be required to wear one. 
 
Please ensure your child has access to a face covering where they are not exempt from wearing one. 
The school will maintain a limited supply of face coverings in the case that students cannot access a 
face covering, their face covering becomes soiled or damp, or they forget to bring one to school.  
 
It is important that you liaise with the House if you are exempt as it is imperative that students carry 
an exemption card at all times when on the school site. 
 
Thank you for your continued support during this tough time. We appreciate your efforts, and we look 
forward to welcoming back all of our students.  
 
Uniform and equipment 
 
Uniform should not be worn on the first day of Lateral Flow Testing. Full school uniform must be worn 
from the first day of return to school for lessons. It is advisable to wash school clothing regularly. We 
also advise that students carry their own gel sanitiser and tissues. Students should bring their own 
equipment including pens, pencil, ruler, rubber, glue stick and calculator – this must not be shared. 
 
Equipment provided by the school can be shared with a year group. Staff will continue to use the ‘sets’ 
of equipment we have prepared each year group. 
 
Textbooks can be shared as per the guidance. 
 
PE Dance kit should be worn to school and during school on the day students are timetabled for a 
PE/Dance lesson and only those days. Please bring a change of clothes in the event of wet weather and 
the need to change. 
 
In order to assist us in minimising risk of infection, please ensure your child is only bringing essential 
items to the school site each day. 
 



Lessons and timetable: 
 
The school will run as normal a timetable as is possible. As in September, pupils will be grouped as per 
their timetabled subject. Restrictions will be in place to minimise groups mixing including during break 
times and lunchtimes. Year groups will have designated zones for break and lunchtime and it is 
imperative that students remain in these areas. As in September there will be movement around the 
site at lesson change over (this is necessary to access specialist teaching areas such as labs, workshops 
and cooking areas). 
 
There will not be gatherings for assemblies until it is safe to do so – assemblies will be recorded and 
shown in Tutor Time. 
 
Staff are advised to maintain a 2m distance from students where possible, but the guidance is clear 
that staff can work across year groups. 
 
Curriculum provision in certain subject areas will be subject to change due to the need to maintain 
controls. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and support both during lockdown and with regard to helping us 
ensure a smooth and safe return to school. We are all looking forward to resuming face-to-face 
teaching and seeing the school back to the vibrant place it is when we have most students on site. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Tony Smith 
Headteacher 


