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WELCOME BACK

Y7 ROOTS GROUP

Welcome back. I hope that last week was good
for you? As we start Term 2 we are aware that
this will be a more challenging time for all of us
given the announcement of a National
Lockdown starting on Thursday (5 November).

Our Year 7 Roots Groups have entered the
Friends of Lewes nature trail competition and
decided to document the grounds of the
school.

To date, we have been fortunate that the
Covid-19 infection rate in our local area has
been low, however we must avoid
complacency and take all precautions
seriously.
It is essential that students’ behaviour in school
is exemplary and that the controls we have in
place are followed. These include:
1. Wearing a face covering in the
building when not in lessons
2. Adhering to the ‘no physical contact’
in school expectation
3. Not gathering outside of school at
the end of the day – it is imperative that
students return home and do not loiter
in the town.
We are working hard to keep the school open
but are facing mounting challenges with people
self-isolating and may need a partial closure
if we are unable to staff the school so
adhering to protective measures are essential
if we are to avoid this.

In the last two weeks of term 1 the project
incorporated literacy, numeracy, art and
science into the weekly sessions and the
students spent time surveying the plants,
animals and trees around school using
quadrat sampling methods.
Led by their teacher Alice Brooke-Smith the
students created natural pigments by grinding
mud and grass, printed leaves, sketched
outdoors and created photo collages inspired
by David Hockney.

PARENT FORUM

FRIENDS of PRIORY

Thursday 19 Nov 6pm

Tuesday 10 November

The next Parent Forum will be from 6pm
to 7pm on Thursday 19th November. The
meeting will be a remote meeting held on
Microsoft Teams.

The next Friends of Priory (FoP) meeting
will be from 7pm on Tuesday 10th
November. The meeting will be a remote
meeting held on Zoom.

Parents should sign up to the session by
visiting:
https://forms.office.com/Pages/Response
Page.aspx?id=eLxb4wS480mEngBzOxi8
Buv_nLHxhydAvfhcxFrfGPNUMEZMQlN
aWEVQSEJMTDlJQ1MwQTIyTVlEQy4u

Please do join FoP on Tuesday 10th
November to discuss fundraising events
for the year including an Online Quiz and
Christmas Raffle and plans for 2021. All
parents and carers are automatically
members of the Friends of Priory and all
are welcome.

The meeting provides parents with an
opportunity to ask the Headteacher and
Governors any question they may have
about aspects of the school. The forum
allows parents to raise and discuss
issues that are of interest and allows the
school to reflect on current issues and
consider ways to improve the school for
the benefit of all.

Please book your place via Trybooking:
https://www.trybooking.com/uk/VOO
The Minutes of the FoP 14th October
meeting are on the Friends of Priory
website under ‘About Us’:
https://www.friendsofpriory.org
You can also find out about FoP recent
fundraising successes, including
contributing to the refurbishment of three
science labs and both food tech rooms.

FIREWORK SAFETY

HSE VISIT

Please remember to keep safe during the
bonfire season.

Firework code
Only adults should deal with setting up
firework displays, the lighting of fireworks and
the safe disposal of fireworks once they have
been used (and remember, alcohol and
fireworks don't mix!). Children and young
people should be supervised, and watch and
enjoy fireworks at a safe distance. Follow
these top 10 tips for a safer fireworks party:
 Plan your firework display to make it safe
and enjoyable, and check the time you
can legally set off fireworks
 Only buy fireworks which carry the CE
mark, keep them in a closed box and use
them one at a time
 Read and follow the instructions on each
firework using a torch if necessary
 Light the firework at arm's length with a
taper and stand well back
 Keep naked flames, including cigarettes,
away from fireworks
 Never return to a firework once it has
been lit
 Don't put fireworks in pockets and never
throw them
 Direct any rocket fireworks well away from
spectators
 Never use paraffin or petrol on a bonfire
 Make sure that the fire is out and
surroundings are made safe before
leaving.

On Thursday 22 October Priory was
visited by a representative from the Health
and Safety Executive to review the
controls the school has put in place as a
result of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Priory School was one of a number of
schools randomly selected for the visits.
The whole visit took about 90 minutes and
included a tour of the school during the
lunchtime period so that the provision for
unstructured times could also be
observed.
The feedback was very positive and
complementary about the controls in place
and the way these are being implemented
by the school.
There were no issues of concern.

BEHAVIOUR IN THE
COMMUNITY
We are proud of the way the vast majority of
our students behave and respect their
community. Unfortunately there are a small
number who are not behaving in a respectful
manner outside of school.
We have had reports of students being rude
and anti-social to members of the public on
the railway bridge and in Court Road. There
are also reports from residents of Mountfield
Road of students straying onto their driveways
and gardens as well as blocking the
pavements.

ISSUES/COMPLAINTS
We are experiencing an increase in the level
of requests to resolve issues/complaints (as
are many schools nationally). Much of the
current situation is a result of the impact of the
lockdown and the controls we are all having to
manage.
Whilst the school wants to help resolve issues
and support the community, we do ask that
there is a little more understanding of the
conditions under which we are working.
If there are issues please can you ensure that
you follow the guidance about who to contact:

Needless to say this is disappointing and in
some cases totally unacceptable. We are all
part of the local community and all have a part
to play in supporting and developing a better
and safer community. This is a message we
deliver at school and would welcome your
support in doing so at home.

It is all of our responsibility to promote and
support a safe and happy community.
As per the complaints policy it is best to try to
resolve issues without the need to register a
formal complaint.

CONTACTING the
SCHOOL

CONTACT DETAILS
Changing details

Courtesy
The majority of people work constructively
with the school to resolve issues and we
are grateful for this. It is easier to resolve
issues when all parties are working
together in a productive way. When
contacting reception (or any member of
the school community) please can you
remember to act in a civil and responsible
way. Recently our receptionists have been
subject to rude, abusive and unpleasant
comments.
As with most services this behaviour will
not be tolerated and if people are rude
and abusive then, unfortunately, the
school will end conversations and cease
to engage.

Priory School
Lewes

Changing your contact details:
Sometimes contact details change and it
is important to update the school of any
changes; unfortunately, for security
reasons, we are unable to accept
change of contact details via email or
telephone, please may we ask that you
inform us one of two ways:
- completing the Change of Contact
Details form (available on the school
website);
- sending in a signed letter;
Without receiving this, we are unable to
change any details.
Thank you for your understanding.

Telephone: 01273 476231
Email: info@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
Website: https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/

