Priory School, Lewes
Newsletter
MID TERM BREAK
As we now approach the mid-term break I
hope that you are able to find some quality
time to escape the unrelenting Covid-19
situation.
We have been impressed with the way the
students have settled back into school and
focussed on their learning.
The site is calm and purposeful with a lot of
excellent participation in lessons. In the first 6
weeks of term there were 20210 achievement
points awarded. Well Done!
Please keep safe and we look forward to
seeing you in November.
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GOVERNORS
Throughout the term the Governing Body has been
working hard to provide both support and challenge to
the school.
Despite the barriers the governors have continued to
hold their scheduled meetings. In Term 1 the Teaching
and Learning Committee met on 7 October, the Strategic
Organisation Committee (finance and resources) met on
24 September and the Full Governing Body met last
week (15 October).
You can learn more about who the governors are and
what is involved by visiting:
https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/383/governing-body

COVID-19 CONTROLS
Track and Trace App
You may be aware of the recent Track and
Trace App from the NHS. The app is
available to download for anyone aged 16
and over. The use of the app does not
replace the requirement for individuals to
social distance or to report positive cases to
the school.
There is no requirement for the school to
change the mobile phone policy so phones
should be turned off when in school.
If any student, over 16, is using the app and
receives a notification stating they have been
in close contact with a positive case they
should let the school know.
Typical messages read: "Possible Covid-19
exposure. Someone you were near reported
having Covid-19. Exposure date, duration
and signal strength have been saved."
Previously, when users click on the
notifications they disappear, and when they
open the app, there is nothing to be seen and
no new advice.
Now anyone receiving the alert will also get a
second message which will say: "Covid-19
Exposure Check Complete. Don't worry, we
have assessed your risk and there is no need
to take action at this time.

Please continue to stay alert and follow the
latest advice on social distancing."
How the App Works
If an individual with the app tests positive for
COVID-19, the app will ask them to allow
those that they have been in contact with to
be alerted; the app will then alert relevant
individuals if they have been in close contact
with a positive case. ‘Close contact’ is based
on an algorithm, but generally means you’ve
been within 2 metres of someone for 15
minutes or more. Individuals are not informed
who the positive case is.
The Process for Managing Confirmed Cases
Remains the Same
It is important to remember that the agreed
process for managing confirmed cases of
COVID-19 is still in place and is not changed
by the introduction of the app. When a school
contacts the DfE helpline or the Health
Protection Team, the call will be with a
dedicated team of advisors who will inform the
setting of what action is needed based on the
latest public health advice and will work
through a risk assessment to identify close
contacts.

FIREWORK SAFETY

FIREWORK SAFETY

We have received the following message from
East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service:

Keep fireworks in a closed metal box
Follow the instructions on each firework by
torchlight, not a naked flame
Fireworks should be lit at arm’s length,
using a taper
Always supervise children around fireworks
Keep pets indoors

Dear Sir/Madam
FIREWORKS – STAYING SAFE
As the firework season approaches, East
Sussex Fire & Rescue Service would like to
remind your staff and students about firework
safety.
Fireworks are exciting to watch, but every
year many people get hurt in firework
accidents or may get involved with fireworks in
a way that puts themselves or others at risk.
Most accidents happen at family/private
displays or in the street.
Could we please ask for your help in
reminding students about the following safety
messages on our behalf. Many young people
will be aware of these dangers already and
some are more aware than the adults around
them. This year, we want to encourage
students to share this information with their
parents and carers, keeping everyone safe
during the fireworks seasons.
We have also given you links to resources
that specifically cover firework safety teaching
materials.
For Key Stage 3 & 4 students the main
safety messages are:
Never put fireworks in your pocket or throw
them
When you are watching fireworks, always
stand well back
Never go near a firework when it has been
lit. Even if it hasn’t gone off, it could still
explode
Never give sparklers to a child under five
Keep pets indoors
Safety Messages for Parents/Carers
Setting Off Fireworks
Only buy fireworks marked with the British
Standard mark, BS7114
Don’t drink alcohol if setting off fireworks

What does the law say?
The Fireworks Regulations 2004 make it an
offence to:
Sell fireworks to people under 18 years of
age
Possessing fireworks in a public place, if
you are under 18 years of age
Throw a firework in the street or public
place
Don’t let off noisy fireworks after 11.00pm
Further information on staying safe can be
obtained from the following websites and may
be useful for teachers and students:
https://www.rospa.com/HomeSafety/Advice/Fireworks-Safety
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/fireworks.html
https://www.capt.org.uk/staying-safe-aroundfireworks
https://www.fireservice.co.uk/safety/fireworksafety/

On behalf of East Sussex Fire and Rescue
Service, thank you for your support.
Yours faithfully
Nigel Cusack

West Group Manager – The City and Lewes

ISSUES/COMPLAINTS
We are experiencing an increase in the level
of requests to resolve issues/complaints (as
are many schools nationally). Much of the
current situation is a result of the impact of the
lockdown and the controls we are all having to
manage.
Whilst the school wants to help resolve issues
and support the community we do ask that
there is a little more understanding of the
conditions under which we are working.
If there are issues please can you ensure that
you follow the guidance about who to contact:

As per the complaints policy it is best to try to
resolve issues without the need to register a
formal complaint.

RECEPTION
Dropping Off items

CONTACT DETAILS
Changing your contact details:

Please be aware that the school is trying
to keep visitors to a minimum. We would
therefore appreciate support in this. We
ask that you refrain from dropping off
items at reception except essential items
such as medication or lunch.

Sometimes contact details change and it
is important to update the school of any
changes; unfortunately, for security
reasons, we are unable to accept
change of contact details via email or
telephone, please may we ask that you
inform us one of two ways:

As we are adhering to our controls we are
not using the ‘runner’ system to deliver
items.

- completing the Change of Contact
Details form (available on the school
website);

We appreciate the current situation is not
ideal but ask for your support by ensuring
students leave home with the equipment,
work and items they need for the day.

- sending in a signed letter;
Without receiving this, we are unable to
change any details.
Thank you for your understanding.
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