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GCSEs/EXAMS 2021?

REMOTE LEARNING

The need to work hard

Last Friday the Government announced that from
22 October schools must provide remote
education to pupils who are unable to attend
school due to coronavirus.

There is no doubt that the national situation with
the coronavirus has created a huge amount of
uncertainty and imbalance with regard to
education.
Last week we learned that one East Sussex
Academy was closed for a two-week period due
to confirmed cases.
Across the country, the number of secondary
school closures has increased meaning more
students facing remote learning.
As yet, no decision has been made about GCSE
examinations but there is a possibility that
schools will need to provide Centre Assessed
Grades (CAGs) in some form.

We are pleased to inform you that for Priory this
is already in place. For anyone absent from
school each subject area has provided access to
learning materials, which align with delivery in
school.
The learning resources can be found by visiting
the curriculum aspect on the school website:
https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/404/overview.
Please download the file titled ‘Remote Access to
the Curriculum’:

Even if a decision is made now it may be this
changes depending on what happens with the
virus.
Given the uncertainty it is essential every
student works hard in every lesson and
provides a strong portfolio of evidence for their
teacher in the event that Centre Assessment is
required.
you will find a description for each subject and
the link to the learning resources.

COVID-19 CONTROLS
Face Coverings
On Monday we reached a point where
the school exhausted our supplies of face
coverings.
It is essential that students bring a face
covering (and a spare) to school each
day unless they are exempt.
From Tuesday, we have had to amend
our practice so, if your son/daughter
arrives at school without a face covering,
the House Head will contact you and
request that you bring one to school
ASAP. Your child will need to wait
outside until this arrives.

SUSPECTED CASES of
COVID – Free Tests
The current guidance for patients is to
check symptoms
here https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19 and to
book a test following instructions
here https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/corona
virus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-atest-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
You can get a free test if:
 you have any symptoms of







We would like to say a huge ‘Thank
You’ to those parents who have donated
face masks and saline solution to the
school – this is most generous and very
welcome!

coronavirus (a high temperature, a
new, continuous cough or a loss or
change to your sense of smell or
taste)
you're getting a test for someone you
live with who has symptoms
you live in England and have been
told to get a test before you go into
hospital, for example, for surgery
your local council asks you to get a
test
you're taking part in a government
pilot project

Alternatively you can call 119.
Please see the letter from NHS at the
end of this newsletter

SOCIAL MEDIA
Although social media has many merits
there are also many dangers and pitfalls
with the use and access to social media.
We have recently been dealing with a
number of issues around the inappropriate
use of social media – insulting posts
resulting in considerable hurt to those
involved. We are also aware of students
using social media to post pranks and
jokes, some of which have not been
interpreted as such, once again this
causes immense distress, worry and
concern.
Please can you reinforce the fact that
social media should not be used for
malicious, abusive and threating
messages. Such actions are, in fact, in
many cases criminal offences.

CLOTHING
As the weather turns cooler, we advise
that students wear base layers under
their polo shirts (short sleeve layers that
do not show outside of the polo shirt) plus
wear a school jumper to help keep
warm.
By wearing base layers, students will be
warmer, as we need to ventilate rooms
more regularly as part of our Covid-19
controls.
We also advise bringing a waterproof
coat to school as the weather becomes
wetter. A waterproof coat will offer better
protection against the wet than a cotton
sweatshirt!

BLACK HISTORY
MONTH

CAREERS ACTIVITIES
Online Talks Restarting – For Students

(Year 10 +)
During the summer the BSMS Admissions and
Outreach Team launched a series of talks online
designed for secondary schools students from
Year 10 upwards.

October is Black History Month and the
school will be delivering a range of
activities across subject areas.
The Visual & Performing Arts will be
introducing students to a black artist of
the week in each of the subject areas.
There is a very good documentary
available on i-player with regard to this
topic:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0bcy4k
d/whoever-heard-of-a-black-artist-britainshidden-art-history

The English Curriculum Area have
developed a wide range of resources for
reading around the topic.
Many subjects have integrated themes
which address related issues such as
Racism in Life Skills, The Blues in Music,
Race and Ethnicity in Sociology and the
issue of slavery in History to name a few.

The talks explored a variety of topics and had a
really fantastic uptake with students both in the
UK and worldwide. BSMS are relaunching these
for the autumn starting in October and will be
looking at areas such as medical school
interviews, the NHS and getting into medicine.
All the talks are free to attend, but spaces are
limited. Tickets can be booked on our events
page here.

BSMS Virtual Work Experience – Year 9+:
The BSMS Virtual Work Experience, which has
recently led to BSMS being nominated for
a Social Mobility Award, is still live and freely
available for any students hoping to access "real
world" clinical experience.
This may be of particular interest in the current
climate and is a fantastic online resource which
explores some of the key values attributed to
being an NHS doctor in a variety of specialities.
Using patient case studies, interactive quizzes
and activities, the platform encourages students
to carefully consider the role of doctor whilst
reflecting on their own strengths and
weaknesses.
Link:
https://bsmsoutreach.thinkific.com/courses/VWE
.

BSMS OUTREACH
BSMS Newsletter
The BSMS Outreach Team circulate a
newsletter on the 1st of each month which
includes information, articles and updates
related to studying medicine and BSMS
itself.
BSMS include interviews with current
students, timely reminders and updates
about our own events. The newsletter is
open to any and all to sign up for and you
can sign up on the BSMS website here. If
you would like to read the most recent
edition you can do so here.

CONTACT DETAILS
Changing your contact details:
Sometimes contact details change and it
is important to update the school of any
changes; unfortunately, for security
reasons, we are unable to accept
change of contact details via email or
telephone, please may we ask that you
inform us one of two ways:
- completing the Change of Contact
Details form (available on the school
website);
- sending in a signed letter;
Without receiving this, we are unable to
change any details.
Thank you for your understanding.
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