Priory School, Lewes
Newsletter
FIRST WEEK
A vibrant school
The school feels more like a school now we
have welcomed back the vast majority of our
students. It is, therefore, disappointing that
following a positive case on Tuesday some
students need to self-isolate only a week after
returning (this is the government guidance).
We know that having a routine is important to
our own mental health and wellbeing. We also
appreciate for some, adjusting to routine takes
a little time so it is important we all work
together to help the smooth running of the
school.
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LATERAL FLOW
TESTING KITS
Home Testing
We are close to completing the three Lateral
Flow Tests (LFT) for all students in school for
whom we received consent.
Students have/will be issued three Home
Testing Kits after their third test in school. It is
important that you read the instructions
carefully and administer the test twice a week
providing a 3 to 5 day gap between tests.

Our expectations have not changed over
lockdown so every student should be in full
school uniform. Students must arrive before
08:30am to ensure that the day starts on time.
It is good to see how many students have
readjusted to their lessons and are engaging
positively.
We are pleased that we have been able to
open up the school field (when the weather
permits).
This term ends on Thursday 1 April so there
are only just over two weeks of term left,
please make the most of it.
The last day of Term 4 will end after period
3 (12.30pm). Please note that this will affect
those who use buses as the buses will not
stop at the school.

All positive results from a rapid flow test
undertaken at home do need to be confirmed
with a standard PCR test.
This is because these tests are not conducted
in a controlled environment and will not have
trained staff on hand.
Therefore, following a positive LFT test at
home, a confirmatory PCR test should be
booked online or by calling 119. Whilst
awaiting the PCR result, the student and their
close contacts should self-isolate. If the PCR
test is negative, it overrides the self-test LFT 1
test (at home only) and a student can return to
school.

BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK

STANDING TOGETHER

5th – 14th March

Support Friends of Priory
We still have copies of ‘Standing Together’
available for only £5. The book contains
poems, photos, and paintings from the local
community, staff and students.

British Science Week is a ten-day celebration
of science, technology, engineering and
maths.
Calling young inventors!
We're looking for the weirdest, wackiest chainreaction machines you can think of.
Think Wallace & Gromit's Breakfast Machine,
or a ridiculous Rube Goldberg device. The
wilder the better! Don't worry, you don't have
to build it (unless you want to!), just a picture
is enough. You have between the 5th March
2021 - 25th March 2021 to submit your
designs.
To learn more please go to the website.

To purchase a copy simply print off the order
form (available on the school Facebook page)

Email Amanda Burgess for details
AJB@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
All proceeds from sales will go to Friends of
Priory and help to purchase resources to
support those students needing additional
mental health support.
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GCSE GRADING

HOMEWORK

Overview of process

Arrangements until Easter

Students following courses which require
grading this summer will receive an on-line
assembly with regard to the process we have
put in place.

As part of the process of return to school we
made a decision not to set homework for all
classes except Year 11. We will start setting
homework for Year 10 where it is necessary.

The last day for assessments to support the
grading process at Priory School will be
Thursday 20th May. In order to support
standardisation Friday 21 May will be an
INSET Day. This will allow quality time to
focus on standardisation and moderation of
the portfolio evidence.

After Easter you can expect an increase in
homework, however as Year 11 grading is
demanding a considerable amount of work
there is unlikely to be resumption of full
homework setting until w/c 17 May.

A key aspect supporting the grading is the
‘Portfolio of Evidence’ in each subject. To
ensure consistency the same evidence is
needed for each student in the subject – most
of this will consist of ‘in class assessments’.
These are assessments not exams but they
are important as they provide evidence of the
level at which a student is working.
Information about the process is shared on
our website (and includes the assessment
map): https://www.priory.esussex.sch.uk/1572/gcse-grading-2021

LOCAL AUTHORITY
CONSULTATION ON
TERM TIMES 2022-23
Reminder that the Local Authority is
consulting with regard to the 2022-23 term
times.
The consultation is available on the Council’s
Consultation Hub or can be viewed by using
the following link
https://consultation.eastsussex.gov.uk/
The consultation closes on 25 March.
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SAFEGUARDING

CONTACT DETAILS

Priory School is committed to safeguarding and
promoting the welfare of all children.
We expect all members of our school
community to share this commitment. We are
all alert to the signs of abuse and neglect and
follow agreed procedures to ensure that all
pupils and families feel supported, protected
and kept safe.

Changing details

Direct designated safeguarding support
provided by one of our Safeguarding
Leads detailed below;
Miss Suzanne Howells - Designated
Safeguarding Lead (Ext 377)
Mrs Sab Sahota Lyons - Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead (Ext 376)
Please telephone 01273 476231 during
school opening hours.

Changing your contact details:
Sometimes contact details change and it is
important to update the school of any
changes; unfortunately, for security reasons,
we are unable to accept change of contact
details via email or telephone, please may
we ask that you inform us one of two ways:
- completing the Change of Contact Details
form (available on the school website:
https://prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploa
ds/document/Change-of-detailsform.pdf?t=1544527326)
- sending in a signed letter;

Alternatively, you can contact us by e-mail on:
Suzanne.Howells@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
Sab.Sahota-Lyons@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
Pastoral support provided by the House
Heads detailed below:
AIR: Ext 379 Mrs T. Allsobrook (Mon & Tues)
TA@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
Mrs A. Brown (Wed, Thurs & Fri)
AB@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
EARTH: Ext 207. Mrs E Sheffield ES@priory.esussex.sch.uk
FIRE: Ext 205. Mrs D Plant DJP@priory.esussex.sch.uk
WATER: Ext 308. Mrs K Coppard KEC@priory.esussex.sch.uk

If you haven’t as yet provided us with your
email address, please can you do so via
the Change of details form.
Without receiving this, we are unable to
change any details.
Thank you for your understanding.

Please be aware that during the current time
monitoring of the House phones will be limited.

Priory School
Lewes

Telephone: 01273 476231
Email: info@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
Website: https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/
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