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EXCELLENT START
Our students have made an
excellent start to this academic
year. This is very different to the
start of previous years but the
students have responded well to the
controls and expectations to help
with reducing the risk of the virus
whilst maintaining a clear and
purposeful approach to learning.
We have been working hard to
ensure we all follow the behaviour
expectations of the school (see the
item below) and the students have
responded well.

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
If you have found yourself facing
hardship because of the
coronavirus pandemic it may be
that you now qualify for Free School
Meals (FSM). The criteria include:




Income Support
income-based Jobseeker’s
Allowance
income-related Employment and
Support Allowance



support under Part VI of the
Immigration and Asylum Act
1999
 the guaranteed element of
Pension Credit
 Child Tax Credit (provided
you’re not also entitled to
Working Tax Credit and have
an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)
 Working Tax Credit run-on paid for 4 weeks after you
stop qualifying for Working
Tax Credit
 Universal Credit - if you apply
on or after 1 April 2018 your
household income must be
less than £7,400 a year (after
tax and not including any
benefits you get)
You can apply via the LA:
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/e
ducationandlearning/schools/sch
ool-life/meals/free/

NEWSLETTER
We would normally be sending
out a monthly newsletter but
due to the current situation, we
are likely to be sending out a
weekly version in order to keep
you updated as best we can.
We will also post information
via our website, twitter feed and
on the Facebook page.

E - SAFETY
During the lockdown it was reported that there was
a significant increase in E-safety issues nationally.
This was, mostly, due to the fact that the use of
technology increased significantly and young
people were spending a lot more time online.
Please can we remind parents and carers to be
vigilant about the use of technology.
With the increased use of ‘apps’ it is essential that
we all follow some basic guidelines:
1. Apps should be age appropriate
2. Privacy settings should be set high
3. Avoid being drawn into random searches
that could lead to disturbing material.
4. Avoid sharing information on a public
platform

Please check the school website for more E-safety
information: https://www.priory.esussex.sch.uk/516/online-safety

COVID-19 CONTROLS
We have received a number of email enquiries
regarding some of the controls we have put in
place.
Our overarching aim is to keep the school open
and avoid potential closures – we want students in
school and benefitting from face to face teaching.
To support this ambition we are doing what we can
to minimize the risk of spreading the disease. Face
coverings and a one-way system in corridors are
important as we have narrow corridors and need to
reduce ‘crossing’ where possible. We have to
protect our staff as we do not want to be in a
position where we have insufficient numbers of
staff in school to provide our core services.
We are following the guidance to keep students in
year group bubbles and reduce contact across
bubbles – this is one reason for year group zones
during break and lunch.
After the end of school it is essential students leave
the vicinity of the school and avoid waiting for
others as this leads to larger numbers of people
gathering in a small area ( and we need to adhere
to the rule of six once outside of school).
If a student is unwell then please do not come

into school but stay away and consult with your GP .
and only return when well.
From the NHS, the main symptoms of Covid -19
are:
1. High temperature: this means you feel hot
to touch on your chest or back (you do not
need to measure your temperature).
2. A new, continuous cough: this means
coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3
or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if
you usually have a cough, it may be worse
than usual).
3. A loss or change to your sense of smell or
taste.

BEHAVIOUR IN SCHOOL
Students have received a video assembly plus
explanation from their tutors with regard to the
behaviour expectations.
We have stressed the fact that our school
community believes in a positive learning
environment which promotes and values
1. Calmness
2. Hard Work
3. Respect
We have explained how each of these looks in
terms of the classroom, during lesson changeover
and at break and lunchtime.
The slides on the right are those used in the
presentation (if you zoom on the page you may find
these easier to read)

PRIORY SCHOOL
VISION & ETHOS
Last academic year the governing body spent
considerable time revisiting the vision and
ethos of the school.
The vision has been reworked to identify the
key characteristics of a student on leaving the
school at the end of Year 11.
We want all of our community to share our
vision and work with us to strive for these
attributes.
We know the importance of partnership and the
power this can have when everyone is working
towards the same goals.
The full document can be downloaded from our
website:
https://prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/upload
s/document/Vision-Values-Ethos-March2020.pdf?t=1591273394

READY, STEADY, GO
Ready, Steady, Go is a free 8 week programme for
children aged 4-11 and their families. The focus of
the programme is to help families achieve and
maintain a healthy weight by making small and
achievable lifestyle changes. Further information
about the programme, to include frequently asked
questions, can be found here.
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, ESSH are
currently delivering a virtual programme, with weekly
sessions lasting up to an hour. The programme
covers a range of important lifestyle topics including
healthy eating, being active, sleep and screen time.
Within the sessions, families will be able to interact
in group discussions, ask questions and give
opinions, as well as take part in a variety of
challenges and activities.
In addition to attending the group sessions, families
will also have the opportunity to access 1:1 support
throughout the duration of the programme where
they can discuss their individual progress.
The next groups will start the week commencing
5th October 2020.

For more information on how to join Ready, Steady,
Go, contact the East Sussex School Health Service
on: 0300 123 4062/ esschoolhealthservice@nhs.net



INSET DAY (21 SEPT)
Please note the school is closed to students on Monday 21
September for the staff appraisal day

YEAR 7 SCREENING
Please be aware that Year 7 Literacy Screening will take
place in English Lessons over a two-week period
commencing Tuesday 22st Sept 2020.
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