Priory School, Lewes
Newsletter

Issue 15 January 2021

WELCOME BACK

REMOTE LEARNING

HAPPY NEW YEAR

5 – 8 January

Welcome Back to a new term, new year and,
sadly, another Lockdown.

From Tuesday 5 January, lessons for all year
groups are being delivered remotely. All
students will access their normal timetabled
lessons via MicroSoft Teams:
https://www.office.com (with the exception of
Maths and Arts which will be via EduLink).
Lessons will include an introduction, activities
and ‘live’ interaction with the class teacher for
some of the lesson. This will vary from
subject to subject as the particular content
will vary.
All assignments are set on MicroSoft Teams
and further support can be found at:
https://www.priory.esussex.sch.uk/510/external-access

I hope you had an enjoyable and restful
Christmas and New Year.
We are disappointed that we have to start
the year with partial closure and most
students accessing remote learning but will
do our best to provide quality learning
opportunities.

Early Closure on Thursday
7 January 2020
Please be aware school will close at
12.30pm on Thursday 7 January 2021 for
the Year 8 Parent – Teacher consultations.
This means that on line lessons will stop at
12.30pm and those in school will leave after
period 3.
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GCSEs SUMMER 2021
Arrangements for grading
The move to a national lockdown announced
on Monday evening still leaves many
questions unanswered.
I appreciate that being told:
‘We do not think it is possible for exams to go
ahead fairly this summer. The Secretary of
State for Education will be asking Ofqual to
consult rapidly on an approach for alternative
arrangements that will allow students to
progress fairly.’
will have caused some anxiety and concern
about what process will be used to award
grades in the summer. As yet we have no
more information but need to stress it is
essential that students working towards
examinations continue to work as hard as
possible and produce high quality work to
support their portfolio of evidence.

YEAR 11 PARENTS
EVENING
Thursday 11 February
Given the fact that we are in a lockdown and
the mock examinations cannot be delivered to
the intended timeline we are proposing to
bring forward the Year 11 Parents Evening to
Thursday 11 February.
We feel this is important as we want to
provide the opportunity for parents to meet
with staff and discuss progress sooner rather
than later. This will also enable you to discuss
the successes and challenges of remote
learning provision with the subject teacher

More detail regarding booking
appointments will be provided in the
coming weeks.

We still intend to try and run mock
examinations when Year 11 return (hopefully
in March) but the detail and final decision
about these is unknown.
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YEAR 8 PARENTS
EVENING
Thursday 7 January
1.15pm to 3.30pm
As a reminder, we are still delivering the
Year 8 Parents Evening on Thursday 7
January 2021.
To facilitate this, we will have an early
closure of school based activities on
Thursday 7th January at 12:30.
The consultations will be delivered using
the remote access facility provided via
‘The School Cloud’

ONLINE SAFETY
Remote Learning
As most remote learning is on-line I would like
to take this opportunity to remind you of the
potential risks. It is important that you are
careful who you share information with, what
Apps and Software you use.
Sadly, in these times of crisis there are some
who use this as an opportunity to exploit our
vulnerabilities. Our advice is to maintain a
healthy cautiousness with the many ‘offers’ that
seem to be arriving!
You can find additional support about how to
stay safe online at the following links:

 Thinkuknow(advice from the National
Crime Agency to stay safe online:
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ )
 Internet matters (support for parents and
carers to keep their children safe online)
 Parent info (support for parents and carers
to keep their children safe online)
 LGfL (support for parents and carers to
keep their children safe online)
 Net-aware (support for parents and careers
from the NSPCC)
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RESPONSES to
COMMUNICATION
As stated in newsletter #14 we do work
hard to respond to email and phone
messages however an instant response is
not always possible. As we are now in
lockdown it is important to understand that
we will try to respond as soon as possible
but our expectation is that staff will
respond to email and phone calls within
three working days.
We are aware that on many occasions,
there is a same day or next day response
and we are pleased when this happens. It
is not always possible to provide such a
quick turnaround as some staff are part
time, there are days when the demands
on staff time mean that access to email
and/or a telephone is a challenge plus
there are also occasions when we have
staff absences.

CONTACT DETAILS
Changing details
Changing your contact details:
Sometimes contact details change and it
is important to update the school of any
changes; unfortunately, for security
reasons, we are unable to accept
change of contact details via email or
telephone, please may we ask that you
inform us one of two ways:
- completing the Change of Contact
Details form (available on the school
website);
- sending in a signed letter;
If you haven’t as yet provided us with
your email address, please can you do
so via the Change of details form.
Without receiving this, we are unable to
change any details.
Thank you for your understanding.
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