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Priory School, Lewes                                                        

Newsletter                      
WEEK 2 TERM 2 

 

 
 
We hope you had a good weekend and 
enjoyed the Bonfire Celebrations if you were 
involved in any way. 
 
Well done to Year 11 who have completed 
their first week of mock examinations and now 
are completing the last week of examinations. 
 
This week we have the Year 8 Parent- 
Teacher Consultations so school will be 
closing earlier on Wednesday. At 1.30pm for 
Year 9 and 11 and at 2.10pm for Years 7,8 
and 10. 
 
As you should be aware the school will be 
commencing the process to recruit a 
Headteacher and there is a message from the 
Chair of Governors to all parents and carers 
on page 2. 
 
The next Parent Forum is on Thursday 18 
November at 6pm (see page 4 for more detail 
and how to register to attend). 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Issue #10 November 2021 

ARTS PROJECT 

Day of the Dead 

The Art department is delighted to be 
exhibiting a colourful and inclusive display of 
Year 9 Day of the Dead masks inspired by 
traditional Mexican sugar skulls.  Plain 
cardboard masks were transformed into 3D 
relief skull form and elaborately decorated by 
Year 9 students during term 6 of last year.  
The exhibition is of masks made by virtually 
every student, with few exceptions.  
 

 
 
A Word of Thanks 
Curriculum Leader of Visual & Performing Arts, 
Bianca Faricy, would like to publicly thank 
Friends of Priory for allocating funds to the Art 
department to go towards updating digital 
technology for the GCSE Photography course.  
There are plans to purchase additional 
computers, DSLR cameras and scanners. 
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COVID-19 Vaccines  

Textline for 12-15 year olds 

NHS have launched a Textline for healthy 12-

15 year olds wishing to receive the COVID-19 

vaccine – or those wanting to find out more 

about it.  

The Textline will give them access to expert 

advice from registered healthcare 

professionals; and this will include providing 

information to them on consent issues and 

process.  

This is a service for 12-15 year olds only so 

the team will not provide advice to parents, 

carers and legal guardians regarding the 

COVID-19 vaccine.  

The service can be accessed by texting 

07312277727. The team will not provide 

advice to parents, carers and legal guardians 

regarding the COVID-19 vaccine. Instead, 

there are existing pathways in place that will 

manage these enquiries, namely the COVID-

19 Vaccination General Enquiries:  

• Telephone: 0800 433 4545 (open 9am – 

4pm, Monday to Friday)  

• Email: vaccineenquiries@nhs.net.  

The Textline will be managed using a web 

based platform called ChatHealth. ChatHealth 

is a secure and confidential text messaging 

service used by Sussex Community NHS 

Foundation Trust School Nursing Teams.  

MESSAGE FROM THE 

CHAIR of GOVERNORS 

Dear Parent/Carer 

As you are aware Tony Smith has announced 

his intention to retire at the end of the 

academic year. The appointment of a new 

Headteacher is the responsibility of the 

governors, and as the Chair of Governors, I 

want to make parents aware of the process 

involved. The appointment of a new 

Headteacher is perhaps the most important 

challenge faced by governors and will need 

detailed planning. 

Our aim is for the post to be advertised 

nationally in early December with a deadline for 

applications by early January.  

It is our intention to try to make an appointment 

before the end of January 2022 for a new 

Headteacher to start in September 2022. This 

will allow for a full induction period and for the 

new Headteacher to play a significant role in 

planning for the next academic year.  

It is the intention of the governors to include 

staff, parents/carers and students in the 

process: we will seek opportunities to consult 

whenever possible and keep staff and parents 

up to date with progress.  

I am sure that you will all join me in recognising 

the contribution of Tony to the development of 

the school, and we will celebrate this in the 

summer next year. 

Peter Colbourn, Chair of Governors 

 

mailto:vaccineenquiries@nhs.net
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LEWES FOOD BANKS 

Please help 

Help us to combat Food Insecurity-Collection 

for Lewes Food Banks 

When – Monday 8 November to Friday 12 

November 

Where - The table in reception  

What – Here is a list of the most needed items; 

• Tinned Meat, Fish, Fruit and 

Vegetables. 

• Packs of Fruit juice for childrens lunch 

boxes 

• Tea, Coffee and Hot Chocolate                                        

• Biscuits and Cereal Bars 

• Jam/Marmalade/Peanut Butter/Marmite 

• Longlife Milk and Juice 

Please do not bring any fresh foods as the 

food banks do not have storage for this! 

Thank you - we will deliver the food to the 

Food Banks on week commencing 15 

November 

 

Lewes has 3 Food Banks – Malling, Landport 

and Fitzjohns. 

Last month volunteers collected outside 

Tesco, Aldi and Waitrose and received a 

record breaking 7,172 items for the Lewes 

Food banks. 

 

COVID CONTROLS 

Face Coverings and 

Contingency Plan 

As the Covid rates in the local and surrounding 

areas are increasing face coverings are an 

important control measure in the spaces with 

little ventilation such as the narrow corridors in 

the school. 

We therefore ask that students make every 
effort to bring their own face covering to 
school – we are still distributing over 300 per 
day! 

 
We have also updated our contingency plan 
(required in the event of a significant increase in 
covid outbreaks in the school) and this can be 
found on the website at: https://www.priory.e-
sussex.sch.uk/1239/covid-19  
 

 

https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/1239/covid-19
https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/1239/covid-19
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SOCIAL MEDIA 

KINDNESS DAY 

Tuesday 9 November 

Tuesday (9 November) is Social Media 

Kindness Day (SMKD). 

SMKD was created to raise awareness of the 

impact social media has on people. Every time 

social media is used it leaves an ‘imprint’ and 

although most people use social media for 

positive reasons sometimes comments and 

posts can cause hurt and upset. 

SMKD was set up in memory of TV presenter 

Caroline Flack. You can learn more at: 

https://www.socialmediakindnessday.com/  

 

One action you can take is to make a kindness 

pledge. To do so, go to the SMKD website. 

 

PARENT FORUM  

Thursday 18 November 

6pm 

The next Parent Forum will be from 6pm to 

7pm on Thursday 18th November. The 

meeting will be held in the school hall/canteen 

between 6pm and 7pm. 

 

The meeting provides parents with an 

opportunity to ask the Headteacher and 

Governors any question they may have about 

aspects of the school. The forum allows 

parents to raise and discuss issues that are of 

interest and allows the school to reflect on 

current issues and consider ways to improve 

the school. 

 

Please can you email:  

 fv@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk and inform us of 

how many adults will be attending. Please can 

you inform us by Monday 15 November so 

we can arrange the room to support Covid 

controls. 

 

  

 

https://www.socialmediakindnessday.com/
mailto:fv@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
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"Fiction gives us empathy: it puts us inside the minds of 

other people, gives us the gifts of seeing the world 

through their eyes. Fiction is a lie that tells us true 

things, over and over"  

Neil Gaiman. 
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Priory School 

Lewes 
 

Telephone: 01273 476231 

Email: info@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

Website: https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/  

 

SAFEGUARDING 
Priory School is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of all children.  
We expect all members of our school 
community to share this commitment. We are 
all alert to the signs of abuse and neglect and 
follow agreed procedures to ensure that all 
pupils and families feel supported, protected 
and kept safe. 
  

Direct designated safeguarding support 
provided by one of our Safeguarding 
Leads detailed below; 

Miss Suzanne Howells - Designated 
Safeguarding Lead (Ext 377) 
Mrs Sab Sahota Lyons - Deputy Designated 
Safeguarding Lead (Ext 376) 

Please telephone 01273 476231 during 
school opening hours. 
 
Alternatively, you can contact us by e-mail on: 
Suzanne.Howells@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk  
Sab.Sahota-Lyons@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk  

 
Pastoral support provided by the House 
Heads detailed below: 

 
AIR: Ext 310 Ms E Reeve EBR@priory.e-
sussex.sch.uk (Mon, Tues, Wed) 
                      Mrs A Brown (Thurs & Fri) 
AB@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

EARTH: Ext 207. Mrs E Sheffield ES@priory.e-
sussex.sch.uk  

FIRE: Ext 205. Mrs D Plant DJP@priory.e-
sussex.sch.uk  

WATER: Ext 308. Mrs K Coppard KEC@priory.e-
sussex.sch.uk 

 
Please be aware that during the current time 
monitoring of the House phones will be limited.  

 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Changing details 
Changing your contact details:  

Sometimes contact details change and it is 

important to update the school of any 

changes; unfortunately, for security reasons, 

we are unable to accept change of contact 

details via email or telephone, please may 

we ask that you inform us one of two ways:  

- completing the Change of Contact Details 

form (available on the school website: 
https://prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploa

ds/document/Change-of-details-

form.pdf?t=1544527326) 

- sending in a signed letter;  

If you haven’t as yet provided us with your 

email address, please can you do so via 

the Change of details form. 

Without receiving this, we are unable to 

change any details.  

Thank you for your understanding. 
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