
 
 

 

EAST SUSSEX YOUTH 

CABINET WEBINARS 
The Youth Cabinet have produced a series of 

eight short films to address some of the most 

frequently raised questions by students, since 

the return to school in September. 

The webinar features conversations with the 
three school area leads - Anna 
Robinson, Beacon Academy; Peter 
Marchant, Cavendish School; and Doreen 
Cronin, St Richard’s Catholic College - 
alongside Darrell Gale, Director of Public 
Health; and Elizabeth Funge and Jessica 
Stubbings from the Standards and Learning 
Effectiveness Team in Children’s Services. 

The films are intended to strengthen existing 
information, advice and guidance.  

Welcome and introductions (2.27) 

Why might schools take different approaches to school 
organisation and teaching? (4.53) 

How can students stay safe when travelling to and from 
school? (3.48) 

Reassurance on support and time to catch up at school 
(4.00) 

Support for students who have difficulty getting back 
into school life (3.56) 

What advice is there for students studying for exams? 
(4.13) 

How are schools making sure that pupils' concerns are 
listened to? (3.49) 

What are the 'We are Ready' online resources? (6.58) 

Full playlist (Approx. 32 minutes 
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COVID-19 

Current controls 
We are pleased with the way most students 

have adapted to the controls the school has 

put in place to help reduce the risk of spread 

of the Covid-19 virus. 

We do understand how the restrictions are 

wearing and frustrating but we have to avoid 

being complacent.  

It would be a great help if you could 

reinforce the need to follow the school 

controls with your daughters and/or sons. 

Just one positive case can have a dramatic 

impact on others and mean that significant 

numbers of our community will need to self-

isolate. We, therefore, need to do as much as 

we can in school to minimise the risks. 

As stated in a previous newsletter we are 

doing all we can to keep the school open, 

deliver a high quality education and support 

the community with the challenges that we 

face.  

To do this we need to be able to staff the 

school and we are facing challenges when 

staff are ill and/or self-isolating. 

Please also stress the need to follow controls 

when in the community such as keeping to 

social distance guidance.  

 

 

https://youtu.be/QhXfbFmEnP4
https://youtu.be/tUUqzH4HtXs
https://youtu.be/tUUqzH4HtXs
https://youtu.be/y8_X-IqK6Zw
https://youtu.be/y8_X-IqK6Zw
https://youtu.be/k-2T4U7N0H0
https://youtu.be/k-2T4U7N0H0
https://youtu.be/SKhVeY8gOiQ
https://youtu.be/SKhVeY8gOiQ
https://youtu.be/c2vJ1bBhntc
https://youtu.be/c2vJ1bBhntc
https://youtu.be/K84sLtqA8sI
https://youtu.be/K84sLtqA8sI
https://youtu.be/fiSw5S_Z-Jk
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLIIRbSzjMRLEvONmXYess3jNr2AlGvhbN


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

PARENT EVENING 

Year 8 Wed 11th  

November 
Thank you to those of you who participated in 

the first parent-teacher consultation last 

Wednesday (11 November).  

We appreciate this was a ‘mixed bag’ of 

experiences and as outlined in the letter sent 

we do apologise for the frustrations that were 

encountered by many of you. 

We have undertaken an investigation and it 

seems a significant part of the problem was 

due to the fact that the Local Authority 

internet (our provider) experienced issues 

due to ‘external attacks’ on their website. On 

Wednesday evening the LA were trying to 

resolve these issues which created issues for 

all users of the LA system and therefore 

those staff who remained in school to 

undertake the consultations. 

We have been assured that the additional 

securities are now in place. 

We will now seek to find a time for additional 

meetings for those who were denied the 

opportunity to speak to the teachers. 

 

 

NATIONAL THEATRE 

ACCESS 

Free resources for you 

Priory School Drama department has 

successfully applied for access to the National 

Theatre Collection.  

This means students and their families can 

access the National Theatre Collection. 

  

You can access this at: 

https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com but need 

a Username and Password which is supplied 

to the student by the teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/


 
 

 

GOVERNOR - PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCIES 

Information about the Governors and seeking volunteers to fill the role of Parent Governor – closes 

midday on Friday 27th November 2020 

 

At present we have three vacancies for the role of parent governor and we are in the process of 

calling for volunteers to fill those roles; so it seemed timely to remind you of some of those who 

are on the governing board. Being a governor is both interesting and rewarding. It is a serious 

undertaking but there is plenty of training available if you want it (even at the moment) and we 

are a friendly and welcoming group. 

If you would like to apply, please see the following link on the website: 

https://www.priory.esussex.sch.uk/download?file=https://prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploa

ds/lettershome/Parent-governor-vacancies-Nov-2020.docx?t=1605008239 

 

  David Conway Co-opted Governor – Parent of a child educated at Priory school 

and lives in Lewes. A background in finance and insurance with over 20 years’ experience in 

senior finance roles in and around London. Currently Finance Director of a travel medical 

services company.  

 Gaydree Wrigley Co-opted Governor – I have been a School Business manager 
since 2012 and I am passionate about the importance of education. I am a strong advocate of 
healthy eating and caring for our environment. I love the positive ethos at Priory and being part 
of a team working together to keep it a happy and successful school.    

  Graham Arr-Jones Foundation/Trust Governor - As a former parent governor and 

chair and a long-standing resident of Lewes I very much wish to see the links between school 

and community continue to strengthen.  Lewes Co-operative Learning Partnership (LCLP), 

which I chair as a Priory Foundation Governor, encourages co-operative working between 

Lewes schools to provide the very best education possible for all children and young people in 

our communities. 

 

https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/download?file=https://prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Parent-governor-vacancies-Nov-2020.docx?t=1605008239
https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/download?file=https://prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Parent-governor-vacancies-Nov-2020.docx?t=1605008239


 
 
 

 John Griffiths Foundation/Trust Governor - I am proud to say I have been a 

governor at Priory School since 2014. During this time, I have enjoyed getting to know the staff 

and students and gaining a strategic insight into the School's operations, from finance through 

to the delivery of teaching and learning in the classroom. I am also a Trustee of the Lewes Co-

operative Learning Partnership (LCLP), which fosters cooperation between the wider groups of 

schools in Lewes.  

  Ken Caplan Local Authority Governor - Prior to becoming a governor at Priory in 

2018, I was a governor at Western Road Community Primary School for 6 years. In my day job, 

I work in international development focused on ensuring access to safe drinking water and 

sanitation services mainly in Africa.  

  Liz Webb Parent Governor - I am a Priory parent and an active member of the 
Friends of Priory since 2014, including organising refreshments for school events to raise funds 
for the school. I am keen to represent the views and perspectives of parents and to support 
music and the arts at Priory. I run my own arts management company, promoting composers 
and top professional musicians and managing tours, concerts and recordings.  

 Peter Colebourn Co-opted Governor - As a governor I want Priory School, along 

with its partner primary schools, to be at the heart of the local community. As a member of local 

sports organisations, I wish the school to have an inclusive and active commitment to physical 

and health education. I also believe that the creative arts - Dance, Music, Visual Art and Drama 

- are at the heart of a successful school. I live in central Lewes and am retired after 23 year in 

senior management in large secondary schools. I also taught an MA in Educational Leadership 

and Management at Christ Church University, Canterbury. I share the values, which the school 

has developed and seeks to promote. 

  Sarah Hinks Co-opted Governor – I have been a Governor at Priory for 13 years 

and lead on areas I am passionate about, Safeguarding and Child Protection, Mental Health 

and Wellbeing, Careers Education. I initially joined the governing body as a parent governor but 

now am a Co-opted governor. My three children all attended the school some years ago but I 

still enjoy the challenge of being a governor and supporting the school to continue to strive for 

the best outcomes for all our children. 

 

 



 
 

 

 Sarah Roberts Co-opted Governor - I have three children who have all attended 
Priory and I have seen changes in education over these years. I am a historian and have 
lectured at Sussex and Kingston Universities but I now work with young adults with SEND. My 
four-year term as a parent governor has just ended but I am going to continue as a co-opted 
member. I have gained a wide range of experience as a school governor; it is a most rewarding 
way to get to know your school. 
 

  Suzy Carpenter Co-opted Governor - I have lived near Lewes for about 27 years 

and have been working at Priory school as a Science Technician for 9 years. Having had 

experience as both a student and staff member at Priory has allowed me to see both sides of 

the education system here and I hope to use that experience to make the school a happy and 

successful place for staff, students, and parents. 

  Tony Smith – Headteacher I have been Headteacher at Priory School since 2010. 

When not embroiled in school issues I enjoy walking, reading and watching my local village 

football team. 

 

Parent Governor Vacancies 

If you would like to apply, please see the following link on the website: 

https://www.priory.esussex.sch.uk/download?file=https://prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploa

ds/lettershome/Parent-governor-vacancies-Nov-2020.docx?t=1605008239 

 

 

https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/download?file=https://prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Parent-governor-vacancies-Nov-2020.docx?t=1605008239
https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/download?file=https://prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Parent-governor-vacancies-Nov-2020.docx?t=1605008239


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHAKESPEARE 

SCHOOLS FESTIVAL 

(SSF) 
Our Year 9 SSF students have been 

totally dedicated to rehearsing their 

version of Macbeth. Admirably led by Ms 

Dimoglou the students will perform their 

production on Thursday to a limited 

audience of staff. The play will also be 

filmed and sent to the Shakespeare 

Schools Foundation. 

On the evening on 20th November at 7pm 

SSF will host their ‘One Night of 

Shakespeare’ Broadcast where you can 

view other schools’ productions: You can 

join via the link here. 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 
As we work through the challenges of 

Coronavirus we are fortunate that 

everything is being done to keep schools 

open. 

School Attendance remains a priority 

where we are able to support learning 

therefore we expect all students to attend 

(unless otherwise informed). 

It is clear that attendance is important for 

academic learning and progress but also 

for personal development. 

Please see the table below: 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.shakespeareschools.org/livestream?mc_cid=ef6eebb5e8&mc_eid=%5bUNIQID%5d


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTING the 

SCHOOL 
As has been stated in previous 

newsletters we want to work closely in a 

positive partnership with parents and the 

wider community. 

Working together to resolve issues is 

more likely to bring about successful 

results than antagonism. We therefore ask 

that when communicating with the school 

this is done in a courteous and non-

confrontational way.  

We do understand these are difficult times 

and we are all feeling frustrations but we 

should not have to manage rude and/or 

aggressive communications. 

Thank you for your support and 

understanding. 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Changing details 
 

Changing your contact details:  

Sometimes contact details change and it 

is important to update the school of any 

changes; unfortunately, for security 

reasons, we are unable to accept 

change of contact details via email or 

telephone, please may we ask that you 

inform us one of two ways:  

- completing the Change of Contact 

Details form (available on the school 

website); 

- sending in a signed letter;  

Without receiving this, we are unable to 

change any details.  

Thank you for your understanding. 

 

 

 

Priory School 

Lewes 
 

Telephone: 01273 476231 

Email: info@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

Website: https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/ 

 

mailto:info@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk


 
 
 

 


