
 

A note from our Headteacher 

Happy New Year! After a fantastic Inset Day on Tuesday we 

are raring to go for the new term. We had two visiting 

speakers delivering training on ’Powerful knowledge’, the 

neuroscience of learning and wellbeing and mental health. I 

am very much looking forward to the next phase of our 

work on all three of these strands through working groups 

across the rest of the academic year. 

As we embark on a new term amidst the ‘growing gloom’ of 

January weather and continued social, political and eco-

nomic challenges, we also reaffirm our commitment to the 

community to demonstrate those values of Trust, Wisdom, 

Kindness, Justice, Service, Courage and Optimism that 

young people and society so gravely need from us.  

On Friday, members of the student council will find out 

more about the NatureLinks Community Action Project, a 

three year project run by the Railway Land Wildlife Trust 

and funded by the National Lottery.  

Further details following! 
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Pastoral update 
Vaccination emails have been sent out for the following 

year groups: 

Y7—Flu consent  

Y8—Flu and HPV consent  

Y9—Flu consent and reminder about HPV  

 

If you have missed the email you can consent via the 

following links: 

Click here for Flu. Click here for HPV. 

 

If your child is in Y10/11 and is not up to date with their 

HPV vaccination then please email  

cbb@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk  

 

The vaccinations take place on 24th January and the cut 

off date for consent is 18th January 2023.  No consent 

forms can be accepted after that date. 

 

The government have issued some back to school advice 

amid high levels of flu, COVID-19 and scarlet fever.  Click 

here for further information.   

 

SEND update 
A note about fidget toys.  Students are allowed sensory 

equipment NOT fidget toys.  Sensory equipment should be 

smaller than the palm of your hand, silent and be used 

beneath the desk so as not to disturb others.  Noisy fidget 

toys are a particular issue for deaf students. One piece of 

lego or a character is fine. Tech decks (mini skateboards) 

are not sensory equipment. 

  

Exceptions need to be discussed on a student by student 

basis and relevant staff will be informed.  
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Young Philosophers club 

Young Philosophers Club, organised by The Philosophy 

Foundation, provides an opportunity for young people to 

think and talk about some of the most interesting and 

puzzling things in life.  

11-16 years old - Society, Rights and the Law 6 weeks, 

starting Tues 17th January 5.45 - 6.30pm.  Are you 

interested in tackling the BIG questions in society today? 

You will discuss challenging and divisive topics around 

human rights, democracy and discrimination. Asking 

questions such as: should we have human rights? Are 

differences a threat to community? Should we tolerate 

intolerant people?  

11-16 years old - Are You Sold on These Ads? 6 weeks, 

starting Thurs 26th January 5.00 - 5.45pm.  Ever 

given catchy ads a second thought? Sign up to explore the 

implicit philosophy behind the slogans of the big brands 

and decide for yourself if you actually buy into it.  

The clubs are limited to 15 spaces each so book yours 

here now! 

 

Sports clubs in Term 3 

All sports clubs start w/c 9th January.   
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Boxes of kindness 

Our kind Year 7 students 

donated items and 

made  Christmas cards 

which were then taken to 

our local care homes.  We 

hope this helped spread a 

little Christmas cheer and 

kindness to the residents. 

 

 

FOP Update 

Just before the end of term Friends of Priory hosted a 

Christmas Market where you were able to get creative 

affordable gifts from local artists and makers for friends 

and family.  We also had our wonderful Christmas Concert  

in the Chapel with many talented students entertaining 

us.  It was a wonderful end to the term and delicious 

Christmas refreshments were on sale too.  All funds raised 

by Friends of Priory which will go to support the school.   

 

St Mary’s Pantomime 

Some Priory students 

will be performing in 

Mother Goose at St 

Mary’s Social Centre.  

Performances start on 

Saturday and are 

popular so do book 

your tickets if you 

would like to support 

them.  

 

 

 

Roots Eco Project 

On an icy Wednesday at the end of term, the Year 7 Roots 

Eco Project (Alternative Provision) group travelled to 

Brighton for an appropriately blustery trip to Rampion Wind 

Farm Visitor Centre.   

Students learnt about 

alternative energy and the 

science and engineering 

involved with constructing 

and maintaining the wind 

farm.  Highlights included 

learning how to measure 

wind speed using 

anemometers and wearing 

virtual reality goggles to 

explore the wind turbines 

out at sea.  

We will be using the opportunity to develop literacy skills of 

writing formal thank you letters to the staff and combining 

science, DT and art knowledge and skills to create stop-

motion animations to demonstrate how the turbines 

generate electricity.    

 

Well done to the Roots 

Group and thanks to Felipe, 

Ms Crouch and Ms Badham 

for supporting the trip and to 

Mr Cherryman for driving the 

minibus.   
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NSPCC Board for Change 

The NSPCC are looking for 15 young people from across 

the UK to join our Young People’s Board for Change. The 

Board will share their views and ideas with decision-

makers like NSPCC trustees, staff and politicians. 

Members will get involved in fun projects, take part in 

residentials, meetings, and workshops to share what 

matters most to them.  

 

The young people must be: 

• Between 13 and 16 years old  

• Committed to being a member of the Young People’s 

 Board for Change for 2 years  

• Want to change the lives of other children and young 

 people that might be having a hard time  

• Committed to attending all online and in-person 

 sessions and other events  

• Willing to share their ideas and opinions to the board  

 to the best of their ability  

• Prepared to listen to others and respect their views  

  

You can find a recruitment pack with an A5 flyer, 

information sheets, application form and parent/carer 

consent form on the NSPCC website.   

   

Recruitment is open from 5th December – 23rd 

January and interviews will be held during February and 

March 2023.  
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Brighton Half Marathon & Youth Races 

Sussex Beacon charity organise the Brighton Half Marathon 

and Youth Races taking place on Sunday, 26th February 

2023.  They are passionate about encouraging youngsters to 

lead active lifestyles and participate in sporting activities 

such as running.    

 

The Youth Races take place on the promenade adjacent to 

Hove Lawns, on the morning of the Brighton Half Marathon, 

giving youngsters the opportunity to experience the buzz of 

a big race and wonderful crowd support that the Brighton 

Half Marathon is famous for.  Races are open to anyone 

aged 7-17 and they encourage runners of all abilities to 

enter the races.  All runners will receive a medal, t-shirt and 

goody bag.  There are also prizes for the winners of each age 

category.   

 

Entry is via the website here: https://brighton-

half.eventize.co.uk/e/2023-youth-race-7907 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/boardforchange
https://brighton-half.eventize.co.uk/e/2023-youth-race-7907
https://brighton-half.eventize.co.uk/e/2023-youth-race-7907


Wellbeing 

Online counselling 

E-motion provides online counselling for 12-18 year olds 

that live in East Sussex.  They offer free email counselling 

and instant message sessions.  Young People can have up 

to 12 sessions.  These occur weekly.  Online support works 

best if the young person is struggling with low mood and 

anxiety and the risk is relatively low.  (They can work with 

medium risk but would need to know other support was in 

place first).  Issues such as complex trauma, chronic eating 

disorders are better suited to face-to-face support.  Any 

questions regarding potential referrals do get in touch at 

enquiries@e-motion.org.uk or refer to their website by 

clicking here. 

Job vacancies 

The following vacancies are available at Priory: 

• Subject Leader for Computing—full or part-time 

• Cover Supervisor—term time 

• Teaching Assistant—temporary until 21 July 2023 

• Academic Tutor 

Click here for further information.   

 

Online safety 

We have published the latest National Online Safety “What 
Parents And Carers Need To Know” guides on the Online Safety 
page of the school website.  https://www.priory.e-
sussex.sch.uk/516/online-safety  

Call of Duty - Modern Warfare II.  This latest version of the Call 
of Duty franchise is an online shooter style game that features 
extreme violence rendered with realistic graphics. This guide 
highlights the risks that young people may face. 

TikTok.  The most used social media platform for posting 
content, particularly among young people aged 12 to 17.  Risks 
include age-inappropriate content, dangerous challenges, 
contact with strangers, and in-app spending.  This updated guide 
has information on these risks as well as new app features 
introduced in late 2022. 

Social Media and Mental Health.  An estimated one third of 
children have a social media account.  It can be easy to go down 
'rabbit holes' that aren't beneficial to our wellbeing with access 
to 'legal but harmful' content.  This guide will help support 
children to be aware of their mental wellbeing, recognising when 
something isn't OK, and knowing what to do about content that 
upsets them. 

HiPal.  A trending social media app that turns phones into walkie 
talkies. The accounts for children aged 12 and above allows 
adding strangers as friends, having voice chats with strangers, 
and sharing of images and videos publicly. 

Setting up games, apps and software.  Advice and guidance on 
setting up new devices and settings for games, applications and 
software 

All parents and carers now have the ability to register for the 
National Online Safety platform using the school’s 
subscription.  This will give you direct access to lots of useful 
information about keeping safe online including access to all the 
guides, online videos and training resources. You can find details 
and links to register here: Invitation to National Online Safety 
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Safeguarding 

Priory School is committed to safeguarding and promoting 

the welfare of everyone. We expect all members of our 

school community to share this too. We are all alert to the 

signs of abuse and neglect and follow agreed procedures 

to ensure that all pupils and families feel supported, 

protected and kept safe.  

 

Direct designated safeguarding support is provided by 

one of our Safeguarding Leads detailed below. 

Miss Suzanne Howells - Designated Safeguarding Lead  

(Ext 377) 

Suzanne.Howells@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

Mrs Bridie Iveson- Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 

(Ext 356) 

Bridie.Iveson@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

 

Pastoral support is provided by the House Heads detailed 

below: 

AIR: Ms C Ross Ext 310 

CR@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk   

EARTH: Mrs E Sheffield Ext 207 

ES@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

FIRE: Mrs D Plant Ext 205 

DJP@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

WATER: Mrs M Norris Ext 308 

MHN@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

 

 

Contact update 

  

 

 

Sometimes contact details change and it is important to 

update the school of any changes.  

Please inform us via the following link; https://

prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/

Change-of-details-form.pdf?t=1544527326) 

or send in a signed letter.  

 

School closures 

ESCC also have the facility for anyone to sign up via an 

email address for emergency school closure alerts for 

ESCC schools: 

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/

schools/find-local-schools 

ESCC also provide a list of school closures in the event of 

an emergency:  

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/

schools/school-closures  

 

 

Telephone: 01273 476231 

Email: info@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

Website: https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

Facebook: Lewes Priory   

https://www.facebook.com/LewesPriory 

 

Twitter: LewesPriory  

https://twitter.com/LewesPriory 

 
Instagram: PriorySchoolLewes  
https://www.instagram.com/prioryschoollewes/ 

Priory School Newsletter 

Knowing.  Belonging.  Becoming.                                                      

mailto:Suzanne.Howells@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:Bridie.Iveson@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:CR@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:ES@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:DJP@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:MHN@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
https://prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Change-of-details-form.pdf?t=1544527326
https://prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Change-of-details-form.pdf?t=1544527326
https://prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Change-of-details-form.pdf?t=1544527326
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/schools/find-local-schools
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/schools/find-local-schools
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/schools/school-closures
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/schools/school-closures
https://www.facebook.com/LewesPriory
https://twitter.com/LewesPriory
https://www.instagram.com/prioryschoollewes/

