
A note from our Headteacher 

I write this week’s message from a largely empty school, and my 

overwhelming feeling is one of sadness that we have reached a 

point at which strike action has been taken as a last resort 

against a government that will not listen to teachers’ concerns.  

Wednesday apart, this term has continued full pace this week, 

with Geography Field Trips on Tuesday and Thursday, the Maths 

Challenge on Thursday and Number Day and Year 9 Options 

Taster Day on Friday. I am very grateful to everyone involved in 

these engaging events which enrich the student experience of 

school beyond the core curriculum. 

On Monday, all teachers were engaged in professional 

development working groups, as we seek to further develop the 

school in relation to 5 key areas: powerful knowledge, cognition 

and memory building, supporting students with SEND, feedback 

and effective use of assessment to support learning, and 

wellbeing and mental health. We are very excited  to see how we 

can continue to develop the school’s provision in these crucial 

areas. 

Yesterday also marked the first day of LGBT+ History Month and 

this year marks 20 years since the repeal of Section 28 - 

legislation which many schools still feel the effects of to this day.  

I am proud to lead a school like Priory where our LGBT+ members 

of our community are welcomed, accepted, included and 

supported to be themselves. 

We have a  fantastic LGBT+ History Month display in the library, 

courtesy of our school librarian, Ms Goode. This will mean so 

much to the 6 - 10% (according to census figures) of our young 

people who need it most.  

Finally we look forward to welcoming parents to next week’s 

Parents Forum (Weds, 8th Feb 6-7pm) where we will be focusing 

on how we can work together to keep our children safe online.   
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Visual & Performing Arts update 

Year 9 Careers Talks in Art Lessons 

To help Year 9 students with their GCSE decisions we have a 

range of creative practitioners coming in to talk to students 

about their career paths over the next three weeks.  Our 

visitors include graphic designers, photographers, TV directors 

and carnival sculptors.  Our guest speakers are all volunteers; 

we are lucky to live in such a creative community and are very 

grateful to all that are giving their time. 

GCSE Art & Photography Exams 

Year 11 students taking GCSE Art or Photography will start their 

externally set assignment in the first week of term 4.  This will 

be an 8 week project with a 10 hour practical exam at the 

end.  All planning and preparation will be done in lessons with 

teacher support and the outcome will be made in exam 

conditions over two days. 

There will be a GCSE exhibition in term 6 of exam outcomes, 

date to be confirmed. 
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Visual & Performing Arts update cont... 

 

The Music and Drama departments are rehearsing with students 

for the upcoming Musical performance of Mary Poppins every 

Tuesday and Thursday, with performances on the 23rd and 24th 

of March next term.  

 

KS4 Music students are also able to attend support sessions on 

Fridays after school for any help they may require with their 

composition coursework, performance coursework, or exam 

preparation. 

 

For any students looking for concert suggestions, we would 

highly recommend a performance by the Brighton & East Sussex 

Youth Orchestra at the Brighton Dome on Friday 17th March. 

This concert (with tickets on sale for only £8) is a showcase of 

the music of Vaughan Williams and Beethoven, as performed by 

young people from East Sussex and Brighton.  Click here for 

more information. 
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Sporting update 

A few weeks ago the Priory students pictured above competed in 

the Sussex Schools Cross Country Championships 2023.  The Year 

10 and 11 boys came 3rd overall and we also had students 

placed 5th and 26th in a field of over 200.  Fantastic running all! 

 

Last week our Year 8 boys took part in a Rugby Tournament as 

part of the PE Partnership Tournament held at Priory.  The boys 

took home the crown, winning all three of their games.  As you 

can see by their team photo, they were pretty happy with this 

result!  

 

https://brightondome.org/event/31705/brighton_east_sussex_youth_orchestra_concert/
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FutureChef 

Pippa Cooper in Y10 has made it through to the regional 

final of the FutureChef cooking competition in February.  

Over the past 3 weeks, Pippa has received after-school 

pasta masterclasses with professional chef, Alec Mackin, 

from HandPicked Hotels. Her brilliant beetroot infused 

tortellini and awesome apple tart rose looks almost too 

good to eat – let alone blow torch!  Good luck Pippa! 

Anti-Bullying Ambassadors at Priory 

YOUNG PEOPLE FROM PRIORY SCHOOL TRAINED UP TO 
TACKLE BULLYING WITH THE DIANA AWARD 

 

On Thursday 8th December, 19 students took part in a one

-day anti-bullying training session run by The Diana 

Award. Students, aged between 11 and 15, worked 

together and acquired vital skills to enable them to 

change the attitudes and behaviours of bullying in our 

school by building their skills and confidence to address 

different situations, both online and off.   

 

The Diana Award’s free Anti-Bullying Ambassador 

Programme, which is available to schools across the UK, 

sees trainers working with students and other young 

people to change the attitude surrounding bullying. The 

programme has a strong peer-to-peer focus, with trainers 

giving young people the skills and confidence to become 

Anti-Bullying Ambassadors to tackle bullying in their 

schools long after the training has finished. The Diana 

Award’s anti-bullying work is recognised as world-class 

thanks to this sustainable approach. 

 

The training looked at bullying in different situations 

including face-to-face and online. At the end of the 

session, students made an action plan of how to approach 

bullying issues that may arise in our school, and 

committed to their roles as Anti-Bullying Ambassadors. 

 

 

 



Careers update 

On Weds 9th March, 5-6pm Kuehne Nagel’s offer us an 

exclusive insight evening, where they give us a taster to what 

it’s like working for one of the world’s most well renowned 

logistics organisations.  With over 74,000 employees at 1,400 

locations in over 100 countries and global revenues of $20 

billion it is one of the world’s leading logistics companies.  They 

provide services to virtually all key industry sectors including 

Aerospace, Automotive, High Tech, Drinks, Event and Hotel 

logistics, Forest Products, Marine Logistics and Food services as 

well as Industry.  Some of their recent apprentices now work in 

New York City and Hong Kong with management roles.  They 

have a huge variety of opportunities for school-leavers across 

the country.   

 

To learn more about this fascinating industry, click this link to 

register.   

 

 

 

 

East Sussex College is excited to be getting involved in the 

16th annual National Apprenticeship Week. Whether you are 

interested in becoming an apprentice or are an employer 

looking to recruit new and additional apprenticeship posts, 

there are plenty of opportunities to get involved. 

 

Get to Know Apprenticeships Webinar           

 

For: students, parents and guardians 

When: Monday 6th February 2023, 5:30pm-6:30pm 

Online event via Zoom—click here for link 

An online event for you if you’re considering your next steps 

and want to find out more about what’s involved with an 

apprenticeship, the essentials to getting started, and 

information about what to do next. 

This event is also great for any parent, guardian or family 

member supporting someone with their next steps. 
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Presents 

National Apprenticeship Week Event with  

30 Global Employers! 

Monday 6th February from 5pm - 8pm 

 

To celebrate National Apprenticeship Week young professionals 

will be hosting the BIGGEST virtual multi-employer careers event 

of the year! Joined by experts from a range of industries 

including: Technology, Business, Accounting, Finance, 

Engineering, Property Development & Construction. 

This event will take place under one huge Webinar 'Expo' on 

Zoom, where students can drop in and out of multiple different 

workshop sessions, keynote presentations, panel discussions and 

employer networking booths. So, if you're already certain on 

your career path and want to gain more opportunities, or maybe 

a little unsure about what to do in the future - you don't want to 

miss this event! 

Employers will be sharing insights into their respective industries 

through workshops and interactive networking sessions in the 

virtual expo booth areas as well as offering a variety of 

apprenticeship and work experience opportunities.  

 You may recognise some of the employers logos below and who 

knows, you could even network your way to a job or some work 

experience!  

Please click here for Registration Link.  

           

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Kuehne-Nagel-NAW
https://www.escg.ac.uk/apprenticeships/i-am-considering-studying-as-an-apprentice-form/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/YP-NAW
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Wellbeing update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s Connect is about making meaningful connections.  Human 

beings thrive in communities, and this connection is vital for 

our wellbeing.  When we have healthy connections—to family, 

friends and others—this can support our mental health and our 

sense of wellbeing.  And when our need for rewarding social 

connections is not met, we can sometimes feel isolated and 

lonely—which can have a negative impact on our mental 

health.   

 

Click here to find out more about Children’s Mental Health 

Week.   

 

ITV’s This Morning are looking for a family to participate in 

an experiment for children's mental health week.  They 

would like a family with children aged 11-15 years to give 

up their phone for a week and make a video diary about 

how they found it.  

 

If you are interested please email Lucy Moses by Friday, 

3rd February on lucy.moses@itv.com . 

The Lion, the Witch & the Wardrobe  

AUDITIONS—SESSION 2 

for Year 7 pupils at Priory School with Kaleidoscope  

this Friday 3rd February 3.30-4.45pm—Drama Studio 

 

Kaleidoscope are searching for: Lucy, Peter,  Edmund, Susan, 

White Witch, Mr Tumnus, Aslan and more!!! 

 

To allow more students to have the opportunity to take part in 

the show, Kaleidoscope will be holding a second Audition 

Workshop Session this Friday after school.  

 

Regular Year 7 Drama participants and students who came 

along to audition last Friday can come along again to join in the 

workshop and do not need to book for this session. 

Register here to book a place at the audition: LWW or email  

Robyn@kaleidoscopedrama.uk. 

 

All Year 7’s are welcome to the AUDITION WORKSHOP - no 

acting experience necessary. Students don't have to prepare 

anything for the audition, we will have a fun exploration of the 

play and the characters - working on extracts of the script in 

small groups and doing some improvised tasks.    

 

Any new Year 7 students who are offered a role after the 

auditions will need to join the weekly classes at Kaleidoscope 

and pay a show fee of £35, along with the term fees for the 

remaining Spring classes and the Summer Term until the 

performances in July. Here are the details for the term 

fees: YEAR 7 DRAMA   

 

If you have any questions you can email us at 

deirdre@kaleidoscopedrama.uk 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/families/
mailto:lucy.moses@itv.com
https://kaleidoscopedrama.uk/registration
https://kaleidoscopedrama.uk/timetable
mailto:deirdre@kaleidoscopedrama.uk
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Parent Forum & Online Safety 

Don’t forget... 

Our next Parent Forum will focus on E-Safety.  

Wednesday, 8th February from 6-7pm  

Click here for further information.   

You can find information from the UK Safer Internet Centre 

here Safer Internet Day 2023 - UK Safer Internet Centre 

including tips for parents and carers, tips and quizzes for 

children in all age groups and much more.  We’ve also 

published National Online Safety’s 12 tips for building cyber 

resilience at home on the school website here . 

We’ve published the latest National Online Safety guides for 

parents and carers on the school website.  An updated guide 

on Twitter, and a guide on World Of Warcraft, click here.   

Twitter – The popular social media network can allow 

interaction with strangers, exposure to trolls and bullying, and 

following the takeover by Elon Musk, paid for verification and 

content moderation changes.  This guide gives practical advice 

on navigating the risks 

World Of Warcraft – the latest iteration of this game, 

Dragonflight, launched in November 2022.  It includes in game 

purchases and subscriptions, voice and text chat, simulated 

violence and the potential for addiction.  See the guide for 

more information 

 

Pastoral update 
If students have any changes in their medical requirements 

or sustain any injuries outside of school time which will 

impact them in school i.e. head injuries, sprains etc then 

please can parents inform Pastoral cbb@priory.e-

sussex.sch.uk.  It is really important that we have this 

information in order to support your child safely in school.   

Students must also not take/carry any medication, 

prescription or non-prescription, without Pastorals 

knowledge.  If your child does need to take medication then 

parents must supply the medication required in the original 

packaging and complete the administering medication 

form, available via this link.  Then Pastoral can administer 

the medication at the correct time in the correct dose to 

the correct student. 

Thank you for your support in this important matter.  

 
HPV and Flu vaccinations 

If your child missed their HPV and Flu vaccination then 

there is an opportunity to receive these at a catch-up clinic.  

Please click on the following links for further information.  

HPV Vaccination.   Flu Vaccination.   

 

 

Governor update 

One Parent Governor Vacancy 

We currently have a vacancy for one parent governor.  We 

welcome applications from all interested parents; no 

qualifications are necessary just enthusiasm for making a 

difference. Nomination forms will need to be returned by 4pm 

on Tuesday 7th February 2023.  

 

The governors would particularly be interested in having 

applications from parents who would be interested in being 

involved in the strategic oversight of creative and performing arts 

in the school.  Please click here for further information. 

https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/414/news/post/129/parents-forum-e-safety-focused
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2023
https://prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/12-top-tips-for-building-cyber-resilience-at-home.pdf?t=1675240910?ts=1675241501
https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/516/online-safety?search=online%20safety
mailto:cbb@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:cbb@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
https://prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/PARENTAL-AGREEMENT-TO-ADMINISTER-MEDICATIONS.docx?ts=1673430361689
https://www.susseximmunisations.co.uk/Forms/HPV
https://www.susseximmunisations.co.uk/Forms/Flu
https://prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/lettershome/Letter-to-parent-carers-vacancy-for-one-Parent-Governor-2023.docx?ts=1674551049146


Safeguarding 

Priory School is committed to safeguarding and promoting 

the welfare of everyone. We expect all members of our 

school community to share this too. We are all alert to the 

signs of abuse and neglect and follow agreed procedures 

to ensure that all pupils and families feel supported, 

protected and kept safe.  

 

Direct designated safeguarding support is provided by 

one of our Safeguarding Leads detailed below. 

Miss Suzanne Howells - Designated Safeguarding Lead  

(Ext 377) 

Suzanne.Howells@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

Mrs Bridie Iveson- Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 

(Ext 356) 

Bridie.Iveson@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

 

Pastoral support is provided by the House Heads detailed 

below: 

AIR: Ms C Ross Ext 310 

CR@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk   

EARTH: Mrs E Sheffield Ext 207 

ES@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

FIRE: Mrs D Plant Ext 205 

DJP@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

WATER: Mrs M Norris Ext 308 

MHN@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

 

 

Contact update 

  

 

 

Sometimes contact details change and it is important to 

update the school of any changes.  

Please inform us via the following link; https://

prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/

Change-of-details-form.pdf?t=1544527326) 

or send in a signed letter.  

 

School closures 

ESCC also have the facility for anyone to sign up via an 

email address for emergency school closure alerts for 

ESCC schools: 

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/

schools/find-local-schools 

ESCC also provide a list of school closures in the event of 

an emergency:  

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/

schools/school-closures  

 

 

 

 

Telephone: 01273 476231 

Email: info@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

Website: https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

Facebook: Lewes Priory   

https://www.facebook.com/LewesPriory 

Twitter: LewesPriory  

https://twitter.com/LewesPriory 

Instagram: PriorySchoolLewes  
https://www.instagram.com/prioryschoollewes/ 
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