
A note from our Headteacher 

Thank you again for your patience and understanding with 

Monday's enforced closure. I hope you understand that this 

was not a decision taken lightly.  

This week we will be in a festive mood as the students enjoy 

a Christmas lunch on Wednesday, and we also look forward 

to the Christmas Market and Christmas Concert on Thurs-

day 15th December, and then our special end of term cele-

bration assemblies on Friday.  

On the last day of term, Friday 16th December, students 

may wear a festive ‘Christmas’ jumper as well as their nor-

mal uniform. This is also a reminder that school will finish at 

12.30pm—the end of period 3—on this day. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the entire      

Priory community for making me feel so welcome this term. 

There is still much to do, but I think we have had a success-

ful term in frequently challenging circumstances.  

I wish you all a restful and relaxing festive break, and look 

forward to seeing you in the New Year. Please remember 

that Tuesday 3 January is an Inset Day, and we look forward 

to welcoming students back to school on Wednesday 4th 

January. 

Mr Curtis-Brignell 
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Friends of Priory 

Friends of Priory look forward to seeing you  

at the Christmas Market  

on Thursday, 15th December, 5-7.30pm.   

The room will be festooned with decorations and 

refreshments will be served.  



Inset day 

Tuesday 3rd January is an inset day; therefore, term begins for 

students on Wednesday 4th January. Priory staff will be 

spending time on the inset day engaging with the concept of 

powerful knowledge and effective ways we can teach students 

powerful knowledge linking cognitive science and excellence in 

pedagogy to the neuroscience of learning, memory and well-

being. The strategies explored are endorsed by the Education 

Endowment Foundation (a charity set up to support schools 

improve teaching and learning through the use of research 

evidence) and will support the learning all of our students 

including our SEND students. 

 

Pastoral update 
All Year 8 parents should have received a letter regarding 

HPV consent.  Please also keep an eye out for emails 

relating to the Flu vaccination consent for Years 7, 8 and 9. 

Consent forms close 3 days before the 24th January 2023 

which is the vaccination date for both vaccines.  Consent 

cannot be accepted on the day.  If you have any queries 

please contact the school on CBB@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk. 

Please be aware that free period products are always 

available for those who should need them.  They can be 

collected from Pastoral.   

 

Hearing Support Unit news 
Priory to Welcome Bertie the Hearing Dog! 

Mr Hetherington, Teacher of the Deaf (TOD) at Priory 

School will be mentoring a trainee TOD, Mr Murray, at the 

end of January. Mr Murray is deaf himself and is 

accompanied to work by Bertie, his Hearing Dog.  As with 

all assistance dogs, Bertie is fully trained to work in a 

school environment.  They will be working in the Hearing 

Support Facility and across the curriculum supporting our 

deaf learners in mainstream classes. Having an assistance 

dog in school may be both exciting and a concern for some 

of our students, therefore an awareness assembly will be 

presented prior to Bertie’s arrival. If you have any concerns 

regarding allergies that you have not already informed us 

about, please contact our Pastoral Assistant Mrs Bouskill: 

cbb@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk. 
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Sporting success 

Our Year 7 boys achieved a 6-2 win v Warden Park in the 

County Cup.  They progress into the last 16 after Christmas.  

Well done! 

 

Clubs in Term 3 

Please see the Clubs Timetable below for Term 3,  starting 

the second week back after Christmas, w/c 9th January.   

Lewes v Bristol City 

As mentioned in our previous newsletter Lewes FC would 

like to invite the students of Priory School to a Christmas 

themed game on Friday 16th December at 7pm against 

Bristol City!   

The special combo ticket is released just for families of 

students from the school.   

mailto:cbb@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk


Update from Priory Oak Centre 

Last  week, Oak Centre students 

enjoyed a wonderful trip to Pizza 

Express in Lewes. 

 

Students enjoyed making and eating authentic Italian 

pizza. The awesome chef talked our students through the 

process and ensured that everyone had a fun (and 

educational) time! The staff were super friendly and 

ensured we had the restaurant to ourselves, as well as 

keeping us topped up with drinks as we played table 

games. Many thanks to the lovely people at Pizza Express! 

 

Local history 

A huge THANK YOU to the 

lovely folk at Brighton and 

Hove Christmas Trees for 

donating and delivering an 

extremely beautiful 

Christmas Tree, to help us 

celebrate the festive season. 

The students are delighted 

and have thoroughly 

enjoyed honing their 

creative skills by decorating 

our new tree with a variety 

of home made baubles! 

 

 

 

FutureChef Bake Off  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had five entries from Years 7 and 8 into the inaugural 

National Bake Off  2022-2023 competition run by the 

Springboard Futurechef charity.  The students were 

challenged to make a savoury shortcrust tart/quiche in 1 

hour! 

Well done to all involved. They looked delicious, and there 

were some excellent pastry making skills on show which is 

no easy task. Their entries will now be submitted to the 

panel and we hope to have the winner here at Priory.  

Well done to all! 
 
 

Happy Christmas from the 

Languages team 
 

Joyeux Noël et bonne année ! 

Os deseamos una Feliz Navidad y Feliz Año Nuevo.   

Frohe Weihnachten und einen guten Rutsch ins 

neue Jahr.  

io, Saturnalia! felicem novum annum!  

 
 

Priory School Newsletter 

Knowing.  Belonging.  Becoming.                                                      

Are you interested in our local history?  The November 

edition of the Lewes History Group Bulletin is now 

available for free!   Follow this weblink for access -

 https://leweshistory.org.uk/lewes-history-group-

https://leweshistory.org.uk/lewes-history-group-bulletins/


 

 

 

The December school holidays are approaching! The Gov-

ernment’s Holiday activities and food (HAF) programme 

funds a range of exciting activities for young people. The 

activity sessions are free to children who receive benefits-

related free school meals. Parents and carers can check if 

they qualify by reading the East Sussex County Council 

website Free school meals page. 

All HAF sessions include a healthy meal and are free to 
those on benefit-related free school meals. A smaller num-
ber of places will also be available to children and young 
people who: 

• have been referred to Children and Adolescent Men-
tal Health Services (CAMHS) 

• are disabled, those with an Education, Health and 
Care Plan (EHCP), those with other special educa-
tional needs or disabilities (SEND) or on the disability 
register. 

• are Young Carers 

• have a disabled sibling 

• have been referred to the School Mental Health 
Teams 

• are Gypsy, Roma & Traveller 

• supported by “Family Focus”/“Troubled Families” 
services 

• are Children in Need (CiN), children on a Child Pro-
tection Plan (CP) and Looked After Children (LAC) 

• are LGBTQ+ 

• are Ukrainian Guests 

Activities include sport, art, theatre, forest school, anima-
tion, music, computer coding and crafts.  You can find out 
what’s available and book a place on the HAF booking 
website. 

Also available: Active primary Sports – book via their own 
website. 

You will find more information about the programme on 
the ESCC Holiday Food and Fun webpage. 

Extra support 

We appreciate how difficult this time of year can be for 

many families. There is the cost-of-living crisis and energy 

worries compounding things.  The following ESCC dedicated 

webpage has a range of information to support families in 

the Lewes area: Support with the cost of living | East 

Sussex County Council. 
 

Online safety 

National Online Safety Guides 

We have a significant number of “What Parents And Carers Need 

To Know” guides available in our library of National Online Safety 

Guides.  These can be found on the Online Safety page of the 

school website:  

https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/516/online-safety  

 

These one page poster style documents highlight the risks and 

the mitigating actions that parents and carers can take, and you 

may find these useful when considering the online safety of 

young people.   

 

In addition to this we are delighted to announce that Priory 

School have shown our commitment to protecting our pupils 

online by working with National Online Safety to provide 

resources for all parents and carers.  You will have received an 

invite to register for the National Online Safety platform.  This 

will give you direct access to lots of useful information about 

keeping safe online including access to all the guides, online 

videos and training resources.   

 

Reporting Harmful Content Online 

We are aware of the global trend of increasing instances of 

online abuse, intimidation, and cyber bullying using social media 

accounts that are fake, anonymised, or use tools that enable 

anonymous comments to be made. This is a far reaching 

problem that has the potential to affect any user of social media 

platforms, and of course, this includes people within our school 

community.  As we take a "whole school" approach to 

safeguarding and online safety concerns, we’re taking the 

opportunity to advise people of the steps they can take to deal 

with inappropriate and harmful content online.  You can find 

guidance on the school website here: 

https://prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/

Reporting-Harmful-Content-Online.pdf?t=1657280117?

ts=1670343358 
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Safeguarding 

Priory School is committed to safeguarding and promoting 

the welfare of everyone. We expect all members of our 

school community to share this too. We are all alert to the 

signs of abuse and neglect and follow agreed procedures 

to ensure that all pupils and families feel supported, 

protected and kept safe.  

 

Direct designated safeguarding support is provided by 

one of our Safeguarding Leads detailed below. 

Miss Suzanne Howells - Designated Safeguarding Lead  

(Ext 377) 

Suzanne.Howells@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

Mrs Bridie Iveson- Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead 

(Ext 356) 

Bridie.Iveson@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

 

Pastoral support is provided by the House Heads detailed 

below: 

AIR: Ms C Ross Ext 310 

CR@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk   

EARTH: Mrs E Sheffield Ext 207 

ES@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

FIRE: Mrs D Plant Ext 205 

DJP@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

WATER: Mrs M Norris Ext 308 

MHN@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

 

 

Contact update 

  

 

 

Sometimes contact details change and it is important to 

update the school of any changes.  

Please inform us via the following link; https://

prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/

Change-of-details-form.pdf?t=1544527326) 

or send in a signed letter.  

 

School closures 

ESCC also have the facility for anyone to sign up via an 

email address for emergency school closure alerts for 

ESCC schools: 

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/

schools/find-local-schools 

ESCC also provide a list of school closures in the event of 

an emergency:  

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/

schools/school-closures  

 

 

Telephone: 01273 476231 

Email: info@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

Website: https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

Facebook: Lewes Priory   

https://www.facebook.com/LewesPriory 

 

Twitter: LewesPriory  

https://twitter.com/LewesPriory 

 
Instagram: PriorySchoolLewes  
https://www.instagram.com/prioryschoollewes/ 
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