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Pippa Cooper in Year 10 won the 

regional heats of FutureChef 

cooking competition in London – 

beating all other entrants from 

London and the South East of 

England.  This competition is the 

equivalent of a MasterChef 

national competition for schools.  

 

She will now represent Priory 

School for the semi finals in 

March.  

 

Cook up a Storm Pippa! 

As always, it was great to meet with parents and carers at this week’s Parent Forum, which 

was focused on Online Safety. For parents and carers who were unable to make it, the slides 

are available on our website here, and I would also like to take the opportunity to 

recommend our Online Safety page, which is chock-full of  helpful information and resources. 

In addition to online safety, we also discussed mobile phones, lockers, social times, and 

lesson transitions. If you’d like to suggest a topic for a future Parent Forum, please get in 

touch. 

 

After a seemingly never-ending January, we have now reached the midway point of the 

academic year, and when we return to school after half-term, Spring will be just around the 

corner. We will be straight back to business with further Year 11 mock exams in English, 

maths and science, and Year 9 Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 22nd February.   

I would like to thank parents and carers for your continued support, and to wish all of our students a restful half-term break. We 

look forward to welcoming students back to school on Monday 20th February. 

https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/1077/parent-forum
https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/516/online-safety


LGBT+ History Month 

 

 

Daniel Tomlinson-Gray 

Teacher of Media Studies and English 

Co-founder of LGBTed 

Twitter: @LGBTedUK 
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February is LGBT+ History Month and this year marks 20 

years since the repeal of Section 28. In 1988, the government 

at the time introduced a law which made it illegal to 

‘promote’ homosexuality in schools. As somebody who went 

to school during this time, my school told me that they could 

not support me when I was bullied every single day for being 

gay. The law was eventually repealed in 2003 but many 

schools still live in its shadow today.  

I’m very privileged to teach at Priory where so many staff and young people are able to be their authentic selves. 

LGBT+ History Month is a good opportunity to reflect as teachers on why we do what we do and the Stonewall’s 

School Report (2017) contains some very sobering statistics on why celebrating diversity is so important.  Click here for 

a link directly to the report.     

I founded my network of ‘out’ teachers – LGBTed – in 2018 with a mission to make schools a better place for our 

LGBT+ young people, so that nobody has to endure what I did at school. We still have a lot of work to do in our 

education system to make sure every single child feels safe and welcome in school, but I can say, from my experience 

in working with many schools, there are lots of things that we do very well here at Priory:   

We have an LGBT+ Social Space every week which is an opportunity for young people – LGBT+ and allies – to meet in a 

safe space and chat, play games and be their authentic selves; we have been developing our curriculum over the past 

two years to offer a more diverse range of voices and we continue to work on this; most recently, our new librarian 

Charis Goode has created a fantastic LGBT+ History Month display in the library featuring books representing LGBT+ 

experiences. This will all mean so much to the 6 - 10% (according to census figures) of our young people who need it 

most.  

Let’s be the role models we needed when we were at school.  

https://www.stonewall.org.uk/system/files/the_school_report_2017.pdf
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Sporting update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Rugby match vs Uckfield 

Congratulations to the Priory Year 7 

Rugby team who won by 4 tries to 2 

in a game against Uckfield.  Well 

done to Lukas who was Man of the 

Match, scoring tries along with 

Year 10/11 Rugby match vs LOGS 

The two rivals once again faced off against one another. After Priory’s win in last year’s clash, LOGS were wanting to 

draw a line in the sand and level the score. However, again Priory did not allow LOGS the script they wanted. From the 

outset Priory carried well and had front foot ball most of the half. Their persistence paid off and within the first 15 mins 

Will crossed the whitewash with some excellent footwork and strength. Priory continued to press and by half time Will 

had completed his hat trick and they were in control.   

English Schools Cross Country  

Huge congratulations to Esme in Year 10 who has been selected to 

represent her County at The English Schools Cross Country event in March. 

This is for elite runners in the Country, so to even be selected is a great 

achievement. All of Priory wish her the best of luck! 

 

The second half saw a reenergised LOGS in a 

resurgent mood. They threatened the Priory 

line on a number of occasions but defensive 

pressure led to errors and turn overs on each 

occasion. Priory hit back with some excellent 

handling.  Amazing team effort! 

Overall Priory played some good rugby against 

a good opposition. Focusing on straightening 

their lines of running and support will be the 

biggest work on for their next encounter. 

Priory 32 – 0 LOGS 



Junior Bake Off 
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FOP Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Governor Update 

 

 

 

Love Productions; the company behind The Great 

British Bake Off, The Great British Sewing Bee 

and The Great Pottery Throw Down, have 

recently opened applications for the 9th series of Junior Bake Off; a 

Channel 4 programme that celebrates the culinary talent and ambition 

of the younger generation in Britain. 

  

They are looking for young budding bakers between 9-12 years old.  

Filming would take place from July 2023, but applications close on 

Sunday 12th March 2023.  Interested bakers can apply online here.   

  

Date for your Diaries  

PRIORY RECYCLED SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 

 

Second-hand uniform sale on Wednesday, 22nd February.   

From 3.30-4pm if you are not attending the Year 9 Parents 

Evening and from 4-7pm for Year 9 parents.   

 

We will be set up by the servery where we will also be selling 

delicious refreshments, served by Friends of Priory.    

 

Priory Jumper £3.00  PE Polo Shirt £1.50 

Priory Polo Shirt £2.00  PE Shorts £1.00 

Trousers £1.50   Football Socks £1.00 

The Governors would like to thank the applicants who have applied for the parent governor vacancy.  You should 

have received an electronic ballot paper.  A paper ballot for those parents without email will be sent out shortly. The 

closing date to vote is Friday 24th February 2023 at 5pm. We look forward to receiving your votes. 

http://www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk
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Online safety 

 

 

 

 

 

We are aware of the global trend of increasing instances of online abuse, 

intimidation, and cyber bullying using social media accounts that are fake, 

anonymised, or use tools that enable anonymous comments to be made. This is 

a far reaching problem that has the potential to affect any user of social media 

platforms, and of course, this includes people within our school community. 

Harmful content should initially be reported using the social media platform's own processes. You can also report 

harmful content using the service provided by the UK Safer Internet Centre: ReportHarmfulContent.  This service 

provides links for all the major online platforms. Clicking on a link will guide you through the process for reporting the 

issue directly to the social media platform. If no action has been taken within 48 hours you can also escalate via the 

ReportHarmfulContent service. 

The stopncii.org website (Stop Non Consensual Intimate Image 

Abuse) is operated by the Revenge Porn Helpline, part of the SWGfL 

charity.  The stopncii.org website can help if you believe that 

someone has shared a non-consensual image online.   

By raising a case through the website, you can generate a "hash" of the file in question.  A hash is a unique identifier, 

and all copies of an image will have the same hash value.  The hash (not the image itself) is shared with participating 

organisations so that they can identify if a copy of the image is being used on their platform and enable them to 

remove it.  Revenge Porn Helpline report that they achieve over 90% removal rate and have successfully removed 

over 200,000 individual non-consensual images. Participating companies include Facebook, Instagram, TikTok and 

Bumble.   You can find more information on the website here.    

https://reportharmfulcontent.com/report/
https://stopncii.org/
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COVID-19 in Schools 

Since March 2022 when the final Covid restrictions were lifted, the 

UK Health and Security Agency (UKHSA) has advised that COVID-19 

should be managed like other respiratory infections, such as flu. 

There are no longer specific rules relating to COVID-19 in schools. 

Respiratory infections are common in school-age children, particularly during the winter months. Symptoms can be 

caused by several respiratory infections including the common cold, COVID-19 and RSV. Students with mild symptoms 

such as a runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough, who are otherwise well, can continue to attend school as normal. 

Students who have symptoms of a respiratory infection, such as COVID-19, and who have a high temperature or do 

not feel well enough to go to school are advised to stay at home and return to school when they no longer have a high 

temperature, and they are well enough to attend. All students with respiratory symptoms should be encouraged to 

cover their mouth and nose with a disposable tissue when coughing and/or sneezing and to wash their hands after 

using or disposing of tissues. 

 

Although regular testing for COVID-19 is no longer recommended for most children, those at risk of serious illness 

from COVID-19 remain eligible for free tests to use if they develop symptoms, along with NHS and adult social care 

staff and those in other high-risk settings. For children who test positive for COVID-19, the advice is to stay at home 

and avoid contact with other people for three days.  

 

As well as following UKHSA guidance, all schools should have in place baseline infection prevention and control 

measures that will help to manage the spread of infection: 

• Reinforcing good hygiene practices such as regular hand washing and cleaning. 

• Ensuring occupied spaces are well-ventilated and let fresh air in. 

Ensuring all eligible groups are enabled and supported to take up the offer of national vaccination programmes 

including COVID-19 and flu  

 

For further information, please see:  

What are the latest rules around COVID-19 in schools, colleges, nurseries and other education settings? 

Living safely with respiratory infections, including COVID-19 

People with symptoms of a respiratory infection including COVID-19 

COVID-19 vaccination: resources for children and young people aged 12 to 17 years 

COVID-19: guidance for people whose immune system means they are at higher risk 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/04/26/the-covid-19-vaccine-is-still-available-to-anyone-aged-12-15/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/04/26/the-covid-19-vaccine-is-still-available-to-anyone-aged-12-15/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/12/14/what-are-the-latest-rules-around-covid-19-in-schools-colleges-nurseries-and-other-education-settings/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-safely-with-respiratory-infections-including-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-people-whose-immune-system-means-they-are-at-higher-risk


Safeguarding 

 

School closures 

ESCC also have the facility for anyone to sign up via an email address for emergency school closure alerts for ESCC 

schools.  Please click here for link.   

ESCC also provide a list of school closures in the event of an emergency.  Please click here for link.   

 

Telephone: 01273 476231 

Email: info@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

Website: https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

Facebook: Lewes Priory   

Twitter: LewesPriory  

Instagram: PriorySchoolLewes  
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Priory School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 

everyone. We expect all members of our school community to share this 

too. We are all alert to the signs of abuse and neglect and follow agreed 

procedures to ensure that all pupils and families feel supported, protected 

and kept safe.  

Direct designated safeguarding support is provided by one of our Safeguarding Leads detailed below: 

Miss Suzanne Howells - Designated Safeguarding Lead Ext 377 Suzanne.Howells@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

Mrs Bridie Iveson - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead Ext 356 Bridie.Iveson@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

 

Pastoral support is provided by the House Heads detailed below: 

AIR: Ms C Ross Ext 310 CR@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk   

EARTH: Mrs E Sheffield Ext 207 ES@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

FIRE: Mrs D Plant Ext 205 DJP@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

WATER: Mrs M Norris Ext 308 MHN@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 

Contact update 

Sometimes contact details change and it is important to update the 

school of any changes. Please inform us via the following link or send in a 

signed letter.  

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/schools/find-local-schools
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/schools/school-closures
https://www.facebook.com/LewesPriory
https://twitter.com/LewesPriory
https://www.instagram.com/prioryschoollewes/
mailto:Suzanne.Howells@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:Bridie.Iveson@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:CR@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:ES@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:DJP@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:MHN@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
https://prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Change-of-details-form.pdf?t=1544527326)

