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Curriculum statement 

Vision and purpose 

Our aim is for Priory School to be the leading inclusive and creative state secondary school 
in the region, a school in which all students acquire powerful knowledge, feel a strong sense 
of social connection and belonging, and become ethically aware citizens who are ready to 
confidently take their place in the world. Our school also aims to reflect the uniqueness of 
Lewes, historically and socially. 

What ideas underpin our school aims? 

Based on the principles of educational philosopher Professor Gert Biesta, education at 
Priory School is centred around three domains: ‘qualification’, ‘socialisation’ and 
‘subjectification’.  

Biesta (2009) writes about the purpose of education being: 

• Qualification – preparing students for the future, whether that be work, citizenship 
or further study. 

• Socialisation – through education, students become part of society or culture by 
learning knowledge, values and norms that make up that society. 

• Subjectification – students develop their sense of individuality through learning 
knowledge, so that they can make sense of themselves, others and their place in the 
world. 

We have chosen these principles to underpin our school aims because the purpose of 
education is multidimensional; it reaches beyond the pursuit of qualifications and serves 
what can be surmised into the three inseparable domains; learning powerful knowledge 
which unlocks understanding of the world; living, working and learning together in a 
community where everyone is included; forming and transforming individuals who can 
confidently take their place in the world. 

To provide a greater sense of communal ownership over our school aims, we have re-
framed Biesta’s domains as ‘knowing’, belonging’, ‘becoming’ for Priory School, each pivotal 
to shaping the experiences of every Priory student. 

 



Knowing. Belonging. Becoming 

 

Knowing. Belonging. Becoming 

 

Qualification: ‘Knowing’ 

Gert Biesta refers to the first domain as ‘qualification’: preparing students for the future, 
whether that be work, citizenship or further study. Students need to learn concepts and 
knowledge to move beyond their current context to become active citizens in employment 
and society. The Priory curriculum aims to provide a shared entitlement to powerful 
knowledge which unlocks students’ understanding of the world. Knowledge is powerful ‘if it 
predicts, if it explains, if it enables you to envisage alternatives’ (Michael Young). All 
students, not just those identified as having ‘academic ability’, have the right to acquire this 
knowledge during their schooling. Powerful knowledge enables children to make their own 
choices and lays the foundation for challenging thinking that could change the world. 

Curriculum Intent Statement 

All students have an entitlement to powerful knowledge which will unlock their 
understanding of the world. Our broad and balanced curriculum is powerful because it 
embraces:  

• The distinctive value of individual subject disciplines  
• Enrichment and enhancement which challenges students beyond their previous 

experiences  
• Deep and rich knowledge, which empowers all students as future citizens 

All subject rationale statements and curriculum guides can be found here   

https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/403/subject-details
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We achieve this by teaching a rich curriculum with both breadth and balance to all of our 
students irrespective of starting point. The school has constructed a curriculum that is 
ambitious and designed to give all students the powerful knowledge they need to succeed in 
life. We deliver this by first identifying the powerful substantive and disciplinary knowledge 
in all subjects, and then by coherently planning and sequencing this curriculum in order to 
promote deep thinking that builds long-term memory. Students are then in a much better 
position to apply the knowledge learnt in a meaningful way so that the ideas from each 
subject discipline become part of their own lives.  

Key Stage 3 curriculum (Years 7-9) 

Powerful knowledge is specialised and so a rich array of academic subjects is the foundation 
of studies in our Key Stage 3 - years 7, 8 and 9. In addition to the core subjects of English, 
maths and science, are the foundation subjects: humanities (history and geography), 
languages, design & technology, art, music, drama, dance, PE, RE and computing. This 
curriculum is common to all students, although we tailor its delivery to the needs of 
different learners. Whilst the majority of the KS3 curriculum is delivered in mixed 
attainment groups, where necessary some groups receive a differentiated curriculum. 

Students in Years 7-9 combine the more traditional Ebacc (English Baccalaureate) subjects of 
English, Maths, Science, Languages and Humanities with the Arts. Students study a wide 
range of Arts subjects including Dance, Drama, Music, Art and Technology. 

There is a strong language provision for students at Priory School; we believe this to be 
increasingly important as our students prepare for a world very different to that of previous 
generations; where the job market is global, continually evolving and competitive. We also 
wish for students to find joy in the study of languages; providing opportunities to learn 
about different cultures and visit different places. In Year 7, students are exposed to four 
languages including French, German, Spanish and Latin. They will then select one language 
to continue with in Year 8 and Year 9.  

Year 7 students are taught in mixed attainment groups, with a nurture group for those 
students requiring support within a smaller group setting. 
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Subjects taught in Year 7-9 (curriculum allocation 2022/23 - reviewed and changes 
implemented for subsequent academic years) 

 Hrs/week  Hrs/week  Hrs/week  Hrs/week 

Art 1 Computing 1 Dance 1: Yr7 

(taught in 
PE in Yr 

8&9) 

Design 
Technology 

1 

Drama 1 English 3 Food 1 Geography 1: Yr7 

1.5: 
Yr8&9 

History 2 Languages 

-French 

-German 

-Spanish 

-Latin 

3 Maths 3 Physical 
Education 

2 

PSHE 
(Life 

Skills) 

0.5: Yr7 

1: Yr8&9 

Religious 
Studies 

0.5 Science 3   

 

Extracurricular Activities occur in a wide range of subjects and include day trips, guest 
speakers, residential visits, productions and exhibitions, summer schools and environmental 
groups. A very important part of our work at Key Stage 3 is to make sure that we provide 
students with the right information and advice to help them make the best choices about 
their future so they can go on to pursue the further and higher education courses and 
career paths of their choice. This will be different for every individual, but our goal is to 
maximise the potential of every student based on high expectations and a culture of 
achievement. 

Key Stage 4 curriculum (Years 10-11) 

Students study a broad and balanced curriculum in order to support their cultural 
understanding and general knowledge; we believe that more doors are held open for young 
people for longer if they follow a wider curriculum. 

The majority of our students (c.75%) study the Ebacc combination of subjects: English 
language and literature, maths, sciences, geography or history and a language. 
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The Priory Baccalaureate’ (PBacc) recommends an arts or technology choice because we 
believe the Arts are a fundamental entitlement of any curriculum. We encourage as many of 
our young people as possible to study the full PBacc. 

Alongside these subjects, students have a diverse range of options subjects that they can 
select from, providing further opportunity for deeper thinking, innovation and creativity.  

Subjects taught at GCSE (curriculum allocation 2022/23 - reviewed and changes 
implemented for subsequent academic years) 

GCSE Hrs/week GCSE Hrs/week Technical 
Qualifications 

Hrs/week 

English 
(Language and 
Literature, 2 
GCSEs) 
 

4 Art 
 
Classics 
 
Computer  
Science 
 
Design 
Technology 
 
Dance 
 
Drama 
 
Food 
Preparation 
and 
Nutrition 
 
Media 
Studies 
 
Music 
 
Physical 
Education 
 
Photography 
 
Religious 
Studies 
 
Sociology 
 
Triple 
Science 

2.5 Creative 
IMedia CNAT 
 
Health and 
Social Care  
NCFE 
 
Home 
Cooking Skills  
BTEC 
 
Music 
Technology  
RSL 
 
PE Sports 
Studies CNAT 
 
AQA Unit 
Award 
Scheme 

2.5 

Mathematics 
 

4 

Science 
(Combined 
Award, worth 2 
GCSE's) 
 

5 

Critical 
Thinking: 
combining Life 
Skills (PSHE) 
and Religious 
Studies (non-
exam subject) 
 

1 

Physical 
Education (non-
exam subject) 
 

1 

Language(s): 
French, 
Spanish, 
German or 
Latin 
 

2.5 

History and/or 
Geography 
 

2.5 Vocational 
qualifications 
 
Hair and 
Beauty 
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Agriculture 
Horticulture 
Forestry 
Animal Care 
Motor 
Vehicle  

 


