
 PARENT FORUM MEETING NOTES 

 

MEETING NOTES OF THE PARENT FORUM HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2019 . 

PRIORY GOVERNORS PRESENT: JOHN GRIFFITHS, JO LOADER, PETER COLEBOURN, SARAH ROBERTS AND 

TONY SMITH (HEADTEACHER) 

APOLOGIES FROM GOVERNORS: GAYDREE WRIGLEY, GRAHAM ARR-JONES, SARAH HINKS, SUSAN 

CARPENTER AND SUZANNE HOWELLS  

PARENTS: 9 

ALSO PRESENT:  

Welcome and Introductions 

The Chair of Governors reported on the successes of the school since the last meeting; the 
GCSE results, opening of the Science block, Remembrance Service,Y10 Poetry Live Event, 
Shakespeare Schools Festival. 
 
A verbal report was provided on the background of the funding crisis faced by all schools, 
including Priory School. 
 

Parental Comments and Issues 

 
The meeting was opened up to a general discussion.  A number of points were made. 
 
The minutes of the last meeting were not on the website. TS to follow up. 
 
A group of parents would be willing to assist in creating the sense of ‘celebration’ to the 
leaving of Y11 in 2020. Such an initiative was welcomed and some preparations may have 
been made already. TS to follow up to explore what was happening. 
 
There was concern that Y11 had not been allowed to go home to revise during the Y11 
‘mock exams’: some parents suggested there was a lack of quiet supervision by some staff 
and concern at unsuitable study facilities in school. However the students were allowed to 
leave at 1.15pm providing they did not have an afternoon examination. The school was 
obliged to observe the Local Authority (LA) instructions about study leave. The students are 
required to attend school and if not present, had to be recorded as absent. Attendance at 
East Sussex schools was a matter of general concern and that included Priory School. It 
was also a matter of Safeguarding from which the school could not abrogate its 
responsibilities. 
 
The level of homework, particularly in Y10 was commented upon. English and Geography 
were quoted as examples. Some parent commented that exercise books were not allowed 
home and this made it harder to complete homework tasks. A view was expressed that it 
depended upon individual subject teachers, and ‘Show my Homework’ was not always used. 
TS agreed that it was an ongoing problem and he was aware of the need to chase up 
individual staff. 
 
The commitment of the green agenda at Priory was discussed. Disposable plastic cutlery 
had been identified as a concern. Parents could be more involved in developing awareness 
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and improved practice. The school had had a joint INSET on environmental issues with all 
Lewes school and this was to be followed up in Jan 2020. There was to be a workshop for a 
small group of parents with the wider community of environmental groups. 
 
A question was asked about the current situation with the Lewes Partnership. TS and John 
Griffiths, Foundation Governor, indicated that there was a lack of enthusiasm and even 
some opposition to the partnership. It did not have a sound financial basis.  
 
It was noted that Priory is to have an ASD facility on the site, established with LEA support, 
and there was discussion of the extent of support generally for partnership. 
 
Maths teaching was highlighted by a parent as a concern, and the provision for the most 
able. The school was continuing its work with the Kings College project, now based led by 
UCL. An after-school club for the most able mathematicians has been successfully 
established. 
 
The Head would follow up on; minutes of meetings, Y11 leaving arrangements, Green 
issues, lack of homework. The Chair of Governors thanked everyone present for their 
attendance. 

 

 

Parent Forum closed 7.15pm. 

 

Next Parent Forum is Wed 4th March 2020 at 18:00  

 


