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Welcome to the Year 9 GCSE Options process - your next steps towards your future start here! 
 
We are very excited to begin working with Year 9 students and your parents and carers as you 
consider your Key Stage 4 curriculum choices. This is an important process, and we make every effort 
to fully support students and their families in making choices which best suit them.  
 
The aim of the Priory Key Stage 4 curriculum offer is to provide a framework for intellectual growth 
and creativity as well as the powerful knowledge which sustains the full range of possible onward 
routes. Ensuring students select the right courses for study is essential and this will be facilitated in 
the options process including the introduction of a 1:1 interview. 
 
This booklet will guide you through the process of choosing the subjects you wish to study at Key 
Stage 4. Make sure that you read all the available information in this booklet and be sure to discuss 
your choices with parents, carers, staff and other students so that you make the best choice for you.  
 
The following pages will help you to find out how the Key Stage 4 curriculum works, which subjects 
are compulsory, and which are optional. Don't forget that your tutor and teachers are also invaluable 
sources of information and advice; talk to them if you can't find what you are looking for. You’ll face 
a lot of examinations at the end of Year 11, so it’s a good idea to think about balancing your choices 
with courses that have a practical or performance element where you can shine in different ways too. 
 
Good luck! Choose wisely and keep as many doors open to your future as you can. 
 

 

Jon Curtis-Brignell 

Headteacher 
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Dear Parents/Carers 

This booklet outlines the range of 2-year courses which will be available for your child to study as 

they move into Year 10 at Priory School. It includes information about the core subjects which are 

compulsory for all students and the list of option subjects from which students can choose. The 

choices are being offered subject to the availability of staff and student interest.  

This is an important stage in your child’s future and the choices that they make now will have a 

significant impact on their future education and training opportunities post 16 and their further 

education and career choices. It is important that both parents and students are informed and 

engage fully in choosing the most appropriate and beneficial courses for each individual student. 

Well considered choices contribute greatly to the motivation and success of a student in their GCSE 

courses.  

The courses offered to your child reflect the aims of Priory School; to offer a broad curriculum in 

which deep and rich knowledge empowers our students as future citizens. This is increasingly 

important as our students prepare for a world very different to that of previous generations; where 

the job market is global, continually evolving and highly competitive. Our students need to make 

good choices for their learning so that they embrace their GCSEs with positivity, work hard, seek out 

solutions to challenges and take pride in their successes.   

To prepare our students for their futures, Priory School provides students with a rich academic 

curriculum at GCSE, where the majority of students will study a Humanities subject and a language, 

alongside English, Mathematics and Science to gain the English Baccalaureate (EBacc). Alongside 

these subjects, students have a diverse range of options subjects that they can select from providing 

further opportunity for deeper thinking, innovation, and creativity. Some of these subjects sit within 

‘The Arts’ and we have encouraged our students to consider studying an ‘Arts’ subject as part of the 

‘Priory Baccalaureate’ offer.  

Between January and March, the school will be supporting students and their parents to make their 

subject choices. Alongside this booklet, students will receive information in assembly and in their 

Life Skills lessons, guidance in a 1:1 interview and at the parents evening on the 22nd February 2023 

as well as taster sessions in the options subjects that they are interested in studying.  

I hope that you will find this booklet useful and our staff look forward to supporting your child 

choose their options in the coming weeks. If you have any questions or queries please do not 

hesitate to contact Miss Bradbury (sb@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk),  Mrs Douse (ljd@priory.e-

sussex.sch.uk), Mr Turner (lt@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk) or specifically for careers, Ms Howarth 

(sjh@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk). 

Yours faithfully 

                                                                                                    

Mrs Douse                            Miss Bradbury                     Mr Turner                                Ms Howarth 

Deputy Headteacher          Head of Year 9                     Assistant Headteacher          Careers Coordinator 

mailto:sb@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:ljd@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:ljd@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:lt@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:sjh@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk
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Dear Priory students,  

You are about to make an important decision. Read this booklet carefully and engage with all of the 

information and guidance you will be given at school to help you make your GCSE course choices. 

When you have questions you can ask your form tutor, your Head of Year (Miss Bradbury), your 

subject teachers and the teacher who will meet with you for your 1:1 interview. Make sure you have 

all the information you need to make informed choices about the GCSEs you will study in Year 10 

and Year 11. 

 

HOW DO QUALIFICATIONS WORK AT KEY STAGE 4? 

At Priory School, the majority of students achieve qualifications of a Level 2 equivalency, enabling them 

to progress onto Level 3 courses when they leave Priory in the summer of 2025 for post 16 study. There 

are two main types of Level 2 qualifications: GCSE’s and Technical Route qualifications such as BTECs and 

Cambridge Nationals.  

 

GCSEs  
 

GCSE qualifications are graded from 9-1 rather than A*-G. Grade 9 is the highest grade, set above the 

former A*. The 9-1 system is designed to provide greater levels of differentiation, with a ‘pass’ 

considered to be grade 4 and a ‘good pass’ considered to be grade 5. Good attendance and the 

completion of regular homework is essential as cumulative knowledge gained throughout Year 10 and 

Year 11 will be examined formally at the end of the course in May and June of Year 11. Some courses 

such as PE, Art and Photography include a non-examination assessment component (NEA coursework) 

that is completed in Year 10 and/or Year 11 and submitted towards the final GCSE outcome.  

 

LEVEL 2 TECHNICAL ROUTE QUALIFICATIONS 
 

Nearly all Technical route qualifications offered at Priory School are Level 2 and GCSE equivalent and 

are assessed through portfolios of coursework and/or an examination component. Please check 

subject pages at the end of this booklet for specific details of each. They are ideal for students with a 

keen interest in the subject who prefer project-based work.  

At Priory School, we offer the following range of technical qualifications which can be studied as an 

option choice alongside GCSEs. These include NCFE Health and Social Care, BTEC Home Cooking 

Skills, RSL Music Technology and CNAT PE Sports Studies. 

Level 2 Technical qualifications can be achieved at each level with a Pass, Merit, Distinction or (in some 

cases) Distinction*. With these courses students work consistently towards the final outcome 

throughout Year 10 and Year 11, good attendance is essential, the work completed each lesson will 

contribute towards the final grade.  
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LEVEL 1/LEVEL 1 STANDARD QUALIFICATIONS 

 
Some students may study the AQA Unit Award Scheme, this is Level 1 standard, with students studying 

up to 20 different units across the two-year course. It assessed entirely through coursework.  

 

In addition, Priory School offers some vocational qualifications, these are studied away from the Priory 

site, for example at Plumpton College or East Sussex College (Lewes and Eastbourne campuses). These 

courses are Level 1 qualifications and are assessed entirely through coursework. 

 

Students interested in studying a Level 1 course will be able to discuss the courses offered in their 1:1 

interview and/or with Mrs Douse.  

 

 

MAKING YOUR CHOICES 

At Priory School our aim is that all our students follow a broad and balanced curriculum that prepares 

them for college, the world of work and adult life; this is why the majority of Priory students are 

encouraged to study subjects that make up the EBacc and also consider studying an ‘Arts’ subject as 

an option choice to allow them to achieve the ‘Priory Baccalaureate’.   

Compulsory Subjects 
 

GCSEs 

English   
2 GCSEs: all study both English Language and English 
Literature 

EBacc 

Mathematics            1 GCSE EBacc 

Science                                          

2 GCSEs: all study a Combined Science programme 

N.B. Biology, Chemistry and Physics can be studied as 

separate sciences by selecting Triple Science as an option 

EBacc 

Geography or/and 

History 
Students choose either History or Geography or both by 

selecting the other as an option. 

EBacc 

Language  

Students choose from French, Spanish, German or Latin. 

Students can choose to study 2 languages by either 

selecting the combined language for Option B OR by 

selecting another as an option subject. 

EBacc 

Non-Examined Courses 

PSHE         Non-examination subject   

Physical Education      Non-examination subject  

Religious Studies Non-examination subject  
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Options Subjects 
 

GCSEs 

Art* French Physical Education 

Classics Geography Religious Studies 

Computer Science  German Science (Combined Trilogy) 

Dance* History Sociology 

Design Technology* Media Studies* Spanish 

Drama* Music* 
 

Food Preparation & Nutrition* Photography* 

LEVEL 2 TECHNICAL QUALIFICATIONS 

Music Technology RSL* Home Cooking Skills BTEC* PE Sports Studies CNAT  

Health and Social Care NCFE  

 

AQA Unit Award Scheme (Level 1 standard) 

Most combinations of choices are allowed although some including both GCSE Art and GCSE 

Photography, GCSE PE and PE Sports Studies (CNAT), GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition and Home 

Cooking Skills (BTEC) or GCSE Music and Music Technology (RSL) are not permitted. 

Serious consideration must be given to further education and employment prospects. We believe 

strongly that every student should receive a balanced education; the compulsory core subjects ensure 

that basic skills are covered effectively and are augmented by careful and appropriate selection of 

options subjects.  Those subjects considered to sit within ‘The Arts’ are starred (*) and we encourage 

all students to increase the breadth of their study by combining their options package with an Arts 

subject. We are confident that our options package strikes the best possible balance between 

compulsory provision and individual choice. 

We will do our best to grant all students their options choices. It may not be possible, 
however, to meet all choices. If a subject is under-subscribed, we may have to withdraw it. 
If a subject is over-subscribed, we may ask some students to consider taking a different 
subject. Every student who is asked to reconsider will be spoken to individually by Mr 
Turner or Miss Bradbury. 
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GCSE Options Timeline 

Monday 9th January: GCSE Options launched to Year 9 students in assembly. 

From Monday 9th January GCSE Options discussed in Life Skills lessons. 

Friday 20th January: ‘GCSE Options Taster Day’ Microsoft Forms due in. 

Friday 20th January: Year 9 report sent home. 

Friday 3rd February: ‘GCSE Options Taster Day’.  

Monday 6th February – Friday 3rd March: 1:1 interview and options choices 

Microsoft form to be sent home. 

Wednesday 22nd February: Year 9 Parents Evening and Options talks. 

Friday 17th March: Deadline for all option choices Microsoft forms to be  

        submitted. 

End of April (TBC): Options allocations to be published to students. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Use the form on the next page to help you get an idea about the subjects you want to choose to study 

at GCSE. Students will get the opportunity to try out the options subjects that they are interested in 

studying at the GCSE Options Taster Day on Friday 3rd February and will have an opportunity to discuss 

the subjects that they are interested in during their 1:1 interview with a member of staff and with 

their class teachers at Parents Evening on Wednesday 22nd February. Following these opportunities, 

students will be sent a Microsoft Form to complete their final choices on and submit by Friday 17th 

March. 
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To make your choice of 4 subjects: 

1. Option A: Choose 1 subject from this group. Tick in the column beside your subject choice. 

Geography  

History  

 

2. Option B: Choose 1 subject from this group. Tick in the column beside your subject choice. 

French  

Spanish  

German  
French + Spanish (1 language taught in Year 10 and 1 taught in Year 11, this will culminate 
in 2 GCSEs in total) 

 

German + Spanish (1 language taught in Year 10 and 1 taught in Year 11, this will culminate 
in 2 GCSEs in total) 

 

Latin  

Students who have been recommended to study a technical qualification may choose 1 subject from the technical 

group of subjects below instead of a language for option B. This must be agreed by the school at your 1:1 

interview. Tick the column beside your subject choice. You can study a language as well by selecting a language 

from options C and D below. 

Health and Social Care NCFE  

Home Cooking Skills BTEC*  

Music Technology RSL*  

PE Sports Studies CNAT  

 

3. Option C and D: Choose 2 different subjects from this group. Tick in the column beside your 

2 subject choices. 

Art*  

Classics  

Computer Science  

Dance*  

Design Technology*  

Drama*   

Food Preparation & Nutrition*  

French   

Geography  

German  

History  

Media Studies*  

Music*  

Photography*  

Physical Education  

Religious Studies  

Sociology  

Spanish  

Triple Science  

Nominated students only 

AQA Unit Awards (Level 1 standard)  
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You should now have a total of 4 subject choices 

 

Please write down a reserve subject for Options C and D, this MUST be different from your first 

choices. 

My reserve subject choice for options C and D is  

…………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

POST 16 AND CAREERS ADVICE FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS 

All students in England are required by law to remain in education until the age of 18. During Year 10 

and Year 11, Priory students receive guidance on their next destinations, with the majority of Priory 

students attending local colleges after their GCSEs to study A Levels or alternative technical or 

vocational courses and some taking up apprenticeships or traineeships in their chosen field of interest.  

When making your GCSE option choices, think carefully; the subjects you select might affect your post 

16 and career choices in the future. Try to find out which pathway to follow and which subjects you 

need to take if you have an idea of what you want to do after GCSEs and/or when you finish education. 

Check out https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zhst2sg https://careerpilot.org.uk/ and/or 

https://www.firstcareers.co.uk/ for career ideas. 

At this stage, it is not unusual for students not to know what they want to study post 16 or what they 

want to do for a career. Our advice is to keep all options open by studying a broad range of subjects 

across a number of disciplines and choose the subjects that interest you and that you enjoy studying. 

You can use the Careers Resource Centre, in the school library to research your post 16 and careers 

options and the qualifications you might need.  Which subjects will you need to study for your future? 

Are they subjects that you are performing well in? If not, what do you need to do to perform better in 

them? Are they subjects that you are interested in and enjoy?  

You can discuss your ideas with our Careers Coordinator, Ms Howarth and our Careers Adviser, 

Corinne Holden.   

Please see Ms Howarth, in the Careers Resource Centre to make an appointment; keep an eye on the 

daily bulletin which will advise you of informal “drop-in” sessions to see the Careers Adviser. You can 

also ask your teachers, tutor, Miss Bradbury and parents for advice, too. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zhst2sg
https://careerpilot.org.uk/
https://www.firstcareers.co.uk/


 

11 
 

Knowing. Belonging. Becoming 

 

SUBJECT GUIDES: COMPULSORY CORE EBACC SUBJECTS 

 

English Language 

Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Specification Number: 8700 
 

Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700 

What will I study if I take this subject?  You will study for two exams in English Language. The first 
is focussed on analysing how writers use narrative and descriptive techniques to engage readers in 
fiction texts and using these techniques to develop your own engaging fiction writing. The second 
will ask you to examine how writers present their viewpoint on a range of controversial issues in 
non-fiction texts and will encourage you to develop your own sophisticated non-fiction texts. You 
will also complete a spoken language assessment where you will develop and deliver a formal 
presentation to your classmates. 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?   

• skimming texts to identify key information 

• ‘Reading-between-the-lines’ to make inferences from texts 

• summarising the key ideas of texts 

• selecting quotations to use as evidence 

• analysing language use by exploring the effects of key words and language techniques 

• comparing texts 

• spelling accurately, with correct grammar and punctuation 

• organising texts for effect 

• using language for impact 

• using Standard English confidently 

• presenting sophisticated ideas 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to? English Language GCSE is a key requirement for a 
very large number of post-16 courses and careers. Students must secure at least a grade 4 in 
English Language. More specifically it could lead to careers in: 

• Journalism 

• Publishing 

• Teaching 

• Advertising and marketing 

• Law 

• Business and Finance 

Who can I talk with to find out more? Mrs Wickens, Mr Warren, Mr Gyll-Murray or your class 
teacher 

Assessment Details 

Exam:  

• Paper 1: Explorations in Creative 
Reading and Writing (1 hour 45 
minutes) 

• Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and 
Perspectives  

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Year 10 Mock Exams – June 2024 
Year 11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
GCSE Examinations – May/June 2025 
*The Speaking and Listening Assessment will 
take place in the Winter Term of Y11. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
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• (1 hour 45 minutes) Speaking and 
Listening Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English Literature 

Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Specification Number: 8702 
 

Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702 

What will I study if I take this subject?  For English Literature GCSE you will study a range of texts 
from different periods, genres and forms. You will analyse one 19th-century novel, a Shakespeare 
play, an anthology of poems and a modern play. You will also learn how to analyse poems that you 
have never seen before and build your confidence in writing formal academic essays. 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?   

• linking information from across a text to develop a secure understanding of its plot, 
characters, and themes 

• identifying powerful examples of language use to use as evidence in your writing 

• analysing language use by explaining the effect of key words and language techniques 

• explaining how historical and literary context might have influenced writers 
• comparing texts 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?  

• Journalism 

• Publishing 

• Teaching 

• Advertising and marketing 

• Law 

• Business and Finance 

Who can I talk with to find out more? Mrs Wickens, Mr Warren, Mr Gyll-Murray or your class 
teacher 

Assessment Details 

Exam:  

• Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-
century novel (1 hour 45 minutes) 

 

• Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry        
(1 hour 45 minutes) 

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Year 10 Mock Exams – June 2024 
Year 11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
GCSE Examinations – May/June 2025 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702
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Mathematics 

Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board:  Edexcel 
 
Specification Number: 1MA1 
 

Website:https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-
2015.html 

What will I study if I take this subject?   You will cover topics from areas of number, algebra, 
geometry and measures, statistics and probability and ratio, proportion, and rates of change.  You 
will be given the opportunity to use and apply mathematics in a variety of contexts.   

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?   You will continue using the knowledge, 
understanding and skills you have developed in Key Stage 3.  Students with a strong work ethic are 
likely to do well in maths, as there are lots of opportunities to do additional work to assist with 
progress.  Having a logical approach to problem solving and developing skills in explaining answers 
and methods are also skills which will aid success in maths.   

 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?  The knowledge, understanding and skills you will 
develop will provide a useful base for a wide variety of further qualifications and careers.  A GCSE 
in Maths is also a requirement for a wide range of further qualifications and students achieving 
below grade 4 will be required to repeat their maths GCSE once they leave Priory, regardless of if 
they are going on to further education, employment, or work-based training. 

 

Who can I talk with to find out more?  Your Maths teacher or to Mr Roberts or Mrs Cronin. 

Assessment Details 

Exam:  
Assessment is through three written papers, 
one non-calculator, and two calculator papers.  
Each paper is out of 80 marks and is equally 
weighted. All three papers are 1 hour and 30 
minutes long.  
 

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Autumn Class Test – October/November 2023 
Spring Class Test – March/April 2024 
Year 10 Mock Exams – June 2024 
Year 11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
Spring Mock Exams – March 2025 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html
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Science 
(Combined-

Trilogy) 

Qualification Type: 2 x GCSEs 
 
Exam Board:   AQA 
 
Specification Number: 8464 
 

Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464 

What will I study if I take this subject?   AQA Science Trilogy has been developed with teachers to 
inspire and challenge students of all abilities and aspirations. This course is a double award: 
equivalent to two GCSEs and gives students a good knowledge of Science in Biology, Chemistry, and 
Physics. 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?   This course provides you with the opportunity 
to go onto post-16 science.  Having an interest in science is preferable and you should be a strong 
independent learner with good mathematical skills, an inquisitive mind and an interest in the world 
around you. Enquiry skills will also be an advantage; you will be designing experiments, drawing 
tables to record data, completing graphs to display and analyse data and drawing conclusions from 
investigations. 

 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?  Combined Science provides a firm foundation 
for further study of science at A level. Students who achieve a grade of 4-9 will be able to go on to 
academic science A levels. Please take note that you must achieve at least a grade 4 in the exam 
subject you wish to take. This course is an excellent foundation for those seeking a science-based 
career such as medicine, dentistry, veterinary science, engineering, environmental science, 
marine biology, pharmaceuticals and research and development or just to pursue science as a 
topic of interest. 

 

Who can I talk with to find out more?  All science staff are involved in delivery of this course so you 
can ask any of us for more information 

Assessment Details 

Exam:  
Exam: 100%    
6 x Exam papers 
 
Detail: 
6 x Written exams: 1 hour 15 minutes 
Foundation and Higher Tier 
70 marks 
16.7% of GCSE 
 
Multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer, and open response 
 

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Year 10 Mock Exams – June 2024 
Year 11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
GCSE exams in May/June 2025 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464
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French 

Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board:  Edexcel 
 
Specification Number: 1FR0 
 

Website: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/modern-languages-
2016.html  

What will I study if I take this subject?   French is the second most popular foreign language 
taught in the world: French is estimated as having 110 million native speakers and 190 million 
more second language speakers. It Is very valuable to have on your CV. 

If you enjoy communicating with other people, finding out how language works and learning about 
different countries and cultures, studying GCSE French is an excellent choice for you.  You will build 
on topics you have studied during Key Stage 3, for example family and friends, school, holidays, 
food and drink as well as moving on to new topics. 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?   

• to have studied French at KS3 

• confidence in speaking 

• creativity when writing 

• good communication skills 

• independent study skills 

• a love of languages and for language learning. 
 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?  You will learn many skills which are useful in a 
wide range of future careers, such as the ability to communicate clearly, being confident about 
speaking in public and using problem-solving strategies. All language learning skills can be applied 
to any further language you wish to learn in the future. 

You will add an international dimension to your choice of GCSE subjects, which is something many 
future employers and higher education providers look for.  Universities may request or prefer a 
foreign language at A-level for entry to courses in classical studies, classical civilisation, linguistics, 
law, European law, and business/European studies which include a foreign language. 

You will create greater opportunities for yourself to work abroad, or with companies in the UK 
with international links. 

 

Who can I talk with to find out more?  Mrs R Camenzind is Curriculum Leader for Modern Foreign 
Languages. 

Assessment Details 

Exam: 100% exam  

25% Listening 

25% Speaking 

25% Reading (including translation into English) 
25% Writing (including translation into French) 
 

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Yr10 Mock Exams - June + July 2024 
Yr11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
Yr11 Speaking Mock - February 2025 
Yr11 Terminal speaking exams - April/ May 2025 
Yr11 Reading, Listening and Writing exams - May 
2025 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/modern-languages-2016.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/modern-languages-2016.html
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German 

Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board:  Edexcel 
 
Specification Number: 1GN0 
 

Website: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/modern-languages-
2016.html  

What will I study if I take this subject?    Learning German will enhance your employment 
prospects.  German is the major language in Europe spoken by around 100 million people in 
Germany, Austria and Switzerland. It’s very valuable to have on your CV.  

If you enjoy communicating with other people, finding out how language works and learning about 
different countries and cultures, studying GCSE German is an excellent choice for you.  You will build 
on topics you have studied during Key Stage 3 for example family and friends, school, holidays, food 
and drink as well as moving on to new topics. 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?   

• to have studied German at KS3 

• confidence in speaking 

• creativity when writing 

• good communication skills 

• independent study skills 

• a love of languages and for language learning 
 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?   You will learn many skills which are useful in a 
wide range of future careers, such as the ability to communicate clearly, being confident about 
speaking in public and using problem-solving strategies. All language learning skills can be applied 
to any further language you wish to learn in the future. 

You will add an international dimension to your choice of GCSE subjects, which is something many 
future employers and higher education providers look for.  Universities may request or prefer a 
foreign language at A-level for entry to courses in classical studies, classical civilisation, linguistics, 
law, European law, and business/European studies which include a foreign language. 

You will create greater opportunities for yourself to work abroad, or with companies in the UK with 
international links. 

Who can I talk with to find out more?  Mrs R Camenzind is Curriculum Leader for Modern Foreign 
Languages. 

Assessment Details 

Exam: 100% exam  

25% Listening 

25% Speaking 

25% Reading (including translation into English) 
25% Writing (including translation into German) 
 

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Yr10 Mock Exams - June + July 2024 
Yr11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
Yr11 Speaking Mock - February 2025 
Yr11 Terminal speaking exams - April/ May 2025 
Yr11 Reading, Listening and Writing exams - May 
2025 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/modern-languages-2016.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/modern-languages-2016.html
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Spanish 

Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board:  Edexcel 
 
Specification Number: 1SP0 
 

Website: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/modern-languages-
2016.html  

What will I study if I take this subject?     With approximately 400 million native speakers, Spanish 
ranks as the second most widely spoken language in the world. It is a great tool for travel and 
business and any language is a skill for life. 

If you enjoy communicating with other people, finding out how language works and learning 
about different countries and cultures, studying GCSE Spanish is an excellent choice for you.  You 
will build on topics you have studied during Key Stage 3 for example family and friends, school, 
holidays, food and drink as well as moving on to new topics. 

 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?   

• to have studied Spanish at KS3 

• confidence in speaking 

• creativity when writing 

• good communication skills 

• independent study skills 

• a love of languages and for language learning 
 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?   You will learn many skills which are useful in a 
wide range of future careers, such as the ability to communicate clearly, being confident about 
speaking in public and using problem-solving strategies. All language learning skills can be applied 
to any further language you wish to learn in the future. 

You will add an international dimension to your choice of GCSE subjects, which is something many 
future employers and higher education providers look for.  Universities may request or prefer a 
foreign language at A-level for entry to courses in classical studies, classical civilisation, linguistics, 
law, European law, and business/European studies which include a foreign language. 

You will create greater opportunities for yourself to work abroad, or with companies in the UK with 
international links. 

Who can I talk with to find out more?  Mrs R Camenzind is Curriculum Leader for Modern Foreign 
Languages. 

Assessment Details 

Exam: 100% exam  

25% Listening 

25% Speaking 

25% Reading (including translation into English) 
25% Writing (including translation into Spanish) 
 

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Yr10 Mock Exams - June + July 2024 
Yr11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
Yr11 Speaking Mock -  February 2025 
Yr11 Terminal speaking exams - April/ May 2025 
Yr11 Reading, Listening and Writing exams - May 
2025 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/modern-languages-2016.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/modern-languages-2016.html
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Latin 
Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board: Eduqas 
 
Specification Number: 601/7811/5 
 

Website: https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/mcndqwu2/eduqas-gcse-latin-spec-from-2016-e-11-05-
2022-1.pdf  
What will I study if I take this subject?  During the two-year study of this EBacc language you will 
experience elements of language and Classical Civilisation. We use the ancient language of the 
Romans to learn about the events of the past. You will study grammar as well as a range of Latin 
literature. You will learn the vocabulary gradually over the two-year period as we follow the 
Cambridge Latin Course. During this course you will learn about Pompeii, occupied Egypt, and 
Roman Britain. 20% of the GCSE is made up of a non-language paper based on Roman Civilisation 
where we will look at an element of Roman history. During the two years there will be an optional 
October trip to Italy to visit the ancient city of Pompeii and spend two days in Rome also enjoying 
the sun and the sites! Alternatively, you might opt to travel to the Roman sites of Greece. 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject? Attention to detail is a key skill as you need to 
able to spot subtle differences that can change the whole meaning of a sentence.  If you like code-
breaking and working through problems methodically then this could be the subject for you!  
Good knowledge of other languages can be an advantage but is not essential.  If you have a good 
English vocabulary this can also help you make links with Latin words.  You need to be a self-
motivated, disciplined, and resilient learner.  Learning Latin can be challenging, but with 
commitment and enthusiasm it can also be extremely rewarding. 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to? Latin is perhaps one of the most highly regarded 
academic subjects. Taking this challenging course will demonstrate your resilience, problem-
solving ability, and dedication.  Traditionally Latin has been beneficial to careers in journalism, 
law, government, and medicine. It is highly regarded by both universities and employers, 
particularly as many state schools do not offer Latin; it gives you a unique selling point.  Latin can 
also be studied at A-level and degree level and can complement further education study in 
Archaeology, Classics, Modern Foreign Languages, English Literature and Ancient History. 

Who can I talk with to find out more? Mr Day 

Assessment Details 

Exam: 100% 

There are three exam papers: 
Component 1: Latin Language 
1 hour 30 minutes = 50% of qualification 
Component 2: Latin Literature and Sources 
(Theme: Magic and Superstition) 
1 hour 15 minutes = 30% of qualification 
Component 3B: Roman Civilisation (Theme: 
Daily Life in a Roman Town) 
1 hour = 20% of qualification  

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
 

Year 10: lots and lots of mini-tests 
Year 10: Continuing verb and noun grid tests 
Year 10 Mock Exams – June 2024 
Year 11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
Year 11 Literature Mock – February 2025 
Year 11 Civilisation Mock – March 2025 
GCSE Examinations – May/June 2025 

https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/mcndqwu2/eduqas-gcse-latin-spec-from-2016-e-11-05-2022-1.pdf
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/mcndqwu2/eduqas-gcse-latin-spec-from-2016-e-11-05-2022-1.pdf
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Geography 

Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board:  AQA 
 
Specification Number: 8035 
 

Website: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035 

What will I study if I take this subject?  Geography is an ever-changing subject that looks at the world we live 
in today. You will look at how nature has shaped our planet and the impact this has had on us. You will study 
the ways in which humans are trying to control and manage the natural world, looking at the role sustainable 
management has to play in our future. You will look at what humans are doing to the planet and how uneven 
our distribution of resources is. GCSE Geography is a topic that is always in the news, so if you have an interest 
in the world around you, we are going to explore this.   

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?   
GCSE Geography is designed to work on the following skills, so an understanding of these is important: 

• actively engage in the process of geography to develop as effective and independent learners, and 
as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds.  

• use geographical skills (cartographic, graphical, and numerical), appropriate technologies, enquiry, 
and analysis. 

• develop their knowledge and understanding of geographical concepts and appreciate the 
relevance of these concepts to our changing world. 

• develop a framework of spatial awareness in which to appreciate the importance of the location of 
places and environments from local to global. 

• appreciate the differences and similarities in people’s views of the world and its environments, 
societies, and cultures. 

• develop their responsibilities as global citizens and recognise how they can contribute to a future 
that is sustainable and inclusive. 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?    The qualification will help you gain a place at a further 
education college and university. It is a qualification that employees look very favourably on as it gives you 
great opportunity to work on a variety of skills throughout the course, while tackling very topical issues. The 
fieldwork element of the course is excellent practice for further education as you will have to complete two 
independent pieces of research on a local topic. 

Who can I talk with to find out more?   Mr Quinn, Mr Guilford, Mrs Douse and Miss Murphy 

Assessment Details 

Exam: 100% exam  
 

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment, it will 
be a 1hour 30-minute exam that is worth 35% of the 
final grade. Students will be assessed on the 
challenge of natural hazards, physical landscapes in 
the UK, The living world and geographical skills. 

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment, it 
will be a 1hour 30-minute exam that is worth 35% of 
the final grade. Students will be assessed on urban 
issues and challenges, the changing economic world, 
the challenge of resource management and 
geographical skills. 
Paper 3: Geographical applications, it will be a 1hour 
exam that is worth 30% of the final grade. Students 
will be assessed on issue evaluation, fieldwork and 
geographical skills.  

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
 
Yr10 Mock Exams- June 2024 
Yr11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
Yr11 GCSE Examinations – May/June 2025 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035
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History 

Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board:  AQA 
 
Specification Number: 8145 
 

Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145 

What will I study if I take this subject?   GCSE History has four components of equal value. For Paper 
1 you will develop your understanding of the modern world. The period study on Germany 
c.1890-1945 will focus on democracy and dictatorship. The wider world depth study on the Cold 
War, 1945-c.1972 will focus on conflict and tension. Paper 2 will help you build an understanding 
of the events and developments that shaped our nation. The British depth study on Elizabethan 
England c.1568-1603 is a fascinating look at late Tudor England. The thematic study c.1000-
present on British people and health is an intriguing gallop through the development of medicine 
and healthcare. All four components interweave the themes of power and control and the impact 
on peoples’ ordinary lives. 
 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?  An unwavering commitment to act as a mature 
historian. That doesn’t just mean remembering details, but also how to use them to communicate 
and articulate your thoughts. An ability to group evidence, make links and argue through extended 
writing is essential. You will need to consider how and why the past has been interpreted by others, 
who often disagree!  You must question the evidence in front of you. You need the ability to work 
out why complex things happen and the impact of changes. Furthermore, you must see beyond 
broad generalisations of peoples’ experiences. You need to realise the answer is often not entirely 
straight-forward As a mature historian you will need to engage in reading and revision outside of 
lesson to further your subject knowledge and passion for the past. 
 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?    History is one of the most desirable academic 
qualifications you could choose at GCSE. It is therefore respected highly by colleges, universities 
and employers. If you are considering A-levels in subjects such as English, geography, sociology, 
psychology, politics, or history; a GCSE in history would be very useful. Furthermore, if you are 
already interested in a career in business, law, finance, or politics; again, a GCSE in history will 
help you to start developing the skills and abilities that these careers will require. History GCSE is 
also a good option for students who aren’t sure what they want to study after GCSE, as it is a 
rigorous and challenging option, so can be applied to many different vocations and careers in the 
future.  
 

Who can I talk with to find out more?    Current GCSE students in Year 10, maybe Year 11. Mr Scruby 
or Miss Osborne and Miss Navey. 
 

Assessment Details 

Exam: 100% in Summer 2025 
Paper 1 – Understanding the modern world. 
Paper 2 – Shaping the [British] nation. 
  

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Yr10 Mock Exams - June 2024 
Yr11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
Yr11 GCSE Examinations – May/June 2025 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145
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SUBJECT GUIDES: GCSE OPTION SUBJECTS 

Art 

Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board:  Edexcel 
 
Specification Number: 1AD0 
 

Website:http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/art-and-design-
2016.html 

What will I study if I take this subject?    The GCSE Art course at Priory is a popular and successful option.  

It gives students opportunities to develop a range of ideas and interests, whilst following structured units of 
work.  Students who choose to do GCSE Art should enjoy drawing and be prepared to experiment with it, as 
all units of work entail drawing of some sort.  Throughout the course students will learn about the ways in 
which a range of artists from different times and cultures have worked and use this knowledge to inform their 
skills and ideas.  All work is assessed and it is compulsory to keep a sketchbook for recording observations 
and ideas, both in class and for regular homework.  Most homework involves working from observation, 
researching artists and using interesting materials.  Tasks will always link with the units of work being covered 
in class at the time. 
What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?     This course will suit students who are prepared to 

put time and thought into their coursework steadily throughout the GCSE course. Students need to be 
organised, consistent, resilient, and be prepared to complete work outside of lessons. They should be open 
to try new ideas and techniques and have a keen interest in producing independent work. There will be some 
writing expected to communicate ideas and understanding. 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?    We live in a society dominated by images and career 

opportunities in the arts are numerous.  GCSE Art & Design is essential for students considering A/S, A-level 
Art courses which are required for higher education courses in any visual arts subjects. 

 

Who can I talk to find out more?   Your Art teacher!  Miss Faricy, Ms Boon or Miss Ward 

Assessment Details 

EXAM: 40% / COURSEWORK: 60% 

Details: Two main coursework units to be 
completed by the end of Year 11: Sculpture and 
Identity.  These units will cover a range of skills and 
techniques, including different drawing approaches, 
painting, 3D construction, printmaking, collage and 
digital photography. There are no essays to submit 
or any written exam at the end of the course, but 
students are expected to express opinions, describe 
techniques and justify choices as their work 
progresses.   
There is an externally set assignment (exam) at the 
end of the course.  This is a unit of work developed 
from a theme set by the exam board that must be 
completed in a set amount of time.  8 weeks are 
given to work out ideas and to research the subject, 
with advice from class teachers.  Two days (10 
hours) are given to a timed test for students to work 
independently to produce an outcome developed 
from the preparation.   
Although materials and equipment will be provided 
by the school, students will be asked to make a 

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
• End of term 4 2024: Coursework unit 1 

Sculpture 

• End of term 6 2024: Coursework unit 2 
interim Identity 

• End of term 4 2025: Coursework unit 2: 
Identity 

• End of term 5 2025: Externally set 
assignment (exam unit) 

 

Assessment objectives: 
1. Develop ideas through investigations 

informed by contextual and other sources, 
demonstrating analytical and critical 
understanding. 

2. Refine ideas through experimenting and 
selecting appropriate resources, media, 
materials, techniques and processes. 

3. Record ideas, observations and insights 
relevant to your intentions in visual and / 
or other forms. Demonstrate consistent 
and creative use of skills and techniques. 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/art-and-design-2016.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/art-and-design-2016.html
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financial contribution at the start Year 10 and Year 
11.   

 

4. Present a personal, informed and 
meaningful response demonstrating 
analytical and critical understanding 
realising intentions and making 
connections. 
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Classics 
Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board: OCR 
 
Specification Number: J199 
 

Website: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-classical-civilisation-j199-from-2017/  

What will I study if I take this subject?  During this two-year study, you will investigate two 
exciting elements of the classical world. The first element you will study is Homer’s Odyssey. You 
will read this great myth and get to know its sneaky hero, Odysseus, as well as the monsters and 
challenges he faces. To compliment this literature, you will carry out a historical study of Homeric 
Greece looking at cities and ancient warfare.  The second unit you will study investigates ‘Myth 
and Religion’ in the ancient world. You will need to be ready to learn about the gods, the myths 
and the amazing buildings of Athens and Rome! 
 
 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?  You should have no objection to reading, writing 
and note-taking as all the topics are written assessments that will require in depth study of a text 
or source material.  Skills in evaluating sources are valuable but will be taught during the course.  
Most importantly, you will be encouraged to express your own opinions and judgements on the 
ancient world, engage in debates, group work and independent study, therefore being able to argue 
your points and back these up with evidence is particularly important.   

 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to? Classics is a diverse academic subject 
encompassing elements of English, art, and ancient history.  The variety of topics we cover mean 
that you develop a wide range of skills and show any employer how adaptable you are.  Your 
abilities to analyse, evaluate and justify your opinions developed by this course are some of the 
core skills that employers look for.  Classics can also be studied at A-level and degree level.  
Elements of this course would also complement study in archaeology, drama, English literature, 
and ancient history. Opportunities for careers in law, business, the civil service, as well as the 
creative arts arise from Classical studies. 
 

Who can I talk with to find out more? Mr Gibb, Miss Navey and Miss Osborne 

Assessment Details 

Exam: 
Unit 1: Myth and Religion (50%) 
J199/11 
90 marks, 1 hour 30 minutes 
 
Unit 2: Literature and Culture (50%) 
J199/21 
90 marks, 1 hour 30 minutes 
 

 

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Year 10 Gods and Hercules mock – December 
2023 
Year 10 Mock Exams – June 2024 
Year 11 Paper 1 Walkthrough - September 2024 
Year 11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
Year 11 Mock Exam Paper 2 – March 2025 
 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-classical-civilisation-j199-from-2017/
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Computer Science 
Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board: OCR 
 
Specification Number: J277 
 

Website: https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/558027-specification-gcse-computer-science-j277.pdf  

What will I study if I take this subject?  Computer Science is a practical subject where students 
can apply the knowledge and skills learned in the classroom to real-world problems. It is an 
intensely creative subject that involves invention and excitement. The Computer Science 
qualification will value computational thinking, helping students to develop the skills to solve 
problems and design systems that do so. Students will be able to understand and apply the 
fundamental principles and concepts of Computer Science, including abstraction, decomposition, 
logic, algorithms, and data representation. 
 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?  Due to the nature of the course students should 
be keen to acquire and apply creative and technical skills to real life situations. Throughout the 
course students will need to demonstrate creativity, innovation, logical and critical thinking skills. 
Mathematical skills will also be required to analyse problems including designing, writing and 
debugging programs. Students will also need to be resilient and determined as programming can 
be tricky at times. 

 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to? These skills will be the best preparation for 
students who want to go on to study Computer Science at A Level and beyond. The qualification 
will also provide a good grounding for other subject areas that require computational thinking and 
analytical skills. 

Who can I talk with to find out more? Ms Webb, Mr Clarke and Mr Woo 

Assessment Details 

Exam: 100%  
Computer Science is assessed through two 1hr 
30 
minute written exams which focus on 
Computer 
Systems, Computational Thinking, Algorithms 
and 
Programming. 
 

 

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Year 10 Mock Exams – June 2024 
Year 11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
GCSE Examination – May/June 2025 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/558027-specification-gcse-computer-science-j277.pdf
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Dance 
Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Specification Number: 8236 
 

Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/dance/gcse/dance-8236/specification-at-a-glance 

What will I study if I take this subject?  If you opt for Dance, you will be entered for the GCSE 
course; this is an exciting and refreshing area of study.  The course is physically, aesthetically and 
intellectually challenging and stimulating.  You will need to work both individually and 
collaboratively in refining your knowledge and understanding of the shaping of movement into 
artistic forms of expression. You will develop your skills over the three main areas of performing, 
choreographing and appreciating professional dance. Opting for dance GCSE will build your wider 
communication skills and confidence whilst keeping you physically active. Healthy body, healthy 
mind. 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?  Enthusiasm for dance, a willingness to perform 
to an audience, an interest in studying professional dance works and a good level of practical and 
compositional dance skills.   You will need to be prepared to work both independently as well as in 
collaboration with others.   

What will a qualification in this subject lead to? Dance is a subject that can support both those 
wishing to work within performing arts, as well as providing transferable skills to almost any 
career path such as critical analysis, independence, and creativity. Dance boosts confidence and 
helps students to express themselves both physically and verbally, facilitating a widening of 
personal horizons. The course is also effective preparation for A Level Dance and BTEC Level 3 
National Diploma in Dance. In a competitive world, well-rounded students are sought after, and 
dance is a qualification that can showcase a variety of skills both in and out of the studio! 

Who can I talk with to find out more? Miss Cartlidge 

Assessment Details 

Exam:  
Performance: 30% of the GCSE 
Choreography: 30% of the GCSE 
Examination: 40% of the GCSE 

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Year 10 Mock Performance in a group - October 
& December 2023 
Year 10 Mock Choreography Exam Paper - 
March 2024 
Year 10 Mock Exams – June 2024 
Year 10 Set Solo Performance Exam - July 2024 
Year 11 Performance in a Duo/Trio Exam -  
October 2024 
Year 11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
Year 11 Set Solo Performance Exam - December 
2024 
Year 11 Choreography Exam Paper – March 2025 
GCSE Examination – May/June 2025 
 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/dance/gcse/dance-8236/specification-at-a-glance
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Design 
Technology 

Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Specification Number: 8552 
 

Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-
8552 

What will I study if I take this subject?  We will take a practical approach to design, encouraging 
you to design and make products with creativity and originality in a variety of practical activities, 
using a range of materials and techniques. Packaging, labelling and instructions (graphic design) 
are also encouraged as part of the complete design proposal.  
You will experience a variety of research, designing, planning and making tasks through design and 
make assignments, which will give you the skills and knowledge to successfully complete your final 
GCSE project and exam. 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?  Drawing and sketching skills will be developed 
and links between Technology, Science and Maths will be highlighted throughout. Practical skills 
are an advantage though all understanding of machines and techniques will be taught/ recapped. 
This Design and Technology GCSE builds on the skills, knowledge and understanding developed in 
Years 7 to 9. 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to? Further study: A levels, vocational level 2, 3 and 
4 courses, graduate and post-graduate courses in: 3D Design, Engineering, Product/Industrial 
Design, Architecture, Sustainability, Jewellery, Graphic Design, Textiles, Interior Design, Illustration 
and a Foundation Diploma in Art and Design. Trades such as plumbing and carpentry. 

The skills and understanding learned and developed in this course will help with all types of 
careers where problem solving, creativity and innovation are valued. 

Who can I talk with to find out more? Mr Horsted, Miss Fraser and Mr Ghale 

Assessment Details 

Exam:  
Non-Examination Assessment:  50% 
Exam:                  50% 
 
Detail: We have prototyping facilities including 
a dedicated computer suite, four 3D printers, 
sublimation printing equipment and a laser 
cutter. This is allowing students to access the 
type of equipment similar to those found in 
industry that greatly assists the design and 
development of products. More traditional 
techniques are also taught in associated 
materials, metal, textiles, plastics, wood, 
ceramics, glass, concrete and smart materials. 

 

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Termly throughout Year 10 
Year 10 Mock Exams – June 2024 
June Year 10 - Completion of the research 
section 
Year 11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
September to February Year 11 - Developing and 
making your chosen product (final prototype) 
February Year 11 to April Year 11 - Industrial 
practice and final testing and evaluation 
Final NEA coursework assessment will take place 
in Term 4 of Year 11 
GCSE Examination – May/June 2025 
 

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552
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Drama 
Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Specification Number: 8261 
 

Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261  
What will I study if I take this subject?   You will study a wide variety of acting techniques, performance 
support, stimulus and work within a number of dramatic styles and genres: devised work; acting from a 
script; improvised plays; Theatre in Education.  
You will keep a logbook of your practical work. We will study the play Blood Brothers by Willy Russell, through 
exciting practical and theory sessions.  You are expected to experience live theatre during the course and 
there will be the opportunity to attend shows. Recent productions that GCSE drama students have seen 
include Frantic Assembly’s Othello, Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House, Brighton Open Air Theatre’s A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, The Convert, Twelfth Night and The American Clock. All GCSE Drama students will perform to 
a public audience at least twice during the course as part of their formal assessment. 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?   You should have an interest in working in a creative way 
to present ideas in a dramatic form for an audience and be keen to contribute to group discussion and 
planning.  An enthusiasm for theatre and the varied design aspects of theatrical production (such as set, 
lighting or costume) is desirable.  You must be prepared to take responsibility for working with a group 
towards a final performance, using organisational and communication skills as well as performing with 
confidence. Written responses to plays, understanding Drama as a subject and creating a written Devising 
Log are also important, so be prepared to write and to do research, often independently. 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?  The GCSE Drama course is very varied and aims to develop 
the self-confidence of students in terms of their personal communication skills, their presentation and 
organisational skills and their group working skills.  These skills will prove to be of great benefit in any future 
career.  You can take a variety of Drama and Performing Arts qualifications at post-16 including theatre 
Studies A Level, Performing Arts BTEC courses and Theatre on the International Baccalaureate. There are 
ever-increasing career opportunities in all areas of media (TV, film and live theatre), and Drama is seen as a 
valuable qualification in terms of presentation and communication skills. 

Who can I talk with to find out more? Ms Thurley 

Assessment Details 

Exam:  

C1: Understanding Drama (40% of GCSE). 
Open book 1 hour and 45 minute exam  
Section A: Multiple choice questions. Section B: 
Study of a set text and 4 questions based on this. 
Analysis of a profession piece of live theatre (choice 
of) one question on a live production.  
C2: Devising Drama (40% of GCSE). 
Devised performance (20 marks). 
Devising log (written support of the devising 
process) (60 marks). 
C3: Texts in practice (20% of GCSE). 
Performance of extract 1 (20 marks) and extract 2 
(20 marks). This is formed of a monologue and 
duologue or small group piece from the same play 
of your choice. 

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
 
June of Year 10 – C3 is completed. 
November of Year 10 – Theatre Trip 
January of Year 11 – C2 is completed. 
March of Year 11 – Theatre Trip 
June of Year 11 – C1 exam 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261
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Food Preparation 
and Nutrition 

Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board: OCR 
 
Specification Number: J309 
 

Website: http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/234806-specification-accredited-gcse-food-preparation-
and-nutrition-j309.pdf 

What will I study if I take this subject?  If you enjoy making food, are interested in nutrition, and 
are curious about the role that science plays in food production then this course is for you. You will 
need to undertake a wide range of activities, both practical and theoretical, which will help you to 
understand how food is prepared and cooked at home and in industry. You will be involved in 
making a variety of foods, many of which will be your own free choice. The principles of food safety 
and hygiene also underpin everything you will study. You will complete on average ONE practical 
per week and ONE classroom-based lesson.  You will be set written homework every week. There 
is also a cost to bear in mind when choosing this option, however, students in receipt of free school 
meals are eligible for assistance with the cost of supplying ingredients. 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?  

• good practical making skills 

• an interest in different foods and techniques required to make them 

• a high degree of organisation to manage your practical tasks and homework each week 

• good time management to complete practical tasks within the time limit each week (2 
hours) 

• a willingness to apply yourself and persevere with the range of written tasks you will be 
required to complete 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to? GCSE Food courses can be used as a foundation 
for progression to professional chef diplomas, apprenticeships, BTEC and other vocational courses 
in catering, hotel management and dietetics, as well as providing valuable lifelong skills. There are 
also a wide range of personal skills that are developed e.g., problem solving, investigating, 
organisation, creativity, and presentational techniques. 

Who can I talk with to find out more? Ms Miles-Lewis or Mrs Attwood 

Assessment Details 

Exam:  
Non-Examination Assessment: 
Food investigation task: 15% of overall mark 
Practical making task: 35% of overall mark 
3 hours to make a three-course meal 
Exam: 1 hour 30 mins written theory exam = 
50% of overall mark   
Detail:  
Students should note that the food 
investigation is a practical based task which has 
a substantial written element to it (as with all 
‘practical’ GCSEs) 
The written theory exam is taken at the end of 
Year 11. 

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Mock exams Term 5 and 6 Year 10 
Practical task released by exam board 
beginning of Year 11. 
Likely completion range for practical 
examination tasks October to March of Year 11 
GCSE Written theory exam: End of Year 11 
(May/June) 

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/234806-specification-accredited-gcse-food-preparation-and-nutrition-j309.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/234806-specification-accredited-gcse-food-preparation-and-nutrition-j309.pdf
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Media Studies 
Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Specification Number: 8572 
 

Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/gcse/media-studies-8572 

What will I study if I take this subject?  In Media Studies you will study how modern media 
impacts on all our lives. 
 
You’ll cover all aspects of media including language, representations, industries, and audiences, 
giving students both an overall and in-depth understanding of how media represents the world. 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?  

• students develop appreciation and critical understanding of the media and its role in their 
daily lives 

• critical thinking and decision-making skills 

• pre-production and planning skills like storyboarding, scripting, flat plans, news selection, 
mock-ups, and sketching 

• production skills like photography, filming, recording, editing, desktop publishing and web 
design 

• an understanding of new technologies such as social media and video games 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?  
TV and Film production 
Journalism 
Digital media and web design 
Photography 
Marketing and Sales 
Publishing 
Social media 

Who can I talk with to find out more? Mr Tomlinson-Gray 

Assessment Details 

Exam:    2 X 90-minute exams: 
• Paper 1: Written exam: 1 hour 30 

minutes 
84 marks 
35% of GCSE 

• Paper 2: Written exam: 1 hour 30 
minutes 
84 marks 
35% of GCSE 

• Non-Examination Assessment: A choice 
of one of five annually changing briefs, 
set by AQA. 
60 marks 
30% of GCSE 
Assessed by teachers 

              Moderated by AQA.  

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Year 10 Mock Exams – June 2024 
Year 11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
GCSE Examinations – May/June 2025 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/gcse/media-studies-8572
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Music 
Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board: EDUQAS 
 
Specification Number: 601/8131/X 
 

Website: https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music-gcse/#tab_overview 

What will I study if I take this subject?  There are three different aspects of the Music GCSE course: 

Performance, Composition, and Listening and Appraising. 

In the Performance unit you will need to perform two pieces of music, with a combined time of 4 minutes 
minimum. Each piece will need to be at least grade 4 standard to obtain maximum marks. One of the two 
pieces must be as a soloist (with backing tracks/accompanist allowed), and the other piece must be 
performed as part of a small ensemble. These two pieces do not need to be recorded in a live, concert 
setting, and instead can be recorded in lesson time. You will be assessed on your accuracy of pitch/rhythm, 
the communication of the piece, and the security of your technique on your instrument. In the Composition 
unit you will need to compose two pieces of music, with a combined time of 3 minutes minimum. The exam 
board will send out stimuli and expectations that you will need to meet with regards to the feel of the piece, 
and the genre/style of the piece. Composition techniques for a variety of musical genres will be covered in 
lesson time, and compositions will be created via the use of music software and live recordings. 
In the Listening and Appraising unit, we will analyse a variety of musical genres including Baroque, Classical, 
and Romantic era music, Chamber music, Blues, Jazz, Musical Theatre, Rock/Pop, Bhangra, Fusion, and Film 
music. We will analyse set pieces of music in specific detail, as well as analysing generic features of the above 
musical styles. A knowledge/appreciation of music theory is not a necessity but is desirable. At the end of 
Year 11 you will sit an exam where there will be eight sets of listening and appraising questions regarding 
various pieces of music. 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject? You will need a strong desire to improve; 

determination, resilience and aspiration are all key. The only way to improve in music is through constant 
practice and analysation. To do well at the GCSE you will have to be regularly practicing music on your 
chosen instrument, regularly creating musical ideas, and regularly analysing pieces of music. You will then 
have to analyse the work you’ve done and try to improve it until it is as perfect as you can make it. 

You must be open minded to listening to new genres of music beyond those that you normally listen to. 
What will a qualification in this subject lead to? A qualification in Music GCSE can lead to further 

study at A Level or Level 3 equivalent in Music, Music Technology, or Performing Arts which can in turn lead 
to musical based studies at university. Careers in the music industry including session musicians, composers, 
musical historians, musical therapists, music teachers, music publicists, talent scouts, A&R representatives, 
studio engineers, and music producers. All are attainable career goals with a starting point in Music GCSE 
Who can I talk with to find out more? Speak to Mr Fraser or Ms Gottlieb for more details. 

Assessment Details 
Exam: 40% of your final grade. There will be 8 pieces 
of music to listen to and a variety of questions about 
each piece. The questions will be based around the 
musical elements and the musical context of each 
piece. The pieces will come from a wide array of 
genres. 
Coursework:  60% of your final grade. 30% will be 
based around your ability to perform difficult pieces 
well on your chosen instrument. The other 30% will 
be based around two pieces of music you create. 

60 marks 
30% of GCSE 
Assessed by teachers 

              Moderated by AQA.  

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Year 10 Mock Exams – June 2024 
Year 10 Performance 1/Composition 1 completed – 
July 2024 
Year 11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
Year 11 Performance 2/Composition 2 completed – 
March 2025 
GCSE Examinations – May/June 2025 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music-gcse/#tab_overview
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PE  
Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Specification Number: 8582 
 

Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/physical-education-8582 

What will I study if I take this subject?  The GCSE course is both physically and intellectually 
challenging. It contains both theoretical and practical components.  It provides an excellent 
opportunity for motivated students to deepen their knowledge and understanding and improve 
practical performance in a range of sporting activities. 
 
Students will study the theory of human body and movement in physical activity in sport and the 
socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport and analyse the performance 
of their own/another’s performance in one activity. Students will be assessed in 3 sporting activities, 
which can only be from the list AQA provide: either 2 team activities and 1 individual or 2 individual 
and 1 team activity. 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject? Strong all-round performance in physical 
education (Level 5C+ at Key Stage 3) and a real interest and enjoyment in physical activity 

• have an interest in the human body and movement in physical activity in sport and the Socio-
cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport. 

• willingness to commit to extra-curricular sports clubs. 

• participation in a sport outside of school is desirable but not essential. 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to? The course, as well as being enjoyable, is an 
excellent foundation for those considering further education, or a career in sports science, the 
leisure industry, recreational management, teaching/ coaching, or uniformed services careers. 

Who can I talk with to find out more? Speak to any member of the PE department. Mr Warren or 
Mr Jones. 

Assessment Details 

Exam: 
 
Practical internal and externally moderated in 
three activities worth 30% of total marks 
available. Analysis of performance is worth 10% 
of total marks available. 
Two written papers:  The human body and 
movement in physical activity in sport is worth 
30%. Socio-cultural influences and well-being in 
physical activity and sport is worth 30%. 
  

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Each term there will be an internal sports 
assessment and end of unit theory tests. (Year 
10 and 11) 
Year 10 Mock Exams – June 2024 
Year 11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
Practical assessment – throughout Year 10 and 
11 with a deadline of Christmas in Year 11 
NEA coursework (analysis and evaluation) – 
throughout Year 10 and 11 with a deadline of 
Christmas Year 11. 
March Year 11 Practical Exam Internal and 
External moderation. 
GCSE Examinations – May/June 2025 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/physical-education-8582
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Photography 
Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board: EDEXCEL 
 
Specification Number: 1PY0 
 

Website: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/art-and-design-2016.html 

What will I study if I take this subject?  GCSE Photography offers exciting and challenging opportunities to 
learn new photographic skills and put them into practice.  Throughout the course students will learn about 
important developments in photography and use research into other photographers to inform their own 
ideas and practise.  They will learn how to use film cameras and enlarge photographs in the darkroom and a 
range of digital photography skills. Students will be expected to write about their ideas and opinions and 
evaluate your work using specialist vocabulary. 
Although materials and equipment will be provided by the school, students will be asked to contribute at the 
start Year 10 and Year 11. Students must have access to a digital camera at home and owning a manual SLR 
film camera would be an advantage. 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject? You will need to be prepared to put time and thought into 
their coursework steadily throughout the GCSE course. You need to be organised, consistent and resilient, 
and be prepared to work hard outside of lessons. You will need to show a keen interest in taking 
photographs in your own time and do a lot of work independently. 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?  We live in a society dominated by images, and career 
opportunities in the visual arts are numerous. GCSE Photography is good for students considering further 
education courses in visual arts or film/media subjects, and for students considering a career in 
photography or film. 

Who can I talk with to find out more? Your Art teacher!  Miss Faricy, Ms Boon or Miss Ward 

Assessment Details 

EXAM: 40% / COURSEWORK: 60% 

Detail: Two main projects to be completed by the 
end of Year 11; Abstraction and Identity.  Students 
will learn about techniques and ideas used by a 
diverse range of photographers. shoot and develop 
black and white film and make photographic 
enlargements in the darkroom. They will experiment 
with a range of materials and techniques, including 
using digital cameras (DSLRs) and digital editing 
using Photoshop. They will record observations, 
ideas and research using sketchbooks for each unit.  
There are no essays to submit or any written exam 
at the end of the course, but students will be 
expected to write about their own opinions, express 
ideas and justify their choices as their work 
progresses. 
There is an externally set assignment (exam) at the 
end of the course.  This is a unit of work developed 
from a theme set by the exam board that must be 
completed in a set amount of time.  8 weeks are 
given to work out ideas and to research the subject, 
with advice from the student’s teacher.  Two days 
(10 hours) are given to a timed test for students to 
work independently to produce work developed 
from the preparation.  This unit of work is worth 

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
• End of term 4 2024: Coursework unit 1 

Abstraction 

• End of term 6 2024: Coursework unit 2 
interim Identity 

• End of term 4 2025: Coursework unit 2: 
Identity 

• End of term 5 2025: Externally set 
assignment (exam unit) 

 
Assessment objectives: 

1. Develop ideas through investigations 
informed by contextual and other sources, 
demonstrating analytical and critical 
understanding. 

2. Refine ideas through experimenting and 
selecting appropriate resources, media, 
materials, techniques and processes. 

3. Record ideas, observations and insights 
relevant to your intentions in visual and / 
or other forms. Demonstrate consistent 
and creative use of skills and techniques. 

4. Present a personal, informed and 
meaningful response demonstrating 
analytical and critical understanding 
realising intentions and making 
connections. 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/art-and-design-2016.html
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40% of the total marks and follows on naturally from 
the content of the course.  
Although materials and equipment will be provided 
by the school, students will be asked to make a 
financial contribution at the start Year 10 and Year 
11. 
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Religious Studies 
Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Specification Number: 8062 
 

Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062   

What will I study if I take this subject?  The course is split into two parts: 

1. Study of Religions (beliefs, teachings, and practices). Students will study two religious’ 
traditions of Buddhism and Christianity in depth. 

2. Thematic Studies.  Students will study four themes: religion and life, the existence of God 
and revelation, religion, peace and conflict, and religion, human rights, and social justice. 
 

Trips: A possible trip to India will be scheduled if enough pupils take the GCSE 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject? It is important that you are an inquisitive person 
and that you enjoy finding out about other people and what they believe. You should also enjoy 
thinking critically and be ready to criticize opinions and views in a respectful way. You should also 
like sharing your own opinion and listening to the views of others. Being able to participate in 
debates is also important. 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?  The wide variety of skills used in this GCSE make 
it a very widely well-recognised and sought-after qualification. It leads directly into A-levels such 
as Philosophy, Religious Studies, Theology, and Critical Thinking. The skills developed in this 
subject can be applied much further. The Russell Group of top universities describes the subject as 
“suitable preparation for university generally” and 20% of students who took places to read 
Maths at Oxford University in 2011 had a Religious Studies A level (more than had economics, 
physics, or business!). It is a highly regarded subject at both GCSE and A-level. 

Who can I talk with to find out more? Miss Canavan-White and Mr Gibb 

Assessment Details 

Exam: 2 written exams 
 

Detail: One exam on each of the two areas of 
study. 

Each exam is worth 50% of the overall mark. 
Each exam lasts 1 hour 45 minutes.  

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Year 10 Mock Exams – June 2024 
Year 11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
GCSE Examinations – May/June 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062
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Sociology 
Qualification Type: GCSE 
 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Specification Number: 8192 
 

Website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/introduction 

What will I study if I take this subject?  Sociology is the study of how people create, organise, and 
sustain their societies. It explores how human action both shapes and is shaped by, surrounding 
economic, social, and cultural structures and processes. 
Through studying families, education, crime and deviance, class and sociological research methods, 
new perspectives of social interaction and the world we live in will be revealed to you.  You will 
learn about critical tools and explore possibilities for creating a better world. 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject? Analytical and communication skills will be 
necessary if you study sociology as you will compare and contrast perspectives on a variety of 
social issues, construct reasoned arguments, make substantiated judgements, and draw reasoned 
conclusions.   
By studying sociology, you will develop transferable skills including how to: 

• investigate facts and make deductions 

• develop opinions and new ideas on social issues 
• analyse and better understand the social world 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?  Sociologists have many career options, including 
civil service and government departments, journalism and media, work with NGOS, pressure 
groups, overseas development, public relations, public opinion and politics, social and policy 
research and social care and health services. 

Who can I talk with to find out more? Miss Domin 

Assessment Details 

Exam: 100%                                               
   
Paper 1: The sociology of families and 
education (50%) 
What's assessed 
• The sociology of families 
• The sociology of education 
• Relevant areas of social theory and 
methodology 
Paper 2: The sociology of crime and deviance 
and social stratification (50%) 
What's assessed 
• The sociology of crime and deviance 
• The sociology of social stratification 
• Relevant areas of social theory and 
methodology 
How it's assessed 
• 2xWritten exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
• 100 marks 
• Each worth 50% of GCSE 

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Year 10 Mock Exams – June 2024 
Year 11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
GCSE Examinations – May/June 2025 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/introduction
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Triple Science 
Qualification Type: 3x GCSEs 
 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Specification Number: 8461, 8462, 8463 
 

Website:            http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461 
                            http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462  
                            http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463 

What will I study if I take this subject?  This is course is worth 3 GCSEs.  
 
Biology will give you the opportunity to gain a good understanding of human biology, organisms, 
evolution, and the environment. 
Chemistry will give you a good understanding of the nature of substances and how they react 
together, how chemistry is used in business and industry and how our use of fuels affects the local 
and global environment. 
Physics will give you a good understanding of the use and transfer of energy, as well as an insight 
into the nature of waves, radiation, and space. You’ll also learn about the application of physics in 
the real world. 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject? A keen interest in science and a desire to go 
onto post 16 Science is essential. You should be a strong independent learner with good 
mathematical skills, an inquisitive mind, and a desire to understand the world around you. Enquiry 
skills will also be an advantage; you will be designing experiments, presenting, and analysing data 
from tables and graphs and drawing conclusions from investigations. 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?  Triple Science provides a firm foundation for 
further study of science at A level. Students who achieve a grade of 4-9 will be able to go on to 
academic science A levels. Please take note that you must achieve at least a grade 4 in the exam 
subject you wish to take. This course would be an excellent foundation for those seeking a 
science-based career such as medicine, dentistry, veterinary science, engineering, environmental 
science, marine biology, pharmaceuticals and research and development 

Who can I talk with to find out more? All science staff are involved in delivery of this course so you 
can ask any of us for more information 

Assessment Details 

Exam: 100%   
2 x Exam papers for each GCSE  
 
Detail: 
Total of 6 x Written exams: 1 hour 45 minutes 
each 
Foundation and Higher Tier 
100 marks 
 
Multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer, and open response 
 

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Year 10 Mock Exams – June 2024 
Year 11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
GCSE Examinations – May/June 2025 

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463
http://www.sciencelab.org.uk/gcses/biology-unit-1.php
http://www.sciencelab.org.uk/gcses/chemistry-unit-1.php
http://www.sciencelab.org.uk/gcses/physics-unit-1.php
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SUBJECT GUIDES: TECHNICAL ROUTE OPTION SUBJECTS 

 

Health and Social 
Care 

Qualification Type: Level 2 Technical Award 
(VCERT) 
 
Exam Board: NCFE 
 
Specification Number: 603/3294/3 
 

Website: https://www.escg.ac.uk/courses/childcare-health-social-care/health-social-care/health-
social-care-level-2-72028/  

What will I study if I take this subject?  V Certs are a suite of high-quality technical qualifications 
which are appropriate for learners who are interested in vocational related careers. These 
qualifications give learners the opportunities to gain knowledge and understanding of a 
specialised vocation in preparation for application of skills in real work environments. The Level 2 
Technical Award in Health and Social Care has been designed to provide learners with an 
introduction to the health and social care sector. 
It is important to note that this course is delivered at East Sussex College, Lewes.  

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject? It is very important that you have a keen 
interest in this sector with the aspiration to work within the industry in the future. You will need 
to have an interest in: 
• gaining knowledge of working in the health and social care sector and associated job roles 
• understanding the types of care provision and the roles of different practitioners 
• learning about human growth and development and well-being 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?  Learners who achieve the Level 2 Technical 
Award in Health and Social Care will be able to progress to the next level of learning in health and 
social care and could progress to level 3 qualifications such as: 

• NCFE CACHE Technical Level 3 Certificate in Health and Social Care (601/8434/6) 

• NCFE CACHE Technical Level 3 Extended Diploma in Health and Social Care (601/8435/8) 

 
Potential careers include nursing, midwifery, teaching, social work, all health-related careers and 
working with the vulnerable. 

Who can I talk with to find out more? Mrs Douse  

Assessment Details 

Three internally assessed units: 
1 - Introduction to the Health and Social Care 
sector  
2 - Professional practice and the Health and 
Social Care practitioner 
3 - Human growth and development through 
the life stages 
One exam paper: 
Short answers to questions 

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Year 10 Mock Exams – June 2024 
Year 11 Mock Exams – November 2024 
GCSE Examinations – May/June 2025 

 

 

https://www.escg.ac.uk/courses/childcare-health-social-care/health-social-care/health-social-care-level-2-72028/
https://www.escg.ac.uk/courses/childcare-health-social-care/health-social-care/health-social-care-level-2-72028/
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Home Cooking 
Skills 

Qualification Type: BTEC Level 1/2 equivalent 
 
Exam Board: Pearson/Edexcel 
 
Specification Number: 500/8084/2 
 

Website: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/myskills/btec-home-cooking-
skills.html  
What will I study if I take this subject?  BTEC Specialist qualifications are work-related 
qualifications. They give you the knowledge, understanding and skills you need to prepare for 
employment in the catering industry. They will give you the knowledge, understanding and 
confidence to prepare and cook healthy meals at home. You will also gain an understanding of 
how to economise when planning a meal. You will be able to transfer skills that you have learned 
to different recipes in order to make more complex dishes appropriate to your ability.  

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?  

• good practical making skills 

• an interest in different foods and techniques required to make them 

• a willingness to organise ingredients for your practical tasks each week 

• good time management in order to complete practical tasks within the time limit each 
week (2 hours) 

• a willingness to apply yourself and persevere with the written tasks you will be required 
to complete. 

 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?  You will be awarded a Level 1 and a Level 2 
equivalent BTEC qualification. You will also have the opportunity to collect AQA Unit award 
certificates (these are great for demonstrating your capabilities to future employers or Colleges). 
You can then go on to study for: 

• GCSEs 

• Diplomas in hospitality and catering and professional chef 

• Apprenticeships in local businesses. 
 

Who can I talk with to find out more? Ms Miles-Lewis 

Assessment Details 

THERE IS NO FINAL WRITTEN EXAM IN YEAR 
11. 
Assessment is carried out on a modular basis 
and is internally centre assessed and externally 
verified. 
Level 1: 1 assessment (practical, some written 
and oral) 
Level 2  1 assessment (practical, some written 
and oral)  

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
Level 1 assessment - May 2024 
Level 2 assessment - February 2025 

 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/myskills/btec-home-cooking-skills.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/myskills/btec-home-cooking-skills.html
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Music Technology 
Qualification Type: BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in 
Music Practice 
 
Exam Board: Pearson 
 
Specification Number: 603/7055/5 
 

Website: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/music-practice-
2022.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-
sample-assessments 

What will I study if I take this subject?  There are three units of study in this course: “Exploring Music 

Products and Styles;” “Music Skills Development;” and “Responding to a Music Brief.” 

In “Exploring Music Products and Styles” you will research Rock ‘n’ Roll, Punk, Drum and Bass, Samba, and 
Delta Blues. You will also need to create, record, and remix three of your own short pieces of music. 

In “Music Skills Development” you will focus on developing the specific skills (both musical and 
organisational) that you need to be able to compose your own original pieces of music. 

In “Responding to a Music Brief” the exam board will release a brief detailing the exact nature of what you 
need to do, but the unit will involve recreating an existing piece of music in a genre different to its original 
style (this will be done either by recording a group of musicians or by performing it yourself). 

 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject? You will need a strong desire to improve; 

determination, resilience and aspiration are all key. The only way to improve in music is through constant 
practice and reflection (and one of the units is all about developing and improving your skills).  
To do well on the Level 2 Music Technology course you will have to be able to work independently, solving 
musical problems, and analysing musically what works, and what doesn’t. 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?  Qualifications in either music course can lead to 

further study at A Level or Level 3 in Music, Music Technology, or Performing Arts which can in turn lead to 
musical based studies at university.  
Careers in the music industry including sessions musicians, composers, musical historians, musical 
therapists, music teachers, music publicists, talent scouts, A&R representatives, studio engineers, and music 
producers are all attainable career goals with a starting point in Music GCSE or a Level 2 Award in Music 
Technology. 
Who can I talk with to find out more? Speak to Mr Fraser for more details. 

Assessment Details 
There is no set exam on this course. 100% of your 
grade is based on work you do in class. 60% of your 
final grade is coursework marked by your teachers 
and externally assessed by the exam board. 
40% of your final grade is based around a 12 week 
project in year 11 that gets marked by the exam 
board.                   

 

Proposed Assessment Dates: 
“Music Skills Development” unit – May of Year 10 
“Exploring Music Products and Styles” unit – 
December of Year 11 
“Responding to a Music Brief” unit – May of Year 11 

 

 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/music-practice-2022.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/music-practice-2022.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/music-practice-2022.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
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PE Sports Studies 
Qualification Type: Cambridge National in 
Sports Studies 
 
Exam Board: OCR 
 
Specification Number: J829 
 

Website: https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-
j829/ 

 

What will I study if I take this subject?  Students will undertake three units in total, all with equal 
weighting. Two of the units are internally assessed coursework units and one is externally 
assessed with an exam. 
Contemporary issues in sport R184 (External exam assessment) - By completing this unit you will 
understand a range of issues in sport, including participation levels in sport, barriers to completing 
sporting activities, the promotion of values and ethical behaviour, the role of high-profile sporting 
events, the role of national governing bodies and how technology is used within sport. 
Performance and leadership in sports activities R185 (Internally assessed unit) - 
In this unit you will have an opportunity to develop your skills both as a performer in two different 
sporting activities, and as a sports leader. You will work both independently and as part of a team 
and will perform under pressure, both as a participant in your chosen sport and as a leader by 
creating and delivering a sporting session to other groups of peers.  
Sport and the media R186 (internally assessed unit) 
In this unit you will understand the different sides of a range of media sources and apply real life 
examples to show the nature of the relationship between media and sport. You will also learn 
how rapid development in technology is enabling sport to be viewed, replayed, and discussed 
whenever the spectator wants. You will then develop your ability to evaluate and interpret the 
different ways in which sport is represented by the media. 
 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject? Strong all-round performance in physical 
education and a real interest and enjoyment in physical activity. 

• have an interest in sports leadership, physical performance in sport and the Socio-cultural 
influences and well-being in physical activity and sport. 

• willingness to commit to extra-curricular sports clubs. 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?  The course, as well as being enjoyable, is an 
excellent foundation for those considering further education, or a career in, management & 
leadership, sports science, the leisure industry, teaching/ coaching, or uniformed services careers. 

Who can I talk with to find out more? Speak to any member of the PR department, Mr Jones or Mr 
Warren 

Assessment Details 

Contemporary issues in sport (External exam assessment) worth 40% 
 

Performing and leadership in sports activities (Internally assessed unit) and Sport and the media 
(Internally assessed unit) worth 60% 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-j829/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-studies-level-1-2-j829/
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AQA Unit Award 
Scheme 

Qualification Type: Unit Awards Level 1 
standard, up to 20 Unit Awards can be achieved 
in 2 years. 
 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Specification Number: J813 
 

Website: https://www.aqa.org.uk/programmes/unit-award-scheme 

What will I study if I take this subject?  You will study Unit Awards that cover the general themes 
of - Healthy Living; Parenting; Community; Preparation for Work; Social Relationships; Identity & 
Culture and outdoor themes such as Craft Skills, Local Environmental Studies, and Horticulture. 
 
Everything you study will be completed via speaking, listening, and written coursework – within 
small groups and independently. 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject? You will need to be flexible so that you can rise 
to new and practical challenges. You will be required to show teamwork & enthusiasm and enjoy 
working in the classroom, with IT and out on `field trips` in the local area. 
 
Your commitment & good attendance is essential as this course is based on 100% coursework. 

 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?  We will work at a Level 1 standard, but your 
success is measured in Unit Awards – up to 20 Unit Awards can be achieved over 2 years. 

You will be able to show independence and successful management of your personal lifestyle 
choices. 
 

This course is fantastic for developing communication, independent learning and practical skills 
needed in everyday life. 

Who can I talk with to find out more? Mrs Fines 

Assessment Details 

 
Exam: None – 100% Coursework over 2 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/programmes/unit-award-scheme
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SUBJECT GUIDES: COMPULSORY NON-EXAMINATION SUBJECTS 

 

PSHE 
 
 

What will I study if I take this subject?   

Personal, Social and Health Education and will support you through a challenging journey of 
physical, emotional, and moral development. You will gain knowledge, develop values and acquire 
skills by re-visiting the core themes studied at key stage 3 in greater depth. PSHE will prepare you 
to be healthy, assertive and active participants in the local, national and global community.   

 

Year 10 Year 11 

Unit 1: Emotional health and well-being Unit 1: CEIAG and economic capability 

Unit 2: The judicial process Unit 2: Relationship, sex and health education. 

Unit 3: Career education, information and 
guidance (CEIAG) 

 

 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?   

The skills learned in this subject will enable you to consider some difficult life issues and make 
informed choices through effective risk assessment.  You will learn to appreciate a range of 
viewpoints as well as articulate your own.  You will be encouraged to identify and develop key 
employability skills as you look towards and are supported through the post 16 college application 
process. 

 

What will this a qualification in this subject lead to?   

PSHE is a central part of your education. The program is designed to run alongside GCSE study, 
giving context and a sense of purpose to you, so that you make informed decisions about future 
life choices. 
 

Who can I talk to find out more? Miss Domin (Subject Leader) 

Assessment Details 

Student progress will be assessed at the end of each unit. 
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PE (CORE) 
 

What will I study if I take this subject?  Physical Education is a compulsory subject in the Key 
Stage 4 curriculum with one hour a week set aside for activities for all students, including those 
who have opted for GCSE P.E.  
 

One of the main aims of the course is to encourage long-term participation in sport and exercise, 
further developing students’ understanding of what constitutes a healthy lifestyle. Students are also 
encouraged to improve and refine skills in a particular sport.  Through a P.E. options system 
students will be able to participate in activities that they enjoy and experience new sports which 
are not available at Key Stage 3.  Students find this element of choice attractive as it is able to 
meet individual need. There is also an opportunity to select a pathway to become a sports leader 
in PE Level 1 - https://www.sportsleaders.org 

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?   

• Willingness to take on new challenges 
 

• Desire to develop healthy lifestyles. 

 

What will a qualification in this subject lead to?  Students continue to develop important physical 
and social skills during Key Stage 4 P.E. such as leadership and communication. They also develop 
their ability to plan and work independently by developing strategies and tactics in various 
activities. These are vital skills as student’s progress towards their GCSE exams and prepare for life 
after Priory. 

Who can I talk with to find out more? Speak to any member of the PE department. 

Assessment Details 

Ongoing Sport Effort assessments throughout the duration of the 2-year course. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sportsleaders.org/


 

44 
 

Knowing. Belonging. Becoming 

 

 

Religious Studies (CORE) 
 

What will I study if I take this subject?   

All students are required to study some form of Religious Study up until the age of 18 as per 
statutory requirements. This course includes the statutory elements of Religious Studies within a 
subject that promotes and develops critical thinking skills, understanding of religious contexts, as 
wells as discussion and debate skills. Year 10 will focus on learning about key themes with 
religious beliefs applied. Year 11 takes a more philosophical and ethical approach to topical 
subjects.  

Year 10 Year 11 

Unit 1: Relationships and Families Unit 1: New Religious Movements 

Unit 2: Peace and Conflict Unit 2: Medical Ethics 

Unit 3: Women in Religion and Philosophy Unit 3: Revision and Study Skills 

Students will taught on a ‘carousel’ model with PSHE as above meaning they will complete 3 
terms of  Religious Studies each year.  

What skills will I need to succeed in this subject?  Your thinking skills will be developed as you 
progress through the course. From debate and discussing ideas to analysing and evaluating 
evidence, your brain will be challenged and energised! 

The skills learned in this subject will enable you to consider some difficult life issues and make 
informed opinions on topical issues. You will learn to appreciate a range of viewpoints as well as 
articulate your own.   

What will this a qualification in this subject lead to?  Critical Thinking is a central part of your 
education. The program is designed to run alongside GCSE study, giving context and a sense of 
purpose to you, so that you make informed decisions about future life choices. 
This course also provides a good foundation for further studies in Theology, Philosophy, Ethics, 
Sociology, Politics and Psychology in particular.   

Who can I talk to find out more? Miss Canavan-White  

Assessment Details 

Students will have an assessment in each unit within Religious Studies. 

 


