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Student Visit to the Houses of Parliament
Student leaders visit to London
The school has been extremely
busy this term with Parents’
Evenings for Years 8 and 11.
Year 9 students have now
started the Options process all students participated in an
Options Taster Day to help
them with their choices.
A number of our girls have
enjoyed local and regional
success in sport.
There is a new reading list for
all year groups as
recommended by Mr.
Holbrook, Curriculum Leader
for English
Parking continues to present
significant issues for local
residents, the school and the
leisure centre – please
consider using the car park at
the top of Mountfield Road or
use alternative transport.

On Monday 21 January, a group of student
leaders from Years 8 to 11 along with Mr
Ashworth, Miss Chevrier-Rappaport and
Mrs Wigens, visited the Houses of
Parliament. The guide was engaging,
littering his talk with anecdotes and
interesting historical facts. There was an
air of excitement as the Brexit vote was
being held the following day.
After the tour, Mr Ashworth led the group on a tour of Westminster finishing at
the National Gallery.

Year 10 Visit to Plumpton College
‘Where Does My Breakfast Come From?’

On Tuesday 29 January, a group of 10 students
accompanied by Mrs. Fines and Mrs. Wigens, visited
Plumpton College to find out ‘Where My Breakfast
Comes From’. After a very filling cooked breakfast
including Plumpton’s own sausages, students had a
tour of the college including the Farrowing House
and Milking Parlour. Students discovered that there are over 400 career
pathways in the Land-Based sector as well as the traditional ones such as
Agriculture and Animal Care. Just as they were leaving, they met Adam from
Countryfile, who happily posed for a photograph!

Pole Vault Success
Year 9 and Year 10 girls win gold and silver at the South of England indoor championships
Emilie Oakden and Amelia Hatchard (both 9TW) won gold and silver medals in the pole vault competition at the
South of England indoor championships on Sunday 13th January with a championship record to boot.
Natasha Clarke (10AGW) also became the South of England Athletics Association (SEAA) Under 17 Champion with a
new PB of 3 metres.
Congratulations to all three girls and thank you to their families and coaches for such unwavering support.
Please see the report for Sussex Athletics for more information:
http://www.sussexathletics.net/Young_Sussex_Athletes_shine_at_the_Southern_Indoor_Champs_2019

Judo – Black Belt Grading
National Dan Grading
Congratulations to Ellie Kearley-Whitmore who achieved her black belt at the age of 16 – an incredible
achievement! At Dan Gradings, players of Ellie's grade (1st Kyu brown belt) fight each other for a chance to get a
lineout (where 3 fights against 3 opponents take place consecutively). Players who win all three fights in their line
out are automatically awarded all the required points to gain their 1st Dan Black Belt. Ellie beat all the players she
initially faced gaining all her points - her parents, coaches and club are duly very proud!

Top of the Bench Royal Society of Chemistry Competition
Priory School hosts competition in January

Congratulations and well done to our team of aspiring chemists in the
recent Top of the Bench competition.
Twelve schools from across East and West Sussex came to join us in this
exciting evening of Chemistry challenges to help encourage and engage our
young scientists in Years 9, 10 and 11. Excellent problem solving skills and
understanding were exhibited across the board by all participants. Many
congratulations to the team from Hurstpierpoint College who came in first
place!

National Apprenticeship Week – Roadshow 2019
Apprenticeship information – 5th and 13th March 2019

National Apprenticeship week is 4th-8th March and in partnership with Apprenticeships in Sussex, East Sussex County
Council will be holding two Apprenticeship Roadshows events, plus a number of pop-up events across the county.
Students, parents and carers will be able to meet local employees, training providers and current apprentices at the
roadshows and there will be panel discussions on the different types of apprenticeships and levels available
The event details are:
Tuesday 5 March- Eastbourne Town Hall, 5-7pm
Wednesday 13 March – Hastings Library, 5-7pm
5-7pm
5.30-6pm
6.30pm-7pm

Employers and training provider stalls
Traineeships and Apprenticeship talks
Higher and Degree Apprenticeships talks

Visit www.c360.org.uk/NAW2019 to book on to the roadshows, for up to date information, and to find dates when
Apprenticeships in Sussex will be popping up in Hailsham, Lewes, Newhaven, Crowborough, Heathfield and
Uckfield.

Lost Property – Urgent Appeal
Pastoral office request
Could I please urge you to label all your child’s PE kit, uniform and coats.
We currently have over 30 coats, including some designer ones, which are not named and have therefore not been
returned to students. We also have 2 dustbins full of unclaimed clothes including a lot of uniform together with 2
boxes of trainers/football boots and a large box of plastic water bottles.
The pastoral office works very hard to return lost property to children including sending email reminders to all
tutors. However, the amount of lost property is growing at a frightening rate – the school simply does not have the
space to store items for a long time and will donate the items for recycling.

Peer Mentoring
Year 10 students in joint French project
The MFL department has established a link with the French department at East Sussex College – one of its first
projects is to develop a peer mentoring scheme between students. A group of A Level French students will be
working with Year 10 students to develop their speaking skills. Many thanks to Ms. Camenzind for organising this
opportunity.

Visit from Chinese teachers
Teacher development visit from China
The MFL department hosted a visit on Friday 25th January for a group of practising teachers from China. They
observed Year 9 and Year 10 lessons and then also taught Beginners’ Chinese to classes in Year 7 and 10. Many
thanks to Mr. Lasalle for organising the visit in conjunction with the University of Brighton.

Family Reading
6 reasons why it is important to read







Reading relieves stress.
Reading gives you a greater understanding of the subject.
Reading can make you more empathetic.
Reading may help fight Alzheimer's disease.
Reading before bedtime can help you sleep.
Reading develops your vocabulary, spelling and punctuation
We are often asked by parents and carers about ways to support children during their time at secondary school.
One of the most important things you can do is to continue to encourage your child to read. I have been pil oting
the suggested reading list since taking over responsibility for the newsletter this academic year; I would be
interested to know if you have found it useful as a family and how many recommendations you have pursued.
Please forward any feedback to me at the following email address:
Karen.clinton@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk Subject – Newsletter reading list

Recommendations for February/March:

Yr 7: Richard Adams: Watership Down
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/76620.Watership_Down

Yr 8: Adeline Yen Mah, Chinese Cinderella
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/82751.Chinese_Cinderella

Yr 9: James Scudamore, The Amnesia Clinic
https://www.goodreads.com/search?q=The+Amnesia+Clinic

Yr 10: Kazuo Ishiguro, Never Let Me Go
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6334.Never_Let_Me_Go

Yr 11: George R.R. Martin, Game of Thrones
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/13496.A_Game_of_Thrones

Priory School – Parking, School-drop-off and Parents’ Evenings
Mountfield Road residents + parking in school car park and leisure centre
The school sends regular reminders suggesting that parents and carers drop-off
their children at the car park at the top of Mountfield Road. Sadly, however, we
continue to see significant numbers of cars parking on and around the school site
at the start and the end of the day. Some parents have been particularly rude and
aggressive to school staff which is disappointing. Can I remind all families that
during the school day, the car park is for the use of staff and visitors working at
the school.
Parents’ evenings have caused a particular problem of late with the school receiving a large number of complaints
from the Leisure Centre. A number of their customers have been unable to leave the car park due to inconsiderate
parking from parents.
Could I urge you to work with the school and its local community to help reduce the number of cars travelling along
Mountfield Road and consider using alternative car parks or means of transport. Thank you.

Attendance and Punctuality
Reducing time out of school
As was explained on the Family Information Evenings, Priory
School has a whole school attendance level which is below the
national average. We are striving to achieve at least 96%
whole school attendance (which would bring us in line with
the national average). Last year, we fell short of our target and
we are determined to work together to increase school
attendance. As of the beginning of week 3, the figure stood at
95.23% - we must work hard together to prevent this figure
falling.

Skateboards in school

Please be advised that students have been asked not to bring skateboards to
school, unless they have the means to lock them into the bike stands outside
the front entrance.
Any skateboards in school will be confiscated until parents / carers are able to
come in and collect them.

Mobile Phones in School
Policy and Procedure
Please can you remind your son/daughter that mobile phones should be switched off and out of sight during the
school day. We do not allow phones out at break or lunchtime as this helps reduce cyber bullying and the accessing
of inappropriate material.
Please support us with this policy and do not text or phone your son/daughter during the school day. If you need to
contact the school, please do so via the House or Main School line (or email). If a student needs to contact home,
he or she should go to the House Office to do so.
If a student has a mobile out during the day, it is likely to be confiscated (please refer to the Phone Confiscation
Procedure on the website).

Changing your contact details
Please ensure you use the correct means to inform us
Sometimes contact details change and it is important to update the school of any changes; unfortunately, we are
unable to accept change of contact details via email or telephone, please may we ask that you inform us one of
three ways.


completing the Change of Contact Details form (available on the school website or from Reception);



sending in a signed letter;



writing in your child’s planner.

Without receiving this, we are unable to change any details.

Dates for your Diary
For your diary
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Last Day Term 3 – Friday 15th February 2019 3.15pm
Ski trip departs – Saturday 16th February 2019
Yr 9 parents’ & Options evening – Tuesday 26th February 3.00pm -7.00 pm (early school closure 12.10pm)
Dance Show – Wed 6th March 7pm
Move It – Dance event Fri 8th March
Yr 10 Careers Visit to University of Sussex – Wed 13th March
Oliver School Production – Wed 20th – Fri 22nd March 6pm
GCSE Classics Visit to British Museum – Tues 26th March
Yr 7 Parents’ evening – Tues 2nd April (early school closure – 2.50pm)
First Day Term 4 – Monday 25th February

Further Information
Contact us
Should you want to comment on articles in the newsletter please contact: info@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk

