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Forest School
A fruitful Forest School
venture

The Friends of Priory will be
hosting a number of events
over the course of the next
few months, including the
Gardens of Empire talk plus
plant sale – we look forward to
seeing you there.

‘Today, we were visited by
Martin Crawford, who has
spent over 20 years in organic
agriculture and horticulture
and is Director of The
Agroforestry Research Trust,
He has written a number of
books and has created a number of Fruiting Forests.
Martin and John Parry came to help us form our ideas for this year’s John Muir
project. We are building a Fruiting Forest Garden on an unloved area near to
the music block and tennis courts. We are hoping to plant a range of trees and
shrubs that will produce edible fruits and nuts. Some things will take quite
some time to establish and fruit, but others will be ready to try this summer.
John is very kindly donating some plants to our garden and Martin helped us to
work out where they would flourish. We’ve had to do a lot of planning already,
we’ve measured the space, clearly mapped out existing trees and land features
and we had to test the soil to check the acidity, so we can find suitable plants.
It was great to meet Martin and we learnt a lot from him about how to make a
success of the things we would like to plant. We asked him for advice on
attracting pollinators and he helped to advise us on problems we would have
to overcome. Unbelievably, watering was something he thought would be a
challenge, because it might just stop raining at some point this year. 
We now feel like we understand what we need to do, it is going to be hard
work, but we are excited about the legacy we will leave for everyone in the
school.’

Karen Clinton

Report written by Cody, Luke, Ashley and Brandon – Yr. 8 Forest School

The end of last term saw a
flurry of student activity
including school visits to the
theatre, parents evenings and
MFL mock speaking exams as
well as Priory hosting a range
of training for local teachers.
Many thanks to Ms. French
and colleagues who safely
navigated several storms to
take our children skiing in the
Austrian Alps.

Head of School

Classical Reading Competition

A number of our Year 10 Latinists attended the Classical
Reading Competition at Roedean on March 3rd and
competed against 4 independent schools. Our students came
1st and 2nd in their category – congratulations to all involved.
Thank you also to Mrs. Fines, Mr. Ashworth and Mr. Holt for
leading the trip.

Future Chef Success
Maddy Fisher, Y9, secured second place in the FutureChef Regional Finals Heats. Competing against other budding
chefs from schools throughout London and the whole of the SE, she was just
pipped to the post in this tightly run competition.

Her winning menu of Sea bass on a bed of caramelised leeks and gooey
chocolate fondant pudding was professionally styled to a high standard. This is
thanks, in part, to the mentoring sessions provided by Hrvoje Loncarevic,
Executive Head Chef from the 5* Grand Hotel in Eastbourne.
Very well done Maddy. MasterChef judges and the Bake Off tent awaits!

Words of Wisdom
Monday 2nd March: Student Leader visit to the Palace of Westminster.
We really enjoyed our trip to Westminster Palace, London, better known as the Houses of Parliament. During the
tour, we had the opportunity to see the House of
Commons and
the House of Lords, which previously we had only
ever seen on
TV. Our tour guide provided us with a fascinating
historical
tour. We learnt lots about the history of the
buildings and
its incredible works of art, as well as many facts
about
the
Monarchy, the Suffragists and the evolution of
politics over
the past 1000 years. This was all very apt, as the
main purpose
of our visit was to receive an award for participating
in the East
Sussex Democracy awards.
Later on, we were given the chance to meet with our local MPs and discussed the results of the “Make your Mark”
ballot that schools throughout East Sussex completed earlier this academic year. The climate crisis and knife crime
were the top priorities from the ballot and so were the focus of the questions we put to Cllr Sylvia Tidy, Cllr Bob
Standley, Huw Merriman MP, Lloyd Russell-Moyle MP, Sally-Anne Hart MP, Nus Ghani MP and Caroline Ansell MP.
Daisy is our Youth Cabinet member and she and the rest of her team will continue to
campaign and ensure that the voice of all young people in East Sussex is heard. She said, “The
trip gave me a great insight into the way our country is run and how big decisions are made.
It also gave me inspiration for my campaigns with the Youth Cabinet as we strive to find ways
to protect the environment, stop global warming and reduce knife crime.”
It was a privilege to have had a look around such a globally important site, to see for ourselves
that we can all have a voice in the future of our country, and our planet. We were very
surprised to hear that at any time we can all visit the public viewing galleries at the Houses,
for free, or follow what’s going on via Parliamentlive.tv.
When we are old enough, it is vital that we all exercise our democratic right to vote and
choose the path our country takes on key national and international matters. We are very
grateful to the East Sussex Participation Team, who made all of this happen for us, and the other students from
schools around East Sussex.
Rosie and Millie

.

Top of the Bench – Royal Society of Chemistry

Last term Dr. McCrae led a team of four student chemists who represented
Priory School at a Royal Society of Chemistry competition hosted by
Hurstpierpoint College.
A series of practical lab challenges were followed by a racing quiz – all
thoroughly enjoyed by the participants.
Huge thanks to everyone for making this a special event. Excellent
teamwork from Priory!

Priory School – Public Speaking
In February, our Public Speaking team represented Priory
School in the District Branch Final of the Churchill Public
Speaking Competition. Our team made impressive
contributions on a range of topical issues. Edith Courage,
our speaker, gained a special commendation from the
panel of judges, and the whole team made a tremendous
contribution to an evening of high quality oracy!

Debating society runs in the Lecture Theatre on Thursdays
at 1.30pm – all students are welcome. We run a
fortnightly timetable for juniors and seniors to give all an
opportunity to participate.

Former students – careers information
Former student, Emma Tucker, at Priory in 1971-6 has been recently appointed editor of the Sunday Times. Her
cousin, Tiffany Stern, at Priory 1973- 80 was also appointed Professor at the Shakespeare Institute at the University
of Birmingham. Congratulations to them both!

Emotional well-being
Launch of a new service in Newhaven – Information provided by Julieann Evans ESCC

i-Rock is a new service for 14-25 year olds and can offer advice and support on emotional and mental wellbeing,
jobs, education and housing. There are lots of different people at i-Rock and they have a wide range of knowledge
and information. So whether you want to talk about how you’re feeling or get advice on things like housing and
continuing your education, someone will be able to help. If left untreated , mental health and money problems can
not only cause distress, they could affect other areas of your life. That’s why i-Rock is here for you.
When you come to i-Rock we will offer you a free drink and the chance to talk, in confidence, about any problems
you may be having. We can also offer advice if you’re concerned about a friend or relative. You don’t have to be
sent to see us by a doctor or teacher, you can just pop in. It doesn’t matter how big or small your problem is, we’ll
do our best to help you. i-Rock is a drop-in, so you can just turn up when you’re free, but if you’d like to book an
appointment you can do so online.
Newhaven i-Rock






Monday, Wednesday & Friday: 11am-6pm
Address: Denton Island Community Centre, Meeching Boat Yard, 1 Denton Island, BN9 9BA
Email: irocknewhaven@gmail.com
Twitter: @NewhaveniRock
Facebook: iRockNewhaven

Health - Mumps
Information about Mumps outbreaks across England from Public Health, England

In 2019 there were over 5,000 lab-confirmed cases of mumps in
England, the highest number seen in a decade. The steep rise in
cases has been largely driven by outbreaks in colleges and
universities, with most of the cases in young people and adults aged
15 to 35 years. See the recent BBC article here where students
describe their experiences. In fact, many of the cases in 2019 were
seen in the so-called ‘Wakefield cohorts’ – young adults born in the
late nineties and early 2000s who missed out on the MMR vaccine
when they were children.

Mumps is a viral infection that used to be common in children before
the introduction of the MMR vaccine. It is most recognisable by the
painful swelling of the glands at the side of the face, giving a person
with mumps a distinctive “hamster face” appearance. Other
symptoms include headaches, joint pain and fever, which may
develop a few days before the swelling. Although most people usually recover without treatment from mumps, in
some cases it can cause complications such as inflammation of the testicles, and in rare cases, meningitis and
deafness.

Public Health England is encouraging all students and young people who may have missed out on their MMR
vaccine to contact their GP practice and arrange an appointment to catch-up as soon as possible.

Friends of Priory Events
The Friends of Priory will be hosting a talk by Professor Jim Endersby on Friday 27th March. Tickets will be available
via the Friends of Priory website.

This will be followed by a plant sale.
Anything from established plants to seedlings, indoor plants to vegetables will be gratefully accepted.
Please drop off your plants between Monday 23 March and 12 noon on Friday 27 March to:
62 North Way (in front garden)
Or 13 St James Street (on bench outside house)

Martlett’s Hospice – Zumba fund-raiser

The Martlets hospice is hosting a fund-raising Zumba
event on Friday 27th March. Please see posters for details.

ESCC Governor Bulletin
The East Sussex Governor and Clerking Service are holding a series of recruitment events for prospective governors
in schools. These events will outline the value and benefit that being a school governor brings to the local
community, the school community and your own professional and personal development.
If you would be interested in hearing about becoming a school governor, we would like to invite you to attend one
of the prospective governor recruitment events, which are taking place as follows:
Rother/Rye: Flackley Ash Hotel 5th March, from 16.00 – 18.00
Newhaven/Peacehaven: Newhaven Fort 23 April, from 16.00 – 18.00
Wealden: Uckfield Civic Centre 1st May, from 10.00 – 12.00
For more information or to register to become a governor and be matched with a local school, please visit the East
Sussex County Council website or email governors@eastsussex.gov.uk.

Uniform update – Acrylic Nails
We wish to make you aware that, for Health and Safety reasons we are adding a note, regarding false nails, to our
uniform policy. The main reason for this relates to an incident that took place several years ago. Please see below
the note that came from our medical room at the time.
“Yesterday XX caught her hand on a bag and ended up pulling off both her false and her own thumb nail. This was
extremely painful for her and required a visit to Lewes Hospital. Her thumb was dressed and she has to keep her
hand in a high sling to prevent further bleeding. This injury continues to be causing XX pain and she is on strong
pain medication to manage this.
We are very concerned that this sort of injury could happen again as a number of students, throughout the school,
have acrylic nails of various lengths. In the past year, we have had to deal with minor First Aid for false nail issues
on a number of occasions.”
Please note that the procedure for dealing with this concern will be:






School staff will notify the house team of their concern.
The house team will speak with child and family to request removal of the nails.
If it is not possible to remove the nails straight away, the student will be expected to cut and then file the
nails to a short length that evening.
The House team will provide a note lasting until the nearest weekend, when it is expected that the nails will
be removed.
If, after this period, the nails have still not been removed, then the issue will be seen as one of defiance and
the student will be removed from lessons until the issue is resolved.

Tutors will be sharing this communication with all students during this week and House teams will be in contact
with families if needed. We would very much urge our students not to have false nails fitted during the school term
and would thank you for your support.

Contact details:
Changing your contact details:
Sometimes contact details change and it is important to update the school of any changes; unfortunately, for
security reasons, we are unable to accept change of contact details via email or telephone, please may we ask that
you inform us one of two ways:
- completing the Change of Contact Details form (available on the school website or from Reception);
- sending in a signed letter;
Without receiving this, we are unable to change any details.

Attendance and Punctuality
Reducing time out of school
As was explained on the Family Information Evenings, Priory
School has a whole school attendance level which is below
the national average. We are striving to achieve at least 96%
whole school attendance (which would bring us in line with
the national average). Last year, we fell short of our target
and we are determined to work together to increase school
attendance.

Dates for your Diary
For your diary
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Tuesday 10th – Friday 13th March – Year 8/9 Trip to Spain
Wednesday 11th March - Year 11 Maths and English Exams
Wednesday 11th March – Yr. 10 Visit to University of Sussex
Friday 13th March – Move It KS3 Dance trip
Wednesday 25th March – Yr. 11 Exam information evening
Tuesday 31st March – GCSE NEA Music assessment
Thursday 2nd April – Yr. 7 parents’ evening (school closes at 2.50pm)
Friday 3rd April – End of term – (school closes at 1.15pm)

