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KS3 Awards Evening
Congratulations to our KS3 students

Term 6 has been the busiest of
terms with the school being a
hive of activity.
Year 11 students have now
completed all their GCSE
exams and celebrated in
wonderful fashion at their
Prom at the East Sussex
National.
Whilst Year 10 worked hard
through their first set of Mock
exams, students in Years 7-9
were involved in a range of
exciting and diverse activities
during Activity Week. Thank
you to all the parents/carers
who contacted the school to
express their thanks – staff
were very appreciative.
Finally, I would like to thank
you all for your ongoing
support and wish you well for
a relaxing and happy summer
holiday.

Mr. Holt (Water House) and Mrs. Sahota-Lyons (Fire House) hosted our
annual KS3 Awards evening. Congratulations to our KS3 students who
received awards on Tuesday 2nd July. We are proud of all the students
who received nominations for their hard work and commitment to the
school community.

Teaching Excellence
Congratulations to Ms. Symes and Mrs. Polley

I am thrilled to announce that Ms. Symes (English) and Mrs. Polley have been recognized for the excellent
work they do with our children. In the recent Sussex Teacher of the Year awards, both won prizes in their
respective categories as Top Teacher and Top Teaching Assistant for the Lewes area.

Family Reading
History Book Tower Challenge + Summer Recommendations

Yr 7: Lisa Thompson: The Goldfish Boy
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/26891408-the-goldfish-boy

Yr 8: Adeline Yen Mah, Chinese Cinderella
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/82751.Chinese_Cinderella

Yr 9: James Scudamore, The Amnesia Clinic
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1779196.The_Amnesia_Clinic

Yr 10: Neil Gaiman, American Gods
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/30165203-american-gods

Yr 11: Sebastian Faulks, Birdsong
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/578489.Birdsong

Mr. Scruby and his History team have compiled a collection of
recommended texts (fiction and non-fiction) to support students’
understanding of the historical contexts and cultures that are studied in
both KS3 and KS4.

Priory School Sporting Success
Congratulations to Ms. Riley and her badminton team; England Judo and Schools’ Athletics selection:

Well done to all members of the
Priory Badminton team led by
Ms. Riley; our students played
extremely well bringing home a
lot of medals! Many thanks to
Ms. Riley for her support.

England Judo Selection
Ellie Kearley-Whitmore (Yr. 11) has been selected to represent England at the Commonwealth Judo
Championships, which are taking place in Birmingham in September.
This is a fantastic opportunity to take part in a huge international competition on home soil, as well as
having the honour of representing the country. As one of the top 5 cadets in the UK currently, Ellie was
selected along with several other top players who will all fight in the U70 cadet girls section.
We wish Ellie all the very best for the future.

Sussex Schools’ Athletics Selection
Four Priory students selected to compete at National Competition

Congratulations to Natasha Clarke, Emilie Oakden, Amelia
Hatchard and Ivy Spencer who have been selected to
compete in the pole vault for the English Schools athletics
competition in Birmingham which is due to take place in
July - we are extremely proud of you all and wish you
well!

3 Peaks challenge
Mountain climbing during a storm!
Theo Ellis, in Year 8, completed the first section of the 3
peaks challenge which included climbing Ben Nevis during a
dramatic storm of thunder and lightning. Theo completed
the expedition to raise awareness and raise monies for the
National Ankylosing Spondylitis Society.
Please click on the link below if you would like to
contribute.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/theoandmum3peaks

School Communication
Guidance for parents/carers

Should you wish to contact the school
regarding your child, please use this
chart in the first instance.

School Communication – Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp
Guidance for parents/carers
The school now has its own Twitter and Facebook pages – links can be found on the Home Page of the
school website: https://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/
Many parents belong to Facebook and WhatsApp groups – these are highly effective forms of
communication which we are happy to support and engage with. The school has recently received the
following guidance from ESCC regarding responsibilities and accountabilities for those setting up social
media groups:

Parenting Matters
Supporting families in the use of social media
Young people across Europe call on adults to help them tackle sexual harassment online

A film has been created as part of Project deSHAME, a Europe-wide project to tackle sexual harassment
carried out by young people online. The film is designed to inspire change among young people, so that
they feel empowered to step up to online sexual harassment, whether that is through reporting to social
media, the police or a trusted adult.
To help parents and carers to support their children with some of the issues raised in this film, Childnet
has created a new resource outlining further information about sexting. There is also guidance to help
parents who discover that their child’s nude image has been shared online.

Barnados’ have published an article detailing the impact of social media on young people – please see
attachment below:

https://www.barnardos.org.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/B51140%2020886_Social%20media_Report_Final
_Lo%20Res.pdf

Parent Forum Meeting
Minutes from meeting held on 20th June.
Please find below a link to the minutes taken from the meeting held this term.

https://prioryschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Parent-Forum-Meeting-Notes-20-062019.pdf?t=1562591940

Staff Leavers
Thank you and best wishes.
We are very sad to say goodbye to the following staff who are moving on to pastures new. We would like
to thank them enormously for their tremendous commitment to the school community and wish them all
the very best in their new ventures:
Peta Parke Gailey (English TA), Peter Lane (TA), Florence Symes (English), Ben Rogers (Science and
Computing), Philip Charley (Geography), Birgit Illner (Head of Inclusion, German), Oliver Holbrook
(Assistant Head, CL for English), Marisa Gil Naranjo (Science), Max Day (Humanities), Emma Joliffe
(Drama).

Priory School – Parking, School-drop-off and Parents’ Evenings
Mountfield Road residents + parking in school car park and leisure centre
The school sends regular reminders suggesting that parents and carers
drop-off their children at the car park at the top of Mountfield Road. Sadly,
however, we continue to see significant numbers of cars parking on and
around the school site at the start and the end of the day. Some parents
have been particularly rude and aggressive to school staff which is
disappointing. Can I remind all families that during the school day, the car
park is for the use of staff and visitors working at the school.
Could I urge you to work with the school and its local community to help reduce the number of cars
travelling along Mountfield Road and consider using alternative car parks or means of transport. Thank
you.

Attendance and Punctuality
Reducing time out of school
As was explained on the Family Information Evenings,
Priory School has a whole school attendance level which is
below the national average. We are striving to achieve at
least 96% whole school attendance (which would bring us in
line with the national average). Last year, we fell short of
our target and we are determined to work together to
increase school attendance. As of the beginning of week 3,
the figure stood at 95.23% - we must work hard together to
prevent this figure falling.

Mobile Phones in School
Policy and Procedure
Please can you remind your son/daughter that mobile phones should be switched off and out of sight
during the school day. We do not allow phones out at break or lunchtime as this helps reduce cyber
bullying and the accessing of inappropriate material.
Please support us with this policy and do not text or phone your son/daughter during the school day. If
you need to contact the school, please do so via the House or Main School line (or email). If a student
needs to contact home, he or she should go to the House Office to do so.
If a student has a mobile out during the day, it is likely to be confiscated (please refer to the Phone
Confiscation Procedure on the website).

Changing your contact details
Please ensure you use the correct means to inform us
Sometimes contact details change and it is important to update the school of any changes; unfortunately,
for security reasons, we are unable to accept change of contact details via email or telephone, please may
we ask that you inform us one of three ways:

-

completing the Change of Contact Details form (available on the school website or from Reception);

-

sending in a signed letter;

-

writing in your child’s planner.

Without receiving this, we are unable to change any details.

Dates for your Diary
For your diary
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Fri 19th July
First Day Term 1
Thurs 5th September
Fri 6th September
Mon 9th September
Tues 10th September

7. Wed 11th September
8. Thurs 19th September
9. Fri 20th September
10. Fri 25th October

Last Student Day – 3.15pm
Wed 4th September – INSET day
Yr. 7 only – first day – 8.30am
Yrs. 8-11 – first day – 8.30am
Yr. 7 Family Information evening 6pm followed by musical demo
Yr. 9 Family Information evening 5-6pm
Yr. 11 Family Information evening 6-7pm
Yr. 8 Family Information evening 5-6pm
Yr. 10 Family Information evening 6-7pm
Open Evening
Inset day – school closed to students
End of Term 1 – 3.15pm

Further Information
Contact us
Should you want to comment on articles in the newsletter please contact: info@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk

