
 
 

As I write this newsletter, we 

are in the throes of Activities 

Week/Work Experience Week. 

I am delighted with the range 

of activities on offer to our 

students and hope they enjoy 

the week. 

For Year 11, the examinations 

are in full flow and I am 

pleased with the number of 

students who are making use 

of the support provided by the 

school. 

I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank you for 

your support and hope you 

have an enjoyable bank 

holiday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ofsted Inspection 
Wednesday 9 May 2018 

As you are aware, the school was subject to an Ofsted Inspection on 
Wednesday 9 May. The team of three spent one day in the school. During this 
time they visited 31 lessons, held meetings with students, governors and 
school leaders. The team observed the assembly and were out at break and 
lunchtime. 
I would like to commend the students who were excellent throughout the day 
and also the parents who did respond to the Parent View survey. We have 
been informed that the outcome letter will be released within four weeks of 
the inspection. 

Leadership at Priory 
New arrangements 

As you may be aware, Priory has entered into a partnership with Wallands. In 
addition, we are also engaged in a number of other projects including leading 
on a major project across the LA. As a result the Governors have agreed to 
increase the capacity of the Senior Leadership Team (for one year)  to support 
this work. I will oversee the strategy for the priority streams of work as 
Executive Headteacher. 
 
Mrs Karen Clinton is now Head of School and Mr Julian Ashworth the sole 
Deputy Head of School. Two other staff will be seconded onto the Senior Team 
for the next academic year. 
 
Given that I will be engaged in a lot of meetings on external work, the revised 
structure will necessitate Mrs Clinton and Mr Ashworth taking on a number of 
the roles I previously managed and led. Many of the day to day decisions and 
requests will be managed by Mrs Clinton and Mr Ashworth. 
 

School Funding Update 
Visit to Westminster Tuesday 15 May 

I was part of a group of Headteachers who met with MPs in Westminster on 
Tuesday 15 May. This was a very important meeting and allowed us the 
opportunity to explain the pressures on school budgets and the crisis which 
many schools currently face and the bleak outlook unless there is considerable 
improvements to school funding. 
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Please do keep up the pressure by writing to your local MP as it is clear the letters of concern that are received help 
MPs to highlight the issue to Ministers. 

Royal Society of Biology 2018 Competition 
Priory student success 

Priory School students participated in the Royal Society of Biology schools competition this year. All participating 
students were given commendations, and a number received Bronze and Silver awards.   

Everyone worked hard to gain these excellent achievements!  

 



 

Scholastic Book Fair 
East Sussex Consultation 

The takings from the Scholastic Book Fair held in the school library just before and after the Easter holidays has now 
been confirmed by Scholastic to have been £481, meaning that we surpassed our £300 target by £181! As a result, 
Scholastic have given us £240 in credit to spend on their online store. 

Parent Forum 
Wednesday 2 May 6pm 

Thank you to those who attended the Parent Forum on 2 May. A wide range of topics including uniform, setting, 
assessment, homework, after school clubs, reading books, budget and the NEU strikes.  The minutes from the 
meeting can be accessed via the school website: http://www.priory.e-sussex.sch.uk/index.php/parental/parents-
forum-minutes  

Year 9 Kingston Footballers 
Fundraising 

We were delighted to hear that Kingston U14 football team (which is composed entirely of Priory students) had a 
successful tour to Holland. The boys also engaged in a fundraising event by dribbling a football from Ditchling 
Beacon to Lewes (and the day they did was particularly cold and wet). Thanks to their efforts, £600 was raised for 
the tour and £1000 for the Clock Tower charity for young homeless people in Brighton. 

The Kingston Kestrels are; Mattias Greenwood, Dante Maguire, Jensen Pipe, Ethan Haddock, Tom Waters, Rob 
Japes, Alex Biddulph, Noah Virlombier, Archie Wilson, Geordie Gwynn, Jude Littlewood, Tyler Rayson, Sam 
Bebbington and Luke Crowther Head.  
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An Evening of Photographs with Tom Reeves 
Wednesday 9 May 7pm 

The school hosted another very successful ‘Evening with Tom Reeves’ on 9 May. We are immensely grateful to Tom 
who delivers this presentation as a fundraiser for the Friends of Priory. The FoP looked spectacular in their 
costumes and the takings were a fantastic £1241!  

Creative Arts Evening 
Thursday 3 May  

Huge thanks to Ms Boon who organized the Creative Arts Evening on Thursday 
3 May. The canteen was filled with the really impressive ‘Oversized Art’. The 
evening also included a range of talent acts (including a staff band). To see such 
a wide range of talents presented in one evening was testament to the skills 
and confidence of many students. 

 

 

Citizenship Awards 
Priory Success 

Congratulation to TJ Jordan and Aliessia Hurst Jarvis whose contributions to the local community were recognised 

at the annual Citizenship awards on Thursday 3 May. TJ was awarded for his volunteering with Lewes St Michaels 

Cricket Club and Aliessia for all her work for her sister’s charity ACD Alveolar Capillary Dysplasia of which her sister 

was the youngest/smallest baby to receive a double lung transplant at just 5 months old. 

 



Beat the Street 
6 June to 25 July 2018 

Last summer East Sussex was transformed into a giant 
walking, running and cycling game – with over 42,000 
residents (including teams from over 140 schools) tapping 
‘Beat Boxes’, collecting points for their team, and clocking 
up an impressive 230,927 miles – close to the distance 
between the Earth and the Moon!  

Beat the Street is a free, fun initiative that will see thousands of residents across East Sussex - from the major towns 
to rural villages and communities - take part in the county-wide challenge. Close to 500 special sensors, known as 
Beat Boxes, will appear on lampposts across East Sussex, which people can tap with Beat the Street fobs or cards to 
track their journey, earning points for the distance they walk, cycle or scoot, and the chance to win prizes for 
themselves and their team. Players can view their progress online at https://beatthestreet.me/eastsussex  

Dates for your Diary 
For your diary 

1. Activities Week – w/c 21 May 
2. Last day Term 5 – Friday 25 May 
3. First Day Term 6 – Monday 4 June 
4. DoE Assessed Expedition – Sat 9 June to Sun 10 June 
5. Spanish School visit – Tuesday 12 –Tuesday 19 June 
6. Year 6 Taster Day – Tuesday 19 June 
7. Sports Day – Thursday 21 June 
8. Year 10 Mock Exams – w/c Monday 25 June 
9. INSET DAY – Friday 29 June 
10. Year 11 Prom – Friday 29 June 
11. Art/Photography Exhibition – w/c Monday 2 July 
12. KS3 Awards Evening – Wednesday 11 July 

Further Information 
Contact us 

Should you want to comment on articles in the newsletter please contact: info@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 
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