
 

 

Reading Adventures 

History Book Tower Challenge!  
Should you wish to accept… 

History Department Reading Books 
Set for homework  

‘A Little History of the World’ by Ernst Gombrich (1936) 
 

‘A Timetraveller’s Guide to Elizabethan England’ by Ian Mortimer 
(2014) 

 

‘The History of England Volume II; Tudors’ by Peter Ackroyd (2010) 
 

‘They Divided the Sky’ by Christa Wolfe (1963/2013) 
 

‘Red Plenty’ by Francis Spufford (2010) 
 

‘All the Light We Cannot See’ by Anthony Doer (2014) 
 

‘Defying Hitler’ by Sebastian Haffner (2000) 
 

‘Outcasts of Time’ by Ian Mortimer (2017) ‘Outcasts of Time’ by Ian Mortimer (2017) 

‘Blitzed’ by Norman Ohler (2015) 
 

‘The Complete Maus’ by Art Speigelman (1980/1991) ‘The Complete Maus’ by Art Speigelman (1980/1991) 

‘The Book Thief’ by Markus Zusak (2005) ‘The Book Thief’ by Markus Zusak (2005) 

‘The Diviners’ by Libba Bray (2012) 
 

‘Animal Farm’ by George Orwell (1945)  

‘Great Britain’s Great War’ by Jeremy Paxman (2013) 
 

‘Mill Girl’ by Sue Reid (2002) ‘Mill Girl’ by Sue Reid (2002) 

‘The Prince Who Walked With Lions’ by Elizabeth Laird (2012) 
 

‘Buffalo Soldier’ by Tanya Landman (2014) ‘Buffalo Soldier’ by Tanya Landman (2014) 

‘Sawbones’ by Catherine Johnson (2013) ‘Sawbones’ by Catherine Johnson (2013) 

‘At the Sign of the Sugared Plum’ by Mary Hooper (2003) 
 

‘Cue for Treason’ by Geoffrey Trease (1940) ‘Cue for Treason’ by Geoffrey Trease (1940) 

‘Treason’ by Berlie Doherty (2011) 
 

‘Fire, bed and bone’ by Henrietta Branford (1997) ‘Fire, bed and bone’ by Henrietta Branford (1997) 

‘Crusade’ by Elizabeth Laird (2007) ‘Crusade’ by Elizabeth Laird (2007) 

‘Dawn Wind’ by Rosemary Sutcliff (1961) 
 

 



 

 

Reading Adventures 

History Curriculum Further Reading List 

Key: Less complex language usage than in the set text 

Same level of complexity as the set text 

Slightly more complex or mature than the set text 

Challenging language or content for the age group 

 

 

(Year 7, Term 2) 
The Broken Road, B. R. Collins 
 
'There's going to be a crusade. A boy came to the cathederal and 
preached. He's going to lead a crusade of the children . . .' 
 
Rufus is an apprentice in his father's goldsmith workshop in Cologne. He 
is one of many who fall under the spell of Nick, a charismatic preacher 
whose promise to lead a journey to the Holy Land is mesmerising. 
Mesmerising enough for hundreds to leave family and safety and follow 
him. But despite Nick's charisma, he is flawed, and the crusade that 
Rufus embarks upon with so many others turns, terribly, into a journey 
of failed dreams and broken promises. 

 (Year 7, Term 2) 
Gatty’s Tale (also known as Crossing To Paradise), Kevin Crossley-
Holland 
 
Gatty is a field girl in a manor. She has never seen busy London or the 
bright Channel, the snowy Alps of France or the boats in the Venetian 
sea. She has not sung in the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem or prayed at 
the manger in Bethlehem -- or been kidnapped, or abandoned, or kissed, 
or heartbroken. But all these things will change. As Gatty journeys with 
Lady Gwyneth and a prickly new family of pilgrims across Europe to the 
Holy Land, Kevin Crossley-Holland reveals a medieval world as rich and 
compelling as the world of today it foresees -- and, in Gatty, a character 
readers will never forget. 
 

 

(Year 7, Term 2) 
Blood Red Horse, K. M. Grant 
 
You need three things to become a brave and noble knight: A warhorse. 
A fair maiden. A just cause. Will has a horse-a small chestnut stallion 
with a white blaze in his brow. Ellie is a fair maiden, but she's supposed 
to marry Will's older brother, Gavin. And as for the cause, King Richard is 
calling for a Crusade. The Knights of England must go to the Holy Land to 
fight. Will and Gavin will go. Blood will be shed. Lives will be taken. But 
through it all, two things will be constant-Ellie, and a blood-red horse 
called Hosanna. . .  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11790433-the-broken-road
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/915224.Gatty_s_Tale
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/915224.Gatty_s_Tale
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/19162204-blood-red-horse
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 (Year 7, Term 1) 
Wolf Girl, Theresa Tomlinson 
 
It’s Anglo-Saxon England and Cwen, a poor weaver woman employed at 
the newly built abbey of Whitby, is accused of possessing a valuable 
necklace belonging to the royal family. If found guilty, the punishment 
could be death by stoning, burning or hanging. 

Wulfrun, Cwen's daughter, is desperate to prove her mother's 
innocence, but wherever she turns for help, she encounters lies and 
treachery. 

In this time of political turbulence in the north-east of England, everyone 
has something to hide or is fighting for a cause - in particular the 
beautiful Irminbergh, who, entrusted with the care of the king's 
daughter, Princess Elfled, is determined to keep Wulfrun from 
influencing her charge. But it is Elfled who, after a stormy start, becomes 
Wulfrun's staunchest ally. 

Together they undertake journeys on horseback, battle against wind and 
weather, trace people from the past and remain undaunted by the 
imminent threat of danger from marauding armies. 

 

  

 

(Year 7, Term 2) 
The Crowfield Curse, Pat Walsh 
 
An angel is buried behind the abbey! It's 1347, and Will, an orphan boy, 
lives and works as an apprentice of the Crowfield monks. Sent into the 
forest to gather firewood, he stumbles across a trapped, wounded 
creature no bigger than a cat. The little goblin shares a terrible secret: 
Buried deep in the snow behind the monastery is an angel. But, Will 
wonders, how can an angel die? And what does this angel have to do 
with the history of Crowfield? When two cloaked strangers show up and 
start asking questions, Will is drawn into a dangerous world of Old 
Magic. 

 

 

(Year 7, Term 4) 
All Fall Down, Sally Nicholls 
 
A deadly contagion races through England... 
 
Isabel and her family have nowhere to run from a disease that has killed 
half of Europe. When the world she knows and loves ends forever, her 
only weapon is courage. 
 
The Black Death of 1349 was the deadliest plague in human history. All 
Fall Down is a powerful and inspiring story of survival in the face of real 
life horror. 

  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1521517.Wolf_Girl
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6870698-the-crowfield-curse
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11761921-all-fall-down
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 (Year 7, Term 4) 
Matilda Bone, Karen Cushman 
 
Into the fascinating, pungent setting of Blood and Bone Alley, home of 
leech, barber-surgeon, and apothecary, comes Matilda, raised by a 
priest to disdain worldly affairs and focus on spiritual matters. To 
Matilda's dismay, her work will not involve Latin or writing, but practical 
tasks: lighting the fire, going to market, mixing plasters and poultices, 
and helping Peg treat patients. She is appalled by the worldliness of her 
new surroundings, and the sharp-tongued saints she turns to for advice 
are no help at all.  
 
Filled with the witty dialogue and richly authentic detail that Karen 
Cushman’s work is known for, Matilda Bone is a compelling comic novel 
about a girl who learns to see herself and others clearly, to laugh, and to 
live contentedly in this world. 
l 

  

 

(Year 7, Term 6) 
Diver’s Daughter, Patrice Lawrence 
 
Voices: Diver's Daughter - A Tudor Story brings Eve and her mother, who 
was stolen from her family in Mozambique as a child, from the 
Southwark slums of Elizabethan London to England's southern coast. 
When they hear from a Mary Rose survivor that one of the African free-
divers who was sent to salvage its treasures is alive and well and living in 
Southampton, mother and daughter agree to try to find him and 
attempt to dive the wreck of another ship, rumoured to be rich with 
treasures. But will the pair survive when the man arrives to claim his 
'share'? Will Eve overcome her fear of the water to help rescue her 
mother? Based on real events. 
 

 (Year 7, Term 6) 
The Executioner’s Daughter, Jane Hardstaff 
 
Moss hates her life. As the daughter of the Executioner in the Tower of 
London, it’s her job to catch the heads in her basket after her father has 
chopped them off. She dreams of leaving, but they are prisoners with no 
way out. 
 
Then Moss discovers a hidden tunnel that takes her to freedom, where 
she learns that her life isn’t what she believes it to be and she doesn’t 
know who to trust. 
 
Her search for the truth takes her on a journey along the great River 
Thames. Could the answers lie deep in its murky depths? 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1207271.Matilda_Bone
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43814725-diver-s-daughter
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17290345-the-executioner-s-daughter
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(Year 7, Term 6) 
VIII, H. M. Castor 
 
Destined for greatness; tormented by demons… VIII is the story of Hal: a 
young, handsome, gifted warrior, who believes he has been chosen to 
lead his people. But he is tormented by the ghosts of his family's violent 
past and, once he rises to power, he turns to murder and rapacious 
cruelty. He is Henry VIII. The Tudors have always captured the popular 
imagination. In VIII, Henry is presented afresh for a new generation of 
teenage readers. 

 

(Year 7, Term 6) 
The Dead Queen’s Club, Hannah Capin 
 
Mean Girls meets The Tudors in Hannah Capin’s The Dead Queens Club, 
a clever contemporary YA retelling of Henry VIII and his wives (or, in this 
case, his high school girlfriends). Told from the perspective of Annie 
Marck (“Cleves”), a 17-year-old aspiring journalist from Cleveland who 
meets Henry at summer camp, The Dead Queens Club is a fun, snarky 
read that provides great historical detail in an accessible way for teens 
while giving the infamous tale of Henry VIII its own unique spin. 
 

  

 

(Year 7, Term 6) 
Powder Monkey, Paul Dowswell 
 
Thirteen-year-old Sam Witchall has always dreamed of being a sailor, 
but he never realized how dangerous and gruesome life at sea could be 
until he is pressed into service aboard HMS Miranda. Beginning his naval 
career as a "powder monkey"--assisting the gun crews on the warship--
Sam learns the ropes of sailing and how to cope with enemies both 
foreign and onboard the Miranda herself. 
 
With enough battles, storms, and shipwrecks to thrill young fans of the 
Master and Commander series, this rousing historical adventure 
introduces a new generation to an exciting era, when a lowly powder 
monkey could grow up to be a hero. 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11723911-viii
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35998937-the-dead-queens-club
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/311383.Powder_Monkey
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(Year 7, Term 6) 
Black Powder, Ally Sherrick 
 
A rip-roaring historical adventure set at the time of the Gunpowder Plot 
- winner of the Historical Association Young Quills Award! 

England, 1605. 12-year-old Tom must save his father from hanging. He 
falls in with a mysterious stranger - the Falcon - who promises to help 
him in exchange for his service. But on the long journey to London, Tom 
discovers the Falcon's true mission - and a plot to blow up Parliament 
with barrels of black powder. Tom faces a terrible decision: secure his 
father's release, or stop the assassination of the king... 
 

 

(Year 7, Term 6) 
Victory, Susan Cooper 
 
Two Children, Two Struggles, One Battle... One child is Sam Robbins, a 
powder monkey aboard HMS Victory, the ship in which Vice-Admiral 
Lord Nelson will die a hero's death at the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805. The 
other is Molly Jennings, an English girl transplanted from London to the 
United States in 2006, fighting a battle of her own against loss and 
loneliness. 

This extraordinary time-shifting adventure tells the interwoven stories of 
Sam and Molly, linked by a mystery. Sam is a farm boy, kidnapped at 
eleven years old by the "press gang" to serve in the Royal Navy. At first 
terrified and seasick, Sam is transformed gradually into a sailor. In the 
rowdy, dangerous world of a hundred-gun warship enduring the 
Napoleonic Wars, he meets both cruelty and kindness, and survives a 
fearsome battle whose echoes reach through the years to involve Molly 
as well. Like Sam, Molly has lost her childhood but will find her future, 
with help from a very unexpected source. 

 (Year 7, Term 6) 
Witch Born, Nicholas Bowling 
 
Alyce's mother has just been burnt at the stake for practicing witchcraft. 
With only a thin set of instructions and a witch's mommet for guidance, 
Alyce must face the world that she's been sealed off from -- a world of 
fear and superstition. With a witch hunter fast on her trail, she'll need 
the help of an innkeeper and a boy looking to discover the truth behind 
his own mother's past. 
 
But as her journey continues, another war rages: a hidden war of the 
supernatural, of the living and the dead. Good and evil are blurred, and 
nobody's motives can be trusted. And Alyce finds herself thrown 
unwillingly into the conflict. Struggling to understand her own powers, 
she is quickly drawn into a web of secrets, lies, and dark magic that 
could change the fate of the world she is just coming to know. 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/30750013-black-powder
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11307.Victory
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/37825495-witch-born


 

 

Reading Adventures 

 

(Year 7, Term 6) 
Road to London, Barbara Mitchelhill 
 
Thomas is desperate to join 'the players'; he'll do anything to watch 
them perform, even skip school and risk a caning. But when Thomas's 
rule breaking gets him in trouble with more than just his school master, 
he has to flee his home and make his way to London. Here he meets his 
hero, Shakespeare, and his players. But behind the excitement of the 
theatres is a grimy world of deception, poison and treason. Will Thomas 
manage to uncover the plot in time? And will he manage to save 
Shakespeare and Queen Elizabeth I from a fate worse than death? 

  

 

(Year 8, Term 1) 
Ring of Roses, Mary Hooper 
 
Intensely powerful novel set in London during the height of the Plague in 
the 1600s. Abby is delighted to be appointed to the position of 
nursemaid in the well-to-do Beauchurch household. But it's the summer 
of 1665, and soon whispers are spreading through London that the 
Plague is returning. Can Abby keep herself and her small charge Grace 
safe, or will the disaster engulf them? A companion piece to Mary 
Hooper's bestselling 'At the Sign of the Sugared Plum'. Particularly 
suitable for struggling, reluctant and dyslexic readers aged 12+ 
 
 

 

(Year 8, Term 1) 
Children of Winter, Berlie Doherty 
 
Catherine and her family are out for a walk when a sudden storm blows 
up. The children take shelter in a deserted barn which seems strangely 
familiar, although they have never been there before. As the daylight 
fades, Catherine senses the secrets of the surrounding hills press in upon 
her; secrets from another, older time. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/13154199-road-to-london
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/23112824-ring-of-roses
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1579907.Children_of_Winter
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 (Year 8, Term 1) 
A Skinful of Shadows, Frances Hardinge 
 
This is the story of a bear-hearted girl . . . Sometimes, when a person 
dies, their spirit goes looking for somewhere to hide. Some people have 
space within them, perfect for hiding.  
 
Twelve-year-old Makepeace has learned to defend herself from the 
ghosts which try to possess her in the night, desperate for refuge, but 
one day a dreadful event causes her to drop her guard. And now there's 
a spirit inside her.  
 
The spirit is wild, brutish and strong, and it may be her only defence 
when she is sent to live with her father's rich and powerful ancestors. 
There is talk of civil war, and they need people like her to protect their 
dark and terrible family secret.  
 
But as she plans her escape and heads out into a country torn apart by 
war, Makepeace must decide which is worse: possession – or death. 
 

 

(Year 8, Term 1) 
No Shame, No Fear, Ann Turnbull 
 
It is 1662, and England is reeling from the aftereffects of civil war, with 
its clashes of faith and culture. Susanna, a young Quaker girl, leaves her 
family to become a servant in town. Seventeen-year-old Will returns 
home after completing his studies to begin an apprenticeship arranged 
by his wealthy father. Susanna and Will meet and fall in love, but can 
their bond survive — no matter what? Theirs is a story that speaks 
across the centuries, telling of love and the fight to stay true to what is 
most important, in spite of parents, society, and even the law.  

  

 
 

(Year 8, Term 2) 
Death and the Arrow, Chris Priestley 
 
Fifteen-year-old Tom lives in the murky, sooty city of London, where he 
helps his father to run a print shop. Among the customers is wise old Dr 
Harker, a retired physician and seafarer, whose patient demeanour and 
fascinating tales endear him to Tom. When Tom and Harker hear a 
newspaper seller announce a most curious murder in the city, with the 
victim pierced by an arrow and left holding an illustrated card of 'Death 
and the Arrow', they are both intrigued by the mystery. As subsequent 
'Death and the Arrow' victims are discovered, the mystery closes ever 
more tightly round the city and intrudes even into Tom's own life. From 
then onwards, he can't rest till he has discovered the truth behind the 
murders... A really atmospheric venture into the eighteenth-century, 
combined with a gripping mystery plot, will fascinate and engage 
readers of ten and upwards. 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35611139-a-skinful-of-shadows
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/461403.No_Shame_No_Fear
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1714407.Death_and_the_Arrow
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 (Year 8, Term 2) 
The Diamond of Drury Lane, Julia Golding 
 
Set in 1790's Covent Garden this book whisks you back to a bygone era, 
and to embark on an adventure about one hidden treasure, two bare-
knuckle boxers, three enemies, and four hundred and thirty-eight 
rioters. 
 
It is the tale of Cat Royal, an orphan, four foot four with long red hair 
and not a penny to call her own. She lives in the Theater Royal on Drury 
Lane, a place filled with dramatic characters, theatrical spectacles, and 
now, a secret treasure--which Cat has been asked to protect. Her new 
friend Pedro, a former slave and gifted violinist, is eager to help, and so 
is the theater prompter, Jonathan, who is hiding secrets of his own. But 
when the ruthless gang leader Billy Shepherd learns about the treasure, 
Cat thinks she's going to lose it for sure. She still doesn't know what the 
treasure is, so how can she keep it safe from Billy and his gang? Follow 
Cat into the streets of London, as she faces danger and adventure, 
racing to be the first to discover the diamond of Drury Lane! 
 

 (Year 8, Term 2) 
Hell & High Water, Tanya Landman 
 
For fifteen years, Caleb and his father have roamed southern England 
with little to their names but the signet ring his father inherited and the 
theater and puppets with which they stage popular, raunchy Punch and 
Judy shows. 
 
One summer day in 1752, Pa is convicted of a theft he didn’t commit 
and sentenced to transportation to the colonies in America. From gaol, 
Caleb’s father sends him to the family he never knew he had: an aunt on 
the coast. 
 
His welcome at her house is strange, and her neighbours and 
stepdaughter seem to see only Caleb’s dark skin. When Caleb finds a 
body washed up on shore, he stumbles into something much bigger than 
a man’s death in the high water. 
 

 

(Year 8, Term 2) 
Coram Boy, Jamila Gavin 
 
A vivid, compelling and harrowing tale from Whitbread award winning 
Jamila Gavin. The Coram man takes babies and money from desperate 
mothers, promising to deliver them safely to a Foundling Hospital in 
London. Instead, he murders them and buries them by the roadside, to 
the helpless horror of his mentally ill son, Mish. Mish saves one, Aaron, 
who grows up happily unaware of his history, proving himself a 
promising musician. As Aaron's new life takes him closer to his real 
family, the watchful Mish makes a terrible mistake, delivering Aaron and 
his best friend Toby back into the hands of the Coram man. 

  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/297842.The_Diamond_of_Drury_Lane
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/297842.The_Diamond_of_Drury_Lane
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32284096-hell-high-water
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28236631-coram-boy
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(Year 8, Term 4) 
Blood Red Rose, Anne Perry 
 
Rosie has problems with reading and doesn't want anyone to know, 
least of all Zack, the coolest boy in school, who wants her help with his 
charity work for Africa. Feeling miserable, she cries herself to sleep one 
night, only to wake up in 1812 aboard The Red Rose, an illegal slave ship. 
When blindness strikes most of the crew it becomes increasingly clear 
that Rosie is the only one who can save the situation… 
 
Specially designed to be dyslexia-friendly, this exciting and absorbing 
story offers young readers an insight into the past. Rosie is a feisty and 
capable heroine who is a great role model for young girls, encouraging 
self-esteem and confidence. 
 

 (Year 8, Term 3) 
My Name’s Not Friday, Jon Walter 
 
'This boy has bought me. This white boy who don't even look as old as I 
am. He owns me body and soul and my worth has been set at six 
hundred dollars.' 
 
Samuel's an educated boy. Been taught by a priest. He was never 
supposed to be a slave. 
He's a good boy too, thoughtful and kind. The type of boy who'd take 
the blame for something he didn't do if it meant he saved his brother. So 
now they don't call him Samuel. Not anymore. And the sound of guns is 
getting ever closer... 
 
An extraordinary tale of endurance and hope, Jon Walter's second novel 
is a beautiful and moving story about the power of belief and the 
strength of the human spirit, set against the terrifying backdrop of the 
American Civil War. 
 

 

(Year 8, Term 3) 
Chains, Laurie Halse Anderson 
 
Set in 1776, against the backdrop of the American struggle for 
independence, this powerful novel is also an incredible adventure about 
one girl’s struggle for freedom in a society in which she is considered 
someone else’s property. 
 
Isabel and her sister, Ruth, are slaves. Sold from one owner to the next, 
they arrive in New York as the Americans are fighting for their 
independence, and the English are struggling to maintain control. Soon 
Isabel is struggling too. Struggling to keep herself and her sister safe in a 
world in which they have no control. 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/13271219-blood-red-rose
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25469921-my-name-s-not-friday
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6541930-chains
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6541930-chains
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(Year 8, Term 2) 
1783, Catherine Johnson 
 
An action-packed and pacey story about slavery in Britain. Nathaniel 
doesn't want to move to England with his master's family, leaving 
behind his mother and sister on the Jamaican plantation. But then he 
remembers what his mother told him: once a slave sets foot on English 
soil, they're free. Perhaps he can earn his fortune and buy his family's 
freedom, too. When Nat arrives in London, he soon discovers that his 
mother was wrong. Nat refuses to live like a caged bird, and seizes the 
first opportunity to escape. Alone on the streets of London, he hears the 
story of a nightmare ship, the Zong, where over a hundred slaves were 
thrown overboard. Now, those responsible face a trial. Will the world 
continue to turn a blind eye to the horrors of slavery? And can Nat really 
evade his masters forever? 
 

  

 

(Year 8, Term 5) 
The Making of Mollie, Anna Carey 
 
It’s 1912, and Mollie Carberry’s life in the relatively new middle class 
north Dublin suburb of Drumcondra seems very boring. Then she notices 
that her older sister Phyllis and the family’s maid Maggie are plotting 
something. They discover a stash of leaflets demanding votes for 
women. Phyllis has joined the suffragette cause! Will Mollie get involved 
too? And how far should a girl go for her beliefs? 
 
A sweet epistolary novel that makes the historical context accessible to 
modern audiences. 

 

 

(Year 8, Term 5) 
Nevertheless She Persisted, Jon Walter 
 
Clara and Nancy, two sisters working in Holloway Prison in 1913, find 
themselves face-to-face with imprisoned suffragettes: women fighting 
for the same freedoms they want for themselves. Soon Nancy is drawn 
to one inmate in particular - the enigmatic `Duchess' - and decides to 
follow her into the fight. But Clara is torn by the very laws her sister has 
chosen to try to change. She's fallen in love, and yet marriage would 
mean giving up the job she loves, and losing her independence forever. 
How can she possibly choose between the two sides of her heart and 
not lose a part of herself? 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/40307469-freedom
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/31282668-the-making-of-mollie
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/40852878-nevertheless-she-persisted
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(Year 8, Term 5) 
Things a Bright Girl Can Do, Sally Nicholls 
 
Through rallies and marches, in polite drawing rooms and freezing 
prison cells and the poverty-stricken slums of the East End, three 
courageous young women join the fight for the vote. 
 
Evelyn is seventeen, and though she is rich and clever, she may never be 
allowed to follow her older brother to university. Enraged that she is 
expected to marry her childhood sweetheart rather than be educated, 
she joins the Suffragettes, and vows to pay the ultimate price for 
women's freedom. 
 
May is fifteen, and already sworn to the cause, though she and her 
fellow Suffragists refuse violence. When she meets Nell, a girl who's 
grown up in hardship, she sees a kindred spirit. Together and in love, the 
two girls start to dream of a world where all kinds of women have their 
place. 
 
But the fight for freedom will challenge Evelyn, May and Nell more than 
they ever could believe. As war looms, just how much are they willing to 
sacrifice? 
 

  

 (Year 8, Term 6)  
Five Children on the Western Front, Kate Saunders 
 
Have you ever wondered what happened to the Five Children and 
It characters when the First World War began? 
 
Cyril is off to fight, Anthea is at art college, Robert is a Cambridge scholar 
and Jane is at high school. The Lamb is the grown up age of 11, and he 
has a little sister, Edith, in tow. The sand fairy has become a creature of 
stories ... until he suddenly reappears. The siblings are pleased to have 
something to take their minds off the war, but this time the Psammead 
is here for a reason, and his magic might have a more serious purpose. 
 
Before this last adventure ends, all will be changed, and the two younger 
children will have seen the Great War from every possible viewpoint - 
factory-workers, soldiers and sailors, nurses and the people left at 
home, and the war's impact will be felt right at the heart of their family. 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33876596-things-a-bright-girl-can-do
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22593410-five-children-on-the-western-front


 

 

Reading Adventures 

 (Year 8, Term 6) 
The Skylarks’ War, Hilary McKay 
 
Clarry and her older brother Peter live for their summers in Cornwall, 
staying with their grandparents and running free with their charismatic 
cousin, Rupert. But normal life resumes each September - boarding 
school for Peter and Rupert, and a boring life for Clarry at home with her 
absent father, as the shadow of a terrible war looms ever closer. When 
Rupert goes off to fight at the front, Clarry feels their skylark summers 
are finally slipping away from them. 
 
Can their family survive this fearful war? The Skylarks' War is a beautiful 
story following the loves and losses of a family growing up against the 
harsh backdrop of World War One, from the award-winning Hilary 
McKay. 
 

 

(Year 8, Term 6) 
War Girls, various authors 
 
1914: War has broken out across Europe and beyond. Nothing will ever 
be the same again for those caught up in the conflict. 
 
This collection of short stories explores how the First World War 
changed and shaped the lives of women forever. A courageous nurse 
risks her life at the Front Line; a young woman discovers independence 
and intrigue in wartime London; and a grief-stricken widow defends her 
homeland amidst the destruction of war. 
 
Through these and other tales, War Girls presents a moving portrait of 
loss and grief, and of hope overcoming terrible odds. 
 

 (Year 8, Term 6) 
A Rose for the ANZAC Boys, Jackie French 
 
It is 1915. War is being fought on a horrific scale in the trenches of 
France, but it might as well be a world away from sixteen–year–old New 
Zealander Midge Macpherson, at school in England learning to be a 
young lady. But the war is coming closer: Midge's brothers are in the 
army, and her twin, Tim, is listed as 'missing' in the devastating defeat of 
the ANZAC forces at Gallipoli. 
 
Desperate to do their bit – and avoid the boredom of school and the 
restrictions of Society – Midge and her friends Ethel and Anne start a 
canteen in France, caring for the endless flow of wounded soldiers 
returning from the front. Midge, recruited by the over–stretched 
ambulance service, is thrust into carnage and scenes of courage she 
could never have imagined. And when the war is over, all three girls – 
and their ANZAC boys as well – discover that even going 'home' can be 
both strange and wonderful. 
 

  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/39903894-the-skylarks-war
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18657686-war-girls
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/3937718-a-rose-for-the-anzac-boys


 

 

Reading Adventures 

 

(Year 9, Term 2) 
The Night of the Burning, Linda Press Wulf 
 
Devorah’s world is shattered by the tragedies of post–Great War Europe: 
gas poisoning, famine, typhoid, and influenza. Then comes the Night of 
the Burning, when Cossacks provoke Christian Poles to attack their Jewish 
neighbours. In 1920, eleven-year-old Devorah and her little sister, 
Nechama, are the sole survivors of their community. Salvation arrives in 
the form of a South African philanthropist named Isaac Ochberg, who 
invites Devorah and Nechama to join his group of two hundred orphans 
in their journey to safety in South Africa. Although reluctant to leave her 
homeland and afraid to forget her family, Devorah follows her sister, who 
is determined to go to the new country.  
 

 

(Year 9, Term 3) 
When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit, Judith Kerr 
 
Suppose your country began to change. Suppose that without your 
noticing, it became dangerous for some people to live in Germany any 
longer. Suppose you found, to your complete surprise, that your own 
father was one of those people. That is what happened to Anna in 1933. 
She was nine-years-old when it began, too busy with her schoolwork 
and tobogganing to take much notice of political posters, but out of 
them glared the face of Adolf Hitler, the man who would soon change 
the whole of Europe - starting with her own small life. 
 
Anna suddenly finds things moving too fast for her to understand. One 
day, her father goes unaccountably missing. Then she herself and her 
brother Max are being rushed by their mother, in alarming secrecy, 
away from everything they know - home and schoolmates and well-
loved toys - right out of Germany! 

 

(Year 9, Term 3) 
A Berlin Love Song, Sarah Matthias 
 
Max is 14, a German schoolboy, when he first meets Lili, a trapeze artist 
from a travelling circus that performs every year in Berlin. Lili is a 
Romani, and her life and customs are very different from those of Max 
and his family. 
 
Torn apart by the outbreak of war they meet again aged 17, when their 
friendship turns into love – but love between a member of the Hitler 
youth and a member of the Romani community is forbidden. As events 
wrench them apart for a second time, can their love survive?  

  

  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6710206-the-night-of-the-burning
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17678448-when-hitler-stole-pink-rabbit-bombs-on-aunt-dainty
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34640668-a-berlin-love-song


 

 

Reading Adventures 

 (Year 9, Term 1) 
The Raven’s Children, Yulia Yakovleva 
 
Russia in 1938 is a place of great terror. Joseph Stalin is in charge. His 
Secret Police are everywhere, searching for anyone who might be his 
enemy. People have no idea who they can trust. 
 
Seven-year-old Shura doesn't know about any of this. He's happy in his 
little home in Leningrad going to school in the mornings, playing with his 
best friend in the afternoon, fighting with his big sister, spending time 
with his Mama, Papa and baby brother Bobka. 
 
Until one day everything changes. 
 
Mama and Papa and Bobka disappear without a trace. The whispers of 
their neighbours are that Mama and Papa were spies, enemies of Stalin 
and so they have now been taken by something mysterious called The 
Raven. 
 
Desperate to reunite his family, Shura decides to hunt down The Raven, 
finding help in the most unexpected places but facing more danger than 
he has ever known . . . 
 

 

(Year 9, Term 1) 
Rubies in the Snow, Kate Hubbard 
 
From her diary, Anastasia appears to be an ordinary – if privileged – 
child; she and her brother and sisters entertain and annoy each other, 
they endure lessons, visit relatives and love their idyllic summer 
holidays. But Grand duchess Anastasia Nicolaevna is the youngest 
daughter of Russia's ruling Romanov family and she lives in 
extraordinary times. She's unaware of the earth-shattering social and 
political changes fracturing Russia and the world beyond her 
circumscribed life but history inevitably intrudes, bringing her diary to a 
sudden, violent end. 
 
This is an approachable introduction to the Romanov's story. The 
Anastasia this fictional diary portrays is attractive – a bright, chatty child, 
blamelessly caught up in the tide of world history. 
 

 (Year 9, Term 1) 
Red Shadow, Paul Dowswell 
 
Russia, 1940. Fifteen-year-old Misha’s life is about to transform when his 
father is offered a job in Stalin’s inner circle. They move into a luxurious 
apartment in the Kremlin, but doubts about the glorious new Russia 
quickly surface. Misha realises that the secret police can do whatever 
they like. His own mother is arrested and sent to prison, but Misha and 
his father daren’t complain. Then as German troops advance on 
Moscow, the atmosphere in the Kremlin ignites. Misha and a friend find 
themselves at the heart of a battle against the mighty state in this 
powerful evocation of one of the most turbulent places and periods of 
the 20th century, told by a master storyteller. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36987624-the-raven-s-children
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22380987-rubies-in-the-snow-kate-hubbard
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/20618034-red-shadow


 

 

Reading Adventures 

 

 

(Year 9, Term 1) 
Blood Red, Snow White, Marcus Sedgwick 
 
Russian fairytale and historical fact combine in this compelling account 
of Swallows and Amazons author Arthur Ransome and his experiences in 
revolutionary Russia. 
 
Ransome leaves his unhappy marriage in England and moves to Russia 
to work as a journalist for the Daily News, little realising revolution 
would erupt before his eyes. Called on by the British to spy upon the 
Bolsheviks, Ransome finds his loyalties torn when he falls in love with 
Trotsky's secretary and is forced to make some difficult decisions. 
 
No prior knowledge of Ransome or the revolution is needed to enjoy this 
beguilingly written account of Rasputin, the Romanovs and Lenin, with 
Ransome, a troubled Englishman, amidst it all. 
 

  

 (Year 9, Term 1) 
Firebird, Elizabeth Wein 
 
Nastia is no traitor. She is a daring pilot, the daughter of revolutionaries, 
and now, as the Second World War descends on Russia, she must fight 
to save the glorious Motherland. 

But all is not as it seems, and when the battles begin, secrets are 
revealed and everything that she once knew is challenged... 

A thrilling adventure brimming with historical detail and powerful 
female characters. 

Particularly suitable for struggling, reluctant or dyslexic readers aged 
13+. 

 

 

(Year 9, Term 4) 
Put Out The Light, Terry Deary 
 
 
It's 1940 and war is underway. In Sheffield, England, a brother and sister 
set out to solve a mystery, brazenly believing that the air-raid signals are 
only false alarms. In Dachau, Germany, two boys come up with a bold 
plan to bring an end to the war and help a Polish prisoner escape. But 
when the bombs falling on Sheffield become a reality, and the German 
boys' plan hurls them unwittingly into the midst of the action, the 
children's adventures swiftly become a terrifying fight to survive. 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1884504.Blood_Red_Snow_White
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/39909790-firebird
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/10004839-put-out-the-light


 

 

Reading Adventures 

 (Year 9, Term 4) 
Hitler’s Canary, Sandi Toksvig 
 
It's April 1940 and German troops are pouring onto the streets of 
Denmark. 12-year-old Bamse is ordered by his father to keep his head 
down and stay out of trouble. But Bamse and his daring friend Anton 
can't resist playing the occasional practical joke on the invading soldiers. 
When it becomes clear that the trouble isn't just going to pass them by, 
the people of Denmark decide to take action and Bamse and his 
eccentric family are about to take part in one of history's most dramatic 
rescues - smuggling Denmark's Jewish population across the water to 
Sweden, and safety. 
 
Many of the characters are based on Sandi's own family, including her 
father, Bamse, and the book was inspired by the stories he told to her. 
 

 

(Year 9, Term 4) 
One Day in Oradour, Helen Watts 
 
On a hot summer afternoon in 1944, SS troops wiped out an entire 
French village. 644 men, women and children died that day. Just one 
child survived. This book tells the story of what happened in Oradour, 
and imagines what drove both the SS officer who ordered the massacre, 
and the seven-year-old boy who escaped it. 

 (Year 9, Term 4) 
Code Name Verity, Elizabeth Wein 
 
Oct. 11th, 1943-A British spy plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France. Its 
pilot and passenger are best friends. One of the girls has a chance at 
survival. The other has lost the game before it's barely begun. 
 
When "Verity" is arrested by the Gestapo, she's sure she doesn't stand a 
chance. As a secret agent captured in enemy territory, she's living a spy's 
worst nightmare. Her Nazi interrogators give her a simple choice: reveal 
her mission or face a grisly execution. 
 
As she intricately weaves her confession, Verity uncovers her past, how 
she became friends with the pilot Maddie, and why she left Maddie in 
the wrecked fuselage of their plane. On each new scrap of paper, Verity 
battles for her life, confronting her views on courage, failure and her 
desperate hope to make it home. But will trading her secrets be enough 
to save her from the enemy?  
 

  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/930583.Hitler_s_Canary
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/21009138-one-day-in-oradour
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Reading Adventures 

 

(Year 9, Term 3) 
Survivors of the Holocaust, Ryan Jones & Zane Whittingham 
 
An extraordinary, beautifully illustrated graphic novel that looks at the 
horrors of the Holocaust through the eyes of children and young people 
who lived through it. 

 

What the Night Sings by Vesper Stamper 
 
After losing her family and everything she knew in the Nazi concentration 
camps, Gerta is finally liberated, only to find herself completely alone. 
Without her Papa, her music, or even her true identity, she must move 
past the task of surviving and onto living her life. In the displaced persons 
camp where she is staying, Gerta meets Lev, a fellow teen survivor who 
she just might be falling for, despite her feelings for someone else. With 
a newfound Jewish identity she never knew she had, and a return to the 
life of music she thought she lost forever, Gerta must choose how to build 
a new future. 

 (Year 9, Term 3) 
Anne Frank’s Diary: The Graphic Novel Adaptation, Ari Folman, David 
Polonksy and Anne Frank 
 
The only graphic novelization of Anne Frank's diary that has been 
authorized by the Anne Frank Foundation and that uses text from the 
diary--it will introduce a new generation of young readers to this classic 
of Holocaust literature.  
 
This adaptation of Anne Frank's Diary of a Young Girl into a graphic 
version for a young readership, maintains the integrity and power of the 
original work. With stunning, expressive illustrations and ample direct 
quotation from the diary, this edition will expand the readership for this 
important and lasting work of history and literature. 
 

 (Year 9, Term 3) 
Wolf Children, Paul Dowswell 
 
It is July 1945, Hitler's Third Reich has fallen, and Berlin is in ruins. Living 
on the edge of survival in the cellar of an abandoned hospital, Otto and 
his ragtag gang of kids have banded together in the desperate, bombed-
out city.  
The war may be over, but danger lurks in the shadows of the wreckage 
as Otto and his friends find themselves caught between invading armies, 
ruthless rival gangs and a strange Nazi war criminal who stalks them... 
 
A climactic story of truth, friendship and survival against the odds, Wolf 
Children will thrill readers of Michael Morpurgo and John Boyne. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43285008-survivors-of-the-holocaust
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43285008-survivors-of-the-holocaust
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35618351-what-the-night-sings
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35794821-anne-frank-s-diary
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35794821-anne-frank-s-diary
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33904857-wolf-children


 

 

Reading Adventures 

 

 

(Year 9, Term 4) 
Rose Under Fire, Elizabeth Wein 
 
Rose Justice is a young American ATA pilot, delivering planes and taxiing 
pilots for the RAF in the UK during the summer of 1944. A budding poet 
who feels most alive while flying, she discovers that not all battles are 
fought in the air. An unforgettable journey from innocence to 
experience from the author of the best-selling, multi-award-nominated 
Code Name Verity. From the exhilaration of being the youngest pilot in 
the British air transport auxiliary, to the aftermath of surviving the 
notorious Ravensbruck women's concentration camp, Rose's story is one 
of courage in the face of adversity. 

  

 (Year 10, Term 2) 
In The Mouth of the Wolf, Michael Morpurgo and Barroux 

Francis is an old man now, and the people of the small French village he 
lives in are celebrating his 90th birthday. But Francis was not always old, 
and in the night after his birthday celebrations, he remembers his 
youth – first as a pacifist, then as a member of the French Resistance 
during the Nazi occupation. 

A cast of characters from his past – from his brother to his comrades – 
each come to life again and play their part as he remembers his exciting 
but tragic past. 

Based on the true life story of the author’s uncle, this is a deeply moving 
book that packs a lot of emotion and a vivid cast of characters into very 
few chapters. The subject matter and the tragically early deaths of many 
of the characters make this a very sad book, but it also contains hope, 
love and astonishing adventures. Biographical notes at the end of the 
book ensure that the reader never forgets that these are real people. 

 

 (Year 10, Term 2) 
Auslander, Paul Dowswell 
 
When Peter's parents are killed, he is sent to an orphanage in Warsaw. 
Then German soldiers take him away to be measured and assessed. 
They decide that Peter is racially valuable. He is Volksdeutscher: of 
German blood. With his blond hair, blue eyes, and acceptably 
proportioned head, he looks just like the boy on the Hitler-Jugend 
poster. Someone important will want to adopt Peter. They do. Professor 
Kaltenbach is very pleased to welcome such a fine Aryan specimen to his 
household. People will be envious. But Peter is not quite the specimen 
they think. He is forming his own ideas about what he is seeing, what he 
is told. Peter doesn't want to be a Nazi, and so he is going to take a very 
dangerous risk. The most dangerous risk he could possibly choose to 
take in Berlin in 1942. 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17907041-rose-under-fire
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Reading Adventures 

 

(Year 10, Term 2) 
Cross My Heart, Carmen Reid 
 
Brussels, 1940. Fifteen-year-old Nicole watches as the Nazis invade 
Belgium. Determined not to stand by as her country is brought to its 
knees, Nicole vows to fight back and joins the Belgian Resistance. Under 
her new alias - Coco - Nicole embarks on a dangerous new life as a spy, 
where the only question is not if you'll be caught, but when... 

 (Year 10, Term 2) 
Orphan, Monster, Spy, by Matt Killeen 
 
After her mother is shot at a checkpoint, fifteen-year-old Sarah--blonde, 
blue-eyed, and Jewish--finds herself on the run from a government that 
wants to see every person like her dead. Then Sarah meets a mysterious 
man with an ambiguous accent, a suspiciously bare apartment, and a 
lockbox full of weapons. He's a spy, and he needs Sarah to become one, 
too, to pull off a mission he can't attempt on his own: infiltrate a 
boarding school attended by the daughters of top Nazi brass, befriend 
the daughter of a key scientist, and steal the blueprints to a bomb that 
could destroy the cities of Western Europe. With years of training from 
her actress mother in the art of impersonation, Sarah thinks she's ready. 
But nothing prepares her for her cutthroat schoolmates, and soon she 
finds herself in a battle for survival unlike any she'd ever imagined. 
 

 (Year 10, Term 2) 
The Berlin Boxing Club, Robert Sharenow 
 
Karl Stern has never thought of himself as a Jew. But the bullies at his 
school in Nazi-era Berlin don't care that Karl has never been in a 
synagogue or that his family doesn't practice religion. Demoralized by 
attacks on a heritage he doesn't accept as his own, Karl longs to prove 
his worth. 
 
Then Max Schmeling, champion boxer and German national hero, makes 
a deal with Karl's father to give Karl boxing lessons. A skilled cartoonist, 
Karl has never had an interest in boxing, but now it seems like the 
perfect chance to reinvent himself. 
 
But when Nazi violence against Jews escalates, Karl must take on a new 
role: protector of his family. And as Max's fame forces him to associate 
with Hitler and other Nazi elites, Karl begins to wonder where his hero's 
sympathies truly lie. Can Karl balance his dream of boxing greatness with 
his obligation to keep his family out of harm's way? 
 

  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17456967-cross-my-heart
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Reading Adventures 

 

(Year 10, Term 3) 
The Apothecary, Maile Meloy 
 
It’s 1952 and the Scott family has just moved from Los Angeles to 
London. Here, fourteen-year-old Janie meets a mysterious apothecary 
and his son, Benjamin Burrows—a fascinating boy who’s not afraid to 
stand up to authority and dreams of becoming a spy. When Benjamin’s 
father is kidnapped, Janie and Benjamin must uncover the secrets of the 
apothecary’s sacred book, the Pharmacopoeia, in order to find him, all 
while keeping it out of the hands of their enemies—Russian spies in 
possession of nuclear weapons. Discovering and testing potions they 
never believed could exist, Janie and Benjamin embark on a dangerous 
race to save the apothecary and prevent impending disaster. 
 

  

 
 
 

(Year 10, Term 3) 
Between Shades of Gray, Ruta Sepetys 
 
Lina is just like any other fifteen-year-old Lithuanian girl in 1941. She 
paints, she draws, she gets crushes on boys. Until one night when Soviet 
officers barge into her home, tearing her family from the comfortable 
life they've known. Separated from her father, forced onto a crowded 
and dirty train car, Lina, her mother, and her young brother slowly make 
their way north, crossing the Arctic Circle, to a work camp in the coldest 
reaches of Siberia. Here they are forced, under Stalin's orders, to dig for 
beets and fight for their lives under the cruellest of conditions. 
 
Lina finds solace in her art, meticulously--and at great risk--documenting 
events by drawing, hoping these messages will make their way to her 
father's prison camp to let him know they are still alive.  
 

  

  

 (Year 11, Term 1) 
Newes From the Dead, Mary Hooper 
 
Anne can't move a muscle, can't open her eyes, can't scream. She lies 
immobile in the darkness, unsure if she'd dead, terrified she's buried 
alive, haunted by her final memory—of being hanged. A maidservant 
falsely accused of infanticide in 1650 England and sent to the scaffold, 
Anne Green is trapped with her racing thoughts, her burning need to 
revisit the events—and the man—that led her to the gallows. 
  
Meanwhile, a shy 18-year-old medical student attends his first dissection 
and notices something strange as the doctors prepare their tools . . . Did 
her eyelids just flutter? Could this corpse be alive? 
  
Beautifully written, impossible to put down, and meticulously 
researched, Newes from the Dead is based on the true story of the real 
Anne Green, a servant who survived a hanging to awaken on the 
dissection table. Newes from the Dead concludes with scans of the 
original 1651 document that recounts this chilling medical phenomenon. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/10481268-the-apothecary
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7824322-between-shades-of-gray
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Reading Adventures 

 

 

(Year 10, Term 6) 
Matilda Bone, Karen Cushman 
 
Into the fascinating, pungent setting of Blood and Bone Alley, home of 
leech, barber-surgeon, and apothecary, comes Matilda, raised by a 
priest to disdain worldly affairs and focus on spiritual matters. To 
Matilda's dismay, her work will not involve Latin or writing, but practical 
tasks: lighting the fire, going to market, mixing plasters and poultices, 
and helping Peg treat patients. She is appalled by the worldliness of her 
new surroundings, and the sharp-tongued saints she turns to for advice 
are no help at all.  
 
Filled with the witty dialogue and richly authentic detail that Karen 
Cushman’s work is known for, Matilda Bone is a compelling comic novel 
about a girl who learns to see herself and others clearly, to laugh, and to 
live contentedly in this world. 
 

  

 (Year 11, Term 3) 
The Medici Seal, Theresa Breslin 

An absorbing historical novel which results from Breslin's fascination 
with Leonardo da Vinci, and benefits from her painstaking research into 
his life and career in Renaissance Italy. 

Matteo the gypsy boy is rescued by Leonardo from drowning and 
becomes his apprentice both in the studio and in his scientific 
investigations. His is a journey to assuage a terrible guilt for past events, 
to gain self-knowledge and find the truth about his family. 

In the course of this book, readers encounter the violence and 
corruption of the Borgias and the Medicis, and learn much about the 
development of medical expertise. Definitely not The Da Vinci Code for 
children, but a carefully reasoned and historically informed novel about 
growing up and making choices. 

 

 (Year 11, Term 3) 
Fleshmarket, Nicola Morgan 
 
When Essie and Robbie’s mother dies following a failed operation, they 
are abandoned by their father and left to fend for themselves in 
nineteenth-century Edinburgh. 
 
Robbie becomes mixed up in the sinister dealings of Burke and Hare, 
who provide doctors with bodies for research, but in doing so risks 
losing everything he holds dear. 
 
Morgan’s historical novel, based on real people, leaves us in no doubt 
about the debt we owe both to pioneering surgeons and the patients 
who allowed themselves to be operated on without anaesthetic. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1207271.Matilda_Bone
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1056967.The_Medici_Seal
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Reading Adventures 

 

  

 

(Year 11, Term 4) 
Star by Star, Sheena Wilkinson 
 
Stella has always looked forward to changing the world. It’s what she 
was brought up to do, by a suffragette mother who knew all about 
fighting and rebellion. But it’s November 1918. The great flu pandemic 
sweeping the world has robbed Stella of her mother and her home, and 
she’s alone in a strange country, with an aunt she’s never met. 
 
But change is coming – the war is over, and women are about to vote for 
the first time. History is being made, but how can she help make it? As 
election day approaches, a day that will transform Ireland forever, Stella 
realises that she can indeed change the world. Not alone, and not all at 
once. But just as stars come one by one to brighten the night sky, so 
history is made person by person, girl by girl. 
 

 

(Year 11, Term 4) 
The Sawbones Book: The Hilarious, Horrifying Road to Modern Medicine, 
Justin McElroy and Sydnee McElroy 
 
Wondering whether eating powdered mummies might be just the thing 
to cure your ills? Tempted by those vintage ads suggesting you wear 
radioactive underpants for virility? Ever considered drilling a hole in your 
head to deal with those pesky headaches? Probably not. But for 
thousands of years, people have done things like this—and things that 
make radioactive underpants seem downright sensible! In their hit 
podcast, Sawbones, Sydnee and Justin McElroy breakdown the weird 
and wonderful way we got to modern healthcare. And some of the 
terrifying detours along the way. 
 
Every week, Dr. Sydnee McElroy and her husband Justin amaze, amuse, 
and gross out (depending on the week) hundreds of thousands of avid 
listeners to their podcast, Sawbones. Consistently rated a top podcast on 
iTunes, with over 15 million total downloads, this rollicking journey 
through thousands of years of medical mishaps and miracles is not only 
hilarious but downright educational. While you may never even consider 
applying  boiled weasel to your forehead (once the height of 
sophistication when it came to headache cures), you will almost 
certainly face some questionable medical advice in your everyday life 
(we’re looking at you, raw water!) and be better able to figure out if this 
is a miracle cure (it’s not) or a scam. 
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