
 

 
 

 

 

Shakespeare Schools’ Festival – Feedback 
 

 

The school has received some wonderful feedback for its performance of 

Twelfth Night in the Shakespeare Schools Festival. Congratulations and thanks to 

Ms. Emma Joliffe and all the students who participated! 

 
 Twelfth Night  
by Priory School  
at The Old Market, 20/11/2018  
appraised by Francesca Murray-Fuentes  
I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to Priory School for your 
fantastic production of Twelfth Night as part of the 2018 Shakespeare Schools 
Festival. It was a brilliant night of theatre, and I’d like to highlight just a few 
elements that really stood out.  
Your company injected such passion and beautiful energy into this heartfelt 
story of shipwrecked siblings exploring their new lives as each other!  
Your performance was imbued with a charming sense of play and a real pleasure 
in speaking Shakespeare's words. You all acted with such naturalism, conviction 
and ease, and your characterisation was absolutely fantastic. The production 
was also wonderfully supported by some gorgeous live music which transported 
us to this colourful world of Illyria.  
I found your company to be hugely responsive and well-mannered throughout 
the technical and dress rehearsals. On stage during the performance it felt as 
though you had true ownership of the piece. The confidence, wit and eloquence 
of your production provided a thoroughly enjoyable experience for the 
audience.  

 

 

A Happy New Year to all 

families in our school 

community! 

This term will be extremely 

busy with Parents’ Evenings for 

Years 8 and 11. 

Year 9 students will begin their 

Options journey with a special 

assembly led by Mr. Ashworth 

and members of the Student 

Headship team. 

There is a new reading list for 

all year groups as 

recommended by Mr. 

Holbrook, Curriculum Leader 

for English 

Parking continues to present 

significant issues for local 

residents, the school and the 

leisure centre – please 

consider using the car park at 

the top of Mountfield Road or 

use alternative transport. 
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This was a slick, high-spirited and entertaining Twelfth Night from a wonderfully talented company.  
Performing Shakespeare’s words on a professional stage takes courage, resilience, and imagination. You and your 
teachers should all be incredibly proud of what you have achieved.  

I hope to see Priory School in the Festival again next year!  
 

Francesca Murray-Fuentes 

 
 
Young Coaches Academy for Sussex 
Approved community coaches 
 

Young Coach Academy for Sussex  

Huge congratulations to Robbie Oliver and Lola Lazzati for being accepted into 
the Academy in 2019. The Young Coaches Academy for Sussex aims to provide 
an opportunity for selected young people (aged 14 – 19) that want to develop 
as coaches and are committed to actively coaching within a school and a 
community setting. 
 
The Academy aims to be the pinnacle of opportunity for Young Coaches within 
the County. It will provide a pathway from school / college leadership and 
volunteering programmes into coaching and possibly a career in sport. We 
wish them both the best of luck. 
 

 

Family Reading 
6 reasons why it is important to read 

 Reading relieves stress. 

 Reading gives you a greater understanding of the subject. 

 Reading can make you more empathetic. 

 Reading may help fight Alzheimer's disease. 

 Reading before bedtime can help you sleep. 
 Reading develops your vocabulary, spelling and punctuation 

 

  



Recommendations for January: 

 

            Yr 7: Helen Grant: The Vanishing of Katharina Linden 

           https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7692967-the-vanishing-of-katharina-linden 

 

            

 

                Yr 8: George Orwell, Animal Farm 

   https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/774310.Animal_Farm 

 

   

   

  Yr 9: Stephanie Meyer, The Twilight Saga 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/photo/41865.Twilight 

 

  

 

Yr 10: John Knowles, A Separate Peace 

  https://www.goodreads.com/work/editions/39755-a-separate-peace 

 

 

 

Yr 11: Khaled Hosseini, The Kite Runner 

 https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/437129.The_Kite_Runner 
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Parenting Girls Safely Through Their Teens – Rites for Girls 
We are fortunate to be hosting a talk by Kim McCabe on Monday 21st January 2019 at 7pm in the Main Hall.  

Kim is author of 'From Daughter to Woman' and founder/director of Rites for Girls, an organization that offers 

guidance and mentoring for girls aged 10 upwards. 

In this talk for parents and teachers, Kim will explore why girls lose confidence as they go 

through adolescence and offer helpful solutions so we can guide girls to support their own 

emotional and social wellbeing.  

The talk will last one hour, followed by questions and book signings.  

Tickets cost £3 and can be purchased from Eventbrite. https://www.eventbrite.com/e/parenting-girls-safely-

through-their-teens-with-author-kim-mccabe-tickets-53182455155 

 

Priory School – Parking, School-drop-off and Parents’ Evenings  
 Mountfield Road residents + parking in school car park and leisure centre 

 The school sends regular reminders suggesting that parents and carers drop-off 
their children at the car park at the top of Mountfield Road. Sadly, however, we 
continue to see significant numbers of cars parking on and around the school site 
at the start and the end of the day. Some parents have been particularly rude and 
aggressive to school staff which is disappointing. Can I remind all families that 
during the school day, the car park is for the use of staff and visitors working at 
the school. 

Parents’ evenings have caused a particular problem of late with the school receiving a large number of complaints 
from the Leisure Centre. A number of their customers have been unable to leave the car park due to inconsiderate 
parking from parents.  

Could I urge you to work with the school and its local community to help reduce the number of cars travelling along 
Mountfield Road and consider using alternative car parks or means of transport. Thank you. 

 

 

Potential School Closures  
Notification of closures 

With the threat of a potentially severe winter, we would like to remind you that whilst we try to keep the school 

open during inclement weather there are occasions when the weather renders the site unsafe. If we do have to 

close the school we will post information on the school website and the East Sussex Emergency School Closures 

site: http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/schoolclosures.htm  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/parenting-girls-safely-through-their-teens-with-author-kim-mccabe-tickets-53182455155
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/parenting-girls-safely-through-their-teens-with-author-kim-mccabe-tickets-53182455155
http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/schoolclosures.htm


 

Attendance and Punctuality 
Reducing time out of school  

As was explained on the Family Information Evenings, Priory 
School has a whole school attendance level which is below the 
national average. We are striving to achieve at least 96% 
whole school attendance (which would bring us in line with 
the national average). Last year, we fell short of our target and 
we are determined to work together to increase school 
attendance. As of the beginning of week 3, the figure stood at 
95.23% - we must work hard together to prevent this figure 
falling.  

 

Skateboards in school 
 

 

Please be advised that students have been asked not to bring skateboards to 

school, unless they have the means to lock them into the bike stands outside 

the front entrance.   

Any skateboards in school will be confiscated until parents / carers are able to 

come in and collect them. 

 

 

 
Mobile Phones in School 

Policy and Procedure 

Please can you remind your son/daughter that mobile phones should be switched off and out of sight during the 
school day. We do not allow phones out at break or lunchtime as this helps reduce cyber bullying and the accessing 
of inappropriate material.  

Please support us with this policy and do not text or phone your son/daughter during the school day. If you need to 
contact the school, please do so via the House or Main School line (or email). If a student needs to contact home, 
he or she should go to the House Office to do so. 

If a student has a mobile out during the day, it is likely to be confiscated (please refer to the Phone Confiscation 
Procedure on the website). 
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Changing your contact details 
Please ensure you use the correct means  to inform us 

Sometimes contact details change and it is important to update the school of any changes; unfortunately, we are 
unable to accept change of contact details via email or telephone, please may we ask that you inform us one of 
three ways. 

 completing the Change of Contact Details form (available on the school website or from Reception); 

 sending in a signed letter; 

 writing in your child’s planner. 

Without receiving this, we are unable to change any details. 

 

Dates for your Diary 

For your diary 

1. Top of the Bench Chemistry Competition – 16th January 2019 4.00pm – 7.00pm 
2. Yr 11 Parents’ Meeting – Thursday 24th January 2019 – school closes at 2.50pm 
3. Last Day Term 3 – Friday 15th February 2019 3.15pm 
4. Ski trip departs – Saturday 16th February 2019 
5. Parent Forum – Wednesday 30th January 6.30pm – 7.30pm 

 
 

Further Information 
Contact us 

Should you want to comment on articles in the newsletter please contact: info@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk

 


