
 

 
 

 

Christmas Concert 
13th December  

 
Last Thursday saw an intimate and highly 

professional Christmas concert with some 

wonderful performances from our students. 

This was followed by a small Christmas craft 

fair and the selection of the lucky winners for 

the Christmas raffle.  

Many thanks to Mr. Fraser, Mrs. Pickles, Mrs. 

Burgess, Mrs. Cowlin and the Friends of Priory for making the evening such a 

success. 

 

 

British Judo Success 
British Judo Championships - Sheffield 
 

Congratulations to Mia Goode 

and Ellie Kearley-Whitmore 

who recently competed in the 

British Judo Championships in 

Sheffield at the English 

Institute of Sport.  Mia, one of 

the youngest in her category, 

achieved a Bronze medal 

whilst Ellie came 5th in her 

category. Well done and thank 

you to both families for their 

commitment to the girls’ 

success. 

 

 

The school has been an 

exceptionally busy place with 

students working hard both in 

and out of the classroom. 

Our musicians and artists have 

been extremely busy preparing 

for the Christmas Concert and 

Craft Fair. 

Two of our students achieved 

significant success in the 

British Judo Championships. 

Finally, I am particularly proud 

of the commitment that the 

students have shown to 

support their local community. 

Priory School has worked really 

hard to collect Christmas 

donations for the Malling, 

Landport and Fitzjohn Food 

Banks and sincere thanks are 

extended to the families who 

have helped this happen. 

I hope you all have a relaxing 

and peaceful holiday. 
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Family Reading 
Recommendations for December and the Christmas holiday:  

 

            Yr 7: Morris Gleitzman: Once 

  https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1045757.Once 

 

 

           

 

              Yr 8: S.E. Hinton, The Outsiders 

  https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/927167.The_Outsiders 

   

   

 Yr 9: Cecil Castelluci, Boy Proof 

 https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/251197.Boy_Proof 

 

   

 

Yr 10: Cecil Castellucci, Rose Sees Red 

 https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7152646-rose-sees-red?from_search=true 

 

 

Yr 11: H.G. Wells, The Time Machine 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2493.The_Time_Machine 
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Food Banks 

 Our students and families have again given generously for 

our local community providing essential food and toiletries 

for those in need. 

Volunteers from three local food banks (Malling, Landport 

and Fitzjohn) collected the donations this week and would 

like to express their own thanks for the generosity shown by 

everyone – it will make a significant difference to the families 

they support.  

 

Parenting Girls Safely Through Their Teens – Rites for Girls 
We are fortunate to be hosting a talk by Kim McCabe on Monday 21st January 2019 at 7pm in the Main Hall.  

Kim is author of 'From Daughter to Woman' and founder/director of Rites for Girls, an organization that offers 

guidance and mentoring for girls aged 10 upwards. 

In this talk for parents and teachers, Kim will explore why girls lose confidence as they go 

through adolescence and offer helpful solutions so we can guide girls to support their own 

emotional and social wellbeing.  

The talk will last one hour, followed by questions and book signings.  

Tickets cost £3 and can be purchased from Eventbrite. https://www.eventbrite.com/e/parenting-girls-safely-

through-their-teens-with-author-kim-mccabe-tickets-53182455155 

East Sussex Core Offer   

Have your say on the core offer for East Sussex 

The future services on offer to residents of East Sussex are part of a public conversation, which is now underway. 
East Sussex County Council is asking for peoples’ views on its ‘core offer’, the package of services it thinks are the 
minimum that residents of East Sussex should be entitled to expect, even in difficult financial times. 
 
The core offer includes proposed services for schools and for pupils vulnerable to poor outcomes including those 
with special educational needs, as well as those services for the whole population, including libraries, highways and 
public health. 
 
The core offer is designed to plan how East Sussex responds to reducing funding and growing demand for services. 
It includes the council’s commitment to provide value for money services in the areas where it can continue to 
operate and to work with partners and communities to find alternative ways of meeting some of the county’s 
needs. 
 
You can see the full details of the core offer and give your response online. The survey will run until 26 December. 

https://consultation.eastsussex.gov.uk/governance-and-community-services/a-core-offer-for-east-sussex/


 

Priory School – Parking, School-drop-off and Accidents  
 Mountfield Road residents + children in accidents 

Despite regular reminders suggesting that parents and carers drop-off their children at the 
car park at the top of Mountfield Road, we continue to see significant numbers of cars 
parking on and around the school site at the start and the end of the day.  

This week alone, a Year 11 student was almost knocked over by a parent driving at high 
speed. Yesterday, a parent who entered the school car park through the wrong entrance 

then reversed into the building causing further damage.  

In the New Year, we will look to begin work with the council to consider ways in which to make the journey safer for 
all. Can I also remind all families that during the school day, the car park is for the use of staff and visitors working 
at the school. Thank you.  

 

East Sussex Consultation on Admissions Arrangements 
Admissions information for 2020-2021 

Please be advised that the LA is consulting on the County Council’s proposed admission arrangements for 2020-

21.  The arrangements are, broadly speaking, the same as previously.  The only changes to the arrangements are: 

 A change to the definition of ‘previously looked after children’ to include those children who were previously in 
state care overseas (as requested by the DfE) 

 Changes to the PAN’s for Willingdon Community School, Buxted CE Primary School and Danehill DE Primary 
School 

 A change to the co-ordinated scheme in respect of parents requesting places out of year group for their children. 

The link to the consultation can be found here;  

https://consultation.eastsussex.gov.uk/economy-transport-environment/have-your-say-on-the-admission-

arrangements-for-20-2/ 
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Bus Service Changes 
The school has received the following notification from ESCC – Public Transport regarding changes due to 

take place from 7th January 2019. 

 

From: CET PTS Public Transport <publictransport.pts@eastsussex.gov.uk>  
Sent: 14 December 2018 13:53 
Subject: FW: Bus service changes 
 
 

Dear colleagues 
 
I am writing to inform you that Compass Travel are making a number of changes to bus services from 7 
January 2019.  
 
Compass Travel is unable to continue to provide all of their current provision of services due to financial 
pressures.  This has been caused by higher fuel and insurance costs, along with reduced levels of income 
because of declining passenger numbers. Several services have few or no changes, with the main 
alterations affecting the worst performing journeys. 
 
The County Council’s own financial pressures mean that we are not able to provide additional funding for 
bus services. Compass Travel have worked closely with officers to maintain, at the very least, limited 
journey opportunities for service users in line with the County Council’s needs based Public Transport 
Commissioning Strategy.  
 
Compass Travel will be releasing details of the changes to their staff and service users today (Friday), 
though it appears that some have already managed to obtain some information. 
 
The main changes to Compass Travel’s routes are summarised below. 
 

121 Lewes-Offham-Cooksbridge-Chailey-Newick, with one return journey from Uckfield on schooldays 

 No change 
 
122 Lewes-Offham-Cooksbridge-Barcombe  

 Minor change to one morning return journey. 
 
123 Lewes-Kingston-Rodmell-Piddinghoe-Newhaven  

 The additional schooldays afternoon only bus between Priory School and Kingston will no longer 
be provided. There is sufficient space for pupils on the similarly timed main service 123, though 
some may need to stand. There are also timing changes to other journeys. 
 

125 Lewes-Glynde-Firle-Alfriston-Wilmington-District General Hospital-Eastbourne 

 Minor timing changes. 
 

mailto:publictransport.pts@eastsussex.gov.uk


126 Seaford-Alfriston 

 No change. 
 
127/128/129 Lewes town services 

 Minor changes. 
 
143 Lewes-Ringmer-Laughton-Hailsham-Wannock-Eastbourne 

 The section of route between Hailsham and Eastbourne is withdrawn.  Passengers from the 
Wannock Glen Close will no longer have a service on weekdays (Cuckmere Buses routes 125 and 
126 serve this stop on Saturdays and Sundays). Stagecoach routes 51 and 56 serve bus stops in 
Farmlands Way, about 500 metres from the Glen Close bus stop.  A revised timetable will operate 
between Lewes and Hailsham, including an additional return journey. Stagecoach provide frequent 
local services between Hailsham and Eastbourne. 

  
145 Newhaven town service 

 The last journey on Mondays to Fridays will no longer be provided due to very low use. 
 
166 Lewes-Offham-Plumpton-Wivelsfield Green-Princess Royal Hospital-Haywards Heath 

 The journeys at 07:11 from Princess Royal Hospital to Lewes, 15:55 from Lewes to Haywards 
Heath, and 16:48 from Haywards Heath to Lewes, are all withdrawn due to low numbers of 
passengers. Route 168 (see below) is amended so as to provide service users in the Wivelsfield 
Green and Plumpton Lane areas with a replacement facility to connect with trains at Plumpton 
Station for Lewes. Most journeys will no longer serve Plumpton College. Some timing changes 
apply to other journeys and the last departures in each direction run earlier. 
 

167 Lewes-East Chiltington-Plumpton-Ditchling-Hassocks-Burgess Hill 

 The journeys at 07:35 from Lewes to Burgess Hill, and 16:30 from Burgess Hill to Lewes, are 
withdrawn. See service 168 (below) for part replacement services. 

 
The new bus timetables from 7 January will shortly be available on Compass Travel’s website 
www.compass-travel.co.uk and on their buses.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Neil Maguire 
Senior Technical Officer 
Transport Hub 
 
Direct: 01273 482147 | Team: 01273 335080 
Team email: passenger.transport@eastsussex.gov.uk 
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Potential School Closures  
Notification of closures  

With the threat of a potentially severe winter, we would like to remind you that whilst we try to keep the school 

open during inclement weather there are occasions when the weather renders the site unsafe. If we do have to 

close the school we will post information on the school website and the East Sussex Emergency School Closures 

site: http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/schoolclosures.htm  

 

Attendance and Punctuality 
Reducing time out of school  

As was explained on the Family Information Evenings, Priory 
School has a whole school attendance level which is below the 
national average. We are striving to achieve at least 96% 
whole school attendance (which would bring us in line with 
the national average). Last year, we fell short of our target and 
we are determined to work together to increase school 
attendance. As of the beginning of week 3, the figure stood at 
95.23% - we must work hard together to prevent this figure 
falling.  

 

Skateboards in school 
 

 

Please be advised that students have been asked not to bring skateboards to 

school, unless they have the means to lock them into the bike stands outside 

the front entrance.   

Any skateboards in school will be confiscated until parents / carers are able to 

come in and collect them. 
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Mobile Phones in School 
Policy and Procedure 

Please can you remind your son/daughter that mobile phones should be switched off and out of sight during the 
school day. We do not allow phones out at break or lunchtime as this helps reduce cyber bullying and the accessing 
of inappropriate material.  

Please support us with this policy and do not text or phone your son/daughter during the school day. If you need to 
contact the school, please do so via the House or Main School line (or email). If a student needs to contact home, 
he or she should go to the House Office to do so. 

If a student has a mobile out during the day, it is likely to be confiscated (please refer to the Phone Confiscation 
Procedure on the website). 

 

Changing your contact details 
Please ensure you use the correct means  to inform us 

Sometimes contact details change and it is important to update the school of any changes; unfortunately, we are 
unable to accept change of contact details via email or telephone, please may we ask that you inform us one of 
three ways. 

 completing the Change of Contact Details form (available on the school website or from Reception); 

 sending in a signed letter; 

 writing in your child’s planner. 

Without receiving this, we are unable to change any details. 

 

Dates for your Diary 

For your diary 

1. Last Day Term 2 – Wednesday 19th December 3.15pm 
2. First Day Term 3 – Thursday 3rd January 2019 
3. Year 11 Mock Results Certificate  – Friday 4th January 2010 
4. Yr 8 Parents’ Meeting – Wednesday 9th January 2019 – school closes at 2.50pm 
5. Yr 11 Parents’ Meeting – Thursday 24th January 2019 – school closes at 2.50pm 
6. Last Day Term 3 – Friday 15th February 2019 3.15pm 
7. Ski trip departs – Saturday 16th February 2019 

 
 

Further Information 
Contact us 

Should you want to comment on articles in the newsletter please contact: info@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk

 


