
 

 

Welcome to our Year 7 students & families 
We would like to offer a warm welcome to all our new year 7 students and 

families. The first day back at school was a mixture of excitement and nerves 

all round – it is wonderful to see how quickly the year group is settling in and 

enjoying their new surroundings. 

 

Welcome to New Staff 
We would also like to welcome the following new staff to Priory and wish them 

well as they settle into their new roles: 

Mrs Margarita El-Guechi – Teacher of Mathematics  
Miss Ellie Osborne – Teacher of Humanities 
Miss Samantha Bradbury – Teacher of English (ACL, maternity) 
Mr Phil Dukes – Teacher of English  
Miss Alice Powderly – Teacher of English  
Mr Daniel Tomlinson-Gray – Teacher of English  
Mrs Helen Latto – Teacher of Science  
Dr Holli Lancaster – Teacher of Science 
Miss Aoife Murphy – Teacher of Geography  
Mrs Ann-Marie Gravett – Teaching Assistant  
Miss Annabelle Whitmey – Teaching Assistant  

Congratulations to our former Year 11 students 
 
Congratulations to the students, parents and staff on a wonderful set of results 
this year. The high grades achieved are just reward for their commitment to 
hard work and perseverance throughout their time at Priory School. 
 
There has been considerable uncertainty surrounding the recent reforms to 
GCSE, which have meant that it is harder than ever to achieve higher 
grades.  Our students have responded admirably to the challenge of the 
revised specifications with 38% achieving at least one grade 8 and/or 9 across 
the range of subjects taken. 80% achieved at least a grade 4 in both Maths and 
English. We are delighted that so many students exceeded their personal 
targets. 

 

 

 

We have had an excellent start 

to this academic year – our 

students have settled well and 

are working hard. 

Thank you to all parents and 

carers who attended the 

Family Information Evenings 

this week. 

Copies of the presentations 

are available on the school 

website. 

A reminder that Thursday 19th 

September is an early finish at 

2.50pm due to the Prospective 

Parents’ Evening. Friday 20th 

September is a school closure 

day for teacher INSET. 
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Friends of Priory School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Priory School is exceptionally lucky to have the support of the Friends of Priory which looks to help the school 
through fundraising events. Please do consider joining if you are able:     
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
  
We’ve all become aware of how tough the funding situation is for our schools. It’s vital that we continue to show 
our support, and so we hope you’ll be able to join us at our Friends of Priory AGM: 
  

Wednesday 25th September 2019 
7pm to 8pm 

School Lecture Theatre 
  
Do come along and hear about how together we contribute to making Priory such a thriving, well-equipped school 
and the many different ways in which you could help – from buying tickets to our events, to joining a committee, to 
serving drinks, to giving a monthly donation. 
  
Becoming involved with Friends of Priory is a great way to get to know other parents, support the teachers and 
strengthen the school’s links with the community. 
  
Everyone is welcome, and we’ll do our best to keep the business part of the meeting as brief as possible! 
  
Best wishes 
  
Friends of Priory 

friendsofpriory.org 
 
 

 
 

  

http://www.friendsofpriory.org/


Family Reading & Accelerated Reader 
 

The family reading item was a new section to the newsletter and proved to be very popular.  

Reading as a family leads to success. When young people read more than just their classroom texts, research 
clearly shows that they generally do well in school.  

Firstly, the extra reading expands their vocabularies. It also shows them how different writers put down their 

thoughts leading to better writing skills. Young people who read more serious literary works gain skills in handling 

complex ideas. The more they read, the more information they pick up, leading to a solid core of knowledge 

that is useful in a wide variety of classes. A good example of this is the teenager who, having read biographies, 
has a better understanding of prominent people studied in history classes.  

By reading shared books, fiction and non-fiction, parents are expressing a clear interest in their children - it is a 
really valuable and enjoyable way of ‘staying in touch’ through the teenage years.  

The school is launching the Accelerated Reader scheme for Yrs. 7-9. Students will be given a book linked to their 
reading age which will look to develop and stretch their vocabulary. All students will be expected to have their 
reading book with them at all times in school. We would appreciate in checking that your child has the correct 
book before leaving for school. 

 

Recommendations for September: 

            Yr 7: Kiren Millwood Hargrave: The Island at the End of Everything 

  https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34045334-the-island-at-the-end-of-everything 

 

 

              Yr 8: R.M. Ballantyne, The Coral Island 

  https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/721031.The_Coral_Island 

 

   

  Yr 9: Aldous Huxley, Brave New World 

  https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/5129.Brave_New_World 

   

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34045334-the-island-at-the-end-of-everything
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/721031.The_Coral_Island
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/5129.Brave_New_World


 

Yr 10: Emily Bronte, Wuthering Heights 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/507157.Wuthering_Heights 

 

 

Yr 11: Jack Kerouac, On the Road 

           https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/70401.On_the_Road 

 

 

Attendance and Punctuality 
Reducing time out of school  

As was explained on the Family Information Evenings, Priory 
School has a whole school attendance level which is below the 
national average. We are striving to achieve at least 96% 
whole school attendance (which would bring us in line with 
the national average). Last year, we fell short of our target and 
we are determined to work together to increase school 
attendance.  

 

 

Mobile Phones in School 
Policy and Procedure 

Please can you remind your son/daughter that mobile phones should be switched off and out of sight during the 
school day. We do not allow phones out at break or lunchtime as this helps reduce cyber bullying and the accessing 
of inappropriate material.  

Please support us with this policy and do not text or phone your son/daughter during the school day. If you need to 
contact the school, please do so via the House or Main School line (or email). If a student needs to contact home, 
he or she should go to the House Office to do so. 

If a student has a mobile out during the day, it is likely to be confiscated (please refer to the Phone Confiscation 
Procedure on the website). 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/507157.Wuthering_Heights
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/70401.On_the_Road
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwinkdeGo8fWAhXEOxQKHSHYBRsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.meridianschool.co.uk/about-us/attendance&psig=AFQjCNGGfGv2ZJ9swZ8ryip-lrQLQuT3Qw&ust=1506667244134784


  

Dates for your Diary 

For your diary 

1. Prospective Parents’ Evening – Thursday 19th September (early closure – 2.50pm) 
2. INSET – Friday 20th September (school closed to all students) 
3. Friends of Priory AGM – Wednesday 25th September 7-8pm 
4. Parent Support Service Seminar  – Thursday 26th September (time to be confirmed) 
5. Your Future + post-16 choices – Thursday 3rd October 11.15am – 4.30pm 
6. Senior Citizens’ Tea Party – Friday 18th October 2pm 
7. Year 7 Fish and Chips Evening – Thursday 24th October 6.00pm 
8. Last Day Term 1 – Friday 25th October 3.15pm 

 
 

 


