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16th December 2022 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I am writing at the end of this very long Autumn term to mark its many successes and to thank 
you, on behalf of all of the staff, for your support. Although there is still much work to be done, 
it has been heartening to see our shared vision of Priory School as one which nurtures and 
supports students to ‘know, belong and become’ start to take shape. 

Across the term, we have undertaken a range of quality assurance and other analysis to gain a 
thorough understanding of the relative strengths and areas for improvement in the quality of 
education at the school. Learning walks have demonstrated the deep and rich knowledge the 
students are studying across their subjects, as well as the strong engagement of students with 
their lessons, their teachers and one another. The work carried out by curriculum teams across 
the school last year on the design and sequence of subject curricula is really coming into fruition 
now.  After Christmas we will continue to explore and develop how the concept of powerful 
knowledge can be used to enrich and enhance what we teach in order to challenge students 
beyond their previous experiences and empower them as future citizens.  

We are also very excited to be pressing ahead with the extra-curricular offer provided by the 
school, and planning for Activities Week in May is now well underway. We have been delighted 
to see trips and visits going back out again, as well as the return of live performance to the 
school.  

We have also started to make real progress with nurturing a sense of student belonging to our 
community. More than 100 students have signed up to the student council and demonstrated 
their passionate interest in the issues which are important to them - in school, locally and 
globally. Many external links have also been strengthened or forged anew, including work with 
Lewes FC, The University of Brighton and The Railway Land Wildlife Trust, and after Christmas 
other environmental award schemes and arts opportunities will begin in earnest.  

A key part of establishing a sense of belonging within the Priory community is ensuring that our 
actions reflect the respectful and cohesive environment we want to create. The student 
response to the renewed focus on attendance, punctuality and uniform this term has been very 
positive, and the consequent impact within each lesson has already been significant with an 
ever more purposeful learning climate being created. Thank you to all parents and carers for 
your overwhelmingly positive support in this area; it is by continuing to work in partnership that 
we will continue to see improvement into the new year across all areas. 
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Our desire to ensure that every student is known and supported to become a young person who 
makes a positive difference to their own lives and that of our community at Priory continues at 
pace. As well as increasing capacity within the pastoral teams in Year 9 and Year 11, we are 
further developing targeted support at different phases of a young person's education. One to 
one options meetings in Year 9, careers meetings in Year 11, wider mentoring by senior staff 
and external practitioners visiting the school to motivate and inspire are all things to be looking 
forward to in the New Year and will allow us to make our ambitions a lived reality for every one 
of our students. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our families a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year, and we look forward to welcoming students back to school on Wednesday 4th 
January. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Jon Curtis-Brignell 
Headteacher 
jcb@priory.e-sussex.sch.uk 
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